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PREFACE. 



W'e have oncloiuorccl in this history to <x\\c the 
facts, coverinix an early period, for which wc ha\e 
clepoiulctl almost entirely upon verbal aceounls 
iii\ en b\' the first settlers. To the larj^esl possible 
amount ol* such information carefully compared 
and made reconcilable with itself, we have aKva\'s 
jLifiven preference to written accounts, whether ol' 
pvTsonal or public interest. And so far as public 
rcjords ha\e (U)vered the i^fround, this history will 
be I'oiiiitl in perfect accord with them. 

TIIK vVUTIIOR. 



INTRODUCTION. 



Upon my return from the West, after an absence 
of more than a quarter of a century, I found many 
of the old landmarks removed, and matters of in* 
terest which had come under my personal observa- 
tion radically changed, or entirely left out of the 
unwritten history of Aroostook, With the fact be- 
fore me, that very soon important events, without 
which a history of our town would be both un- 
satisfactory and incomplete, would be beyond the 
reach of the historian, I commenced preparing a 
series of articles for the Northern Leader^ under 
the title of *'TnE History of Fort Fairfield,'' 
with the intention of subsequently publishing them 
in book form. 

That portion of the history prior to 1843 has been 
compiled from the most reliable unwritten authori- 
ties obtainable, together with so much written re- 
cord as could be obtained; from 1843 ^^ \^()0 by 
personal observation, and so much written infor- 
mation as was obtainable from private and official 
records; trom i860 to the present date, only, have 
we been able to depend upon 6iiicial records. 

C. H. ELLIS. 
Fort Fairfield, January, 1894. 
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ciiAin i:k I. 

LOv A'llON. 

In 17S3 pcMJc was declared bclwccii Circat Brit- 
ain a!id the thirteen united ecdonies, and the United 
States became a nation. 

The St. Croix river became a part of its eastern 
boundarN'. .\t its l.e.idwaters a monument was 
erected under the treaty of 1794, and the boundary 
line was to run due north to the hiirhlands; but 
wliether to the hi^ii^hlands between the waters of the 
vSt. Lawrence and tlie waters that run south, or be- 
tween the waters 0I* the St. Tohn and Penobscot 
rivers, subsequently became a question for dispute. 

I>\' the terms of this treat^• a territor\' nearlv as 
large as the live New Enjxiand states, and lying 
east of the State oi'Xew Hampshire and known as 
the District of Maine, was or^ani/ed as a part of 
the State of Massachusetts. 
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The tirst legislation that niateriallv affeeted the 
interests ol' this territory was the aetion of the 
Massaehusetts General Court, by whieh large grants 
of land were made, to aid local enterprises. Among 
these was a grant to the town of Plymouth of thir- 
ty-six square miles. This grant was run out by 
Park Holland, a State surveyor, in 1806, who was 
ordered to proceed to the monument upon the 
headwaters of the St. Croix river, and to run due 
north fiftv miles, and then survev a township of 
land six miles sqnare, which was to be given to the 
town of Plvm > th t > li ^ i ^ il i- a bre i^wiJer 
to protect their harbor. Soon after establishing the 
southeast corner of the township, Mr. Holland dis- 
covered ( if he was not the first discoverer ) the 
Aroostook river, and in running out this township 
he crossed the river four times. 

We are unable, with any degree of reliability, to 
fix the date of the first settlement in the present 
town of Fort Fairfield. 

Michael Russel was undoubtedlv the first to lo- 
cate. His settlement was upon the south side of 
the Aroostook river, a short distance this side of 
the boundary line, and within the limits of Hoi- 
land's survev of Plymouth Grant. 

Tameii EitsJIerbcrt is i^^iven the credit of beinir 
the next settler. He located at the mouth of the 
brook, known on Sawyer's survey of Letter D, 
Range i, as FitzHerbcrt's brook. The next, on 
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the same side of the river, was John Dorsey, and 
the next Benjamin Weeks, who located at the 
mouth of what is known bv the above-named sur- 
vey, as Johnston's Brook. We know of no reason 
for giving their location in the order named, except 
it would be natural to take the first vacant land 
when one was so far from civilization. These set- 
tlers, together with others farther up the river, were 
here earlv in the twenties, if not before 1820. Be- 
fore 1830, Benjamin McLaughlin J. William 
White, Samuel Davenport, William Lovely, Alex- 
ander McDougald, Peter Fowler, Margaret Doyle, 
John Twaddle and William Turner had all set- 
tled alonij the river banks, and verv soon after 
Anthony Kcan, Daniel Turner, Thomas Suther- 
land, David Burtscll, J. W. White, Charles Wal- 
ton, William Bishop, Amos Bishop, Daniel 
Bishop, Daniel McLaughlin, Martin Murray, 
Thomas Whittaker, Robert Whittaker, Thomas 
Rogers and James Rogers. Before 1840, Thomas 
Amsden, James Campbell, James Guiggey, Justis 
(Jray, Joseph Davenport, Richard McCarty, Thos. 
Ciibncr, Thomas Boulier, Job Everett, John Lovely, 
Patrick Finland, David Buber, Charles Buber, 
William Houlton and William Upton, had all 
made settlements upon the banks of the river, with- 
in what is now the town of Fort Fairfield. Ben- 
jamin Weeks had erected a larger and more sub- 
stantial house .upon the beautiful site now occupied 
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hv Mr. 'I'honias A. I^^islicr's tine residence. In that 
year he exchan^^^ccl his propertv with William John- 
ston for a farm at the head of the *'Reaeh/' upon 
which he located in iS^ or iS.^5. 

At the time Mr. lohnston came lo the Aroostook, 
his brother-in-law, I'homiis Sutherland, was loca- 
ted near the mouth of Lo\eI\' brook, as known b\' 
the sur\ev already refen'ed to, and their familvre- 

ft ft ft 

lations liad much to do with the spotted line and 
remoN'al of the undi'rbri:sh to the head (.1* the 
Reach, that afterwards became a regular portaj^e, 
and shorteninu* the (hstance man\- miles I'rom the 
river line. Ilis brother, I.i'wis lohnston, was then 
li^•in<^• u])on the nortli side of the ri\i'r, nearh' op- 
posite the mouth of tin- Presque isle sti'cam. 

Up to iS.V*^ ^^^^^ princij^al business open to the 
settlers and de|H'ndeil u|)on b\- them foi' a li\ ini^*, 
was cutting the pine trees and manuliicturini^* them 
into scpiare timber and lloatin^* them d(,wn the ri\- 
er to h^rederickton and St. John. iVom whence thev 
were shi|)|^ed to ICn^land to suppl\- their hnnber 
market. 

In iS2() Miin.' bjc.imj an inJcpcndent stale, and 
the question other northeastern boundar\' be!Li;an to 
be au'itated. As the fact became ^vneralK' known 
that lumber was beiuLC taken Irom her public lands 
and beini^ shipped to a Ibreii^ni market, dissatisfac- 
tion increased, until the breakiuii* out ot* hostilities 
in iN,V> 
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This, ior a time, checked their business, but as 
thev were nearly all dependent upon it for the 
support of their i'amilies, they succec'iled in evading 
the boom that had been placed across the river, and 
the agents sent to watch over ai:d prevent trespass- 
in u:. 

These earlv settlers nearlv all came from homes 
on the St. lohn river and recognized no authoritv 
except that derived from the l^nglish crown. 
Some of them held their land by patents derived 
from that authoritv, while others were located and 
claimed their rights under the since popular, but to 
them, unknown doctrine of squatter sovereignt\'. 

Such was the situation and condition, when, in 
iSiS, (iovernor l^^iirfield sent an aueiit to look over 
the situation and report as to the lumber oi>erations 
that were beinu: carried on hv Prox incial lumber- 
men. And the conditions remained unchanged, 
when, in I'ebruarv, iS^c), Land-Agent Mclntyre 
with his posse of Maine militia-men, arrived upon 
the scene. At that time the onlv travelled roads 
in Aroostook countv were a road from Patten to 
Masardis, the militarv road iVom Mattawamkea^: to 
Iloulton, and a road as far north as MonticcUo. 
Roads had also been cut among the trees, through 
which a sled could be hauled from the St. lohn 
river to l^^it/I lerbert's brook, and i'rom the mouth 
of Lovelv brook to the head of the Reach. The 
one, to escape the .\roostook falls and rapids, and 
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the other to shorten the distanee of the crreat bend 
in the river. 

So far as business or social relations were eon- 
cerned, these people were as completely isolated 
from all parts of our State, as any of the inhabi- 
tants ol' the northeastern part of our sister Pro- 
vince. And not until the posse and troops had 
been followed bv actual settlers, a v.l h )mj; had 
been made and social relations formed, was it 
possible for the prejudice, that tlie policy toward 
their trespass upon the li:m')er had eaasL^l, to 
be removed. 

The coming of the posse and the ITnited States 
troops, and the jK)licy adopted in regard to tres- 
pass timber, created a prejudice that required the 
cominj^ of actual settlers, the makinsj: of homes, 
the forminij^ of social relations, and intermarriaire 
to wholly remove. The promptness with which 
their descendants responded to '^Father Abraham's" 
call for ''300.000 more'' obli:erated the last parti- 
cle of prejudice, and united this \oung and strug- 
i»*lini»' communitN' in social and lowil mass, with 
one countr\' and one i1ai»'. 

While Massachusetts had asserted her riuhts to 
the northeastern territorx, bv makinLra surve\' and 
granting lands north and west of the monument 
at the headwaters of the St. Croix ri\er, the 
language oi* the treaty ol* 1794 and the interpre- 
tation gi\en it by parties occupying different 
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st:uidp:)ints, liiiil j^i\ c:i risj to considerable fcclinj^ 
between the inliabit.mts of Maine and those of 
the pro\ inee of New lirunswiek. In fact it was 
difficult to reconcile the wordinj^ of the treaty 
with existing conditions. 

And when we come to consider the embittered 
feelings that would naturally grow out of two 
wars, wc shall not be surprised at the readiness 
that existed to resist the first act of as^<i:ression. 

It was enough for the inhabitants oi' Maine to 
know that the pine timber was being cut ircm the 
public lands and rrndc.wnthe river to the En<ilish 
market. 

The question as to who was doing it, was not 
taken into consideration. The fact alone that the 
Provinjial g:)\ernm.*:it co ikl directly or indirect- 
ly be mide a part\' t:) tlrj transiijtion was enough 
tj call for armjil rjsist.inje. 

As soon as the fajt became fiilU* established, 
that lumbering ojK'rations were being carried for- 
ward, the entire inhabitance of the State were 
aroused to open resistance. 

A draft w^is made upon the State militia and the 
drafted men were promptly sent to arrest the 
trespassers and take possession ol' t!:e disputed 
territorv in the name of the State. 

This action as a matter of course aroused tlie 
people in New Brunswick, and tlie sentiment be- 
cauic general, tliat force should be niet with force. 
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The land aii^cnt, who was anioni,^ the lirst upon 
the i^round, was arrested and taken to I'^-ederiek- 
ton. Tile militia men fell haek as far as Masar- 
dis. 

The State sent forward additional men, and a 
stand was made u|>():i the Ixmk of the Aroostook 
river some six miles from a j>ro\ ineia! settlement 
upon the St. John ri\ er. 

^Veti\e prejxirations were made to stop the 
cuttinj;; and hauling <>! the timber, and to pre\ ent 
that alread\' eut from beinif taken to market. 

Soon after the arri\al ol the last oj the drafted 
men, an order was received to muster out the en- 
tire force, and enlist \-olunteers, who in addition to 
bearinji^ arms, should en^a^^i^e in such manual labor 
as the State re(juired of them. 

Upon the arri\al of this military force in the 
winter of iN^c), the\' lound acti\e lumbeiiui*" oper- 
ations iJfoin^i: on aloni^ the banks of the Aroostook 
river for se\eral miles abo\ e the mouth of the 
Prestpie Isle, and from the towr.shii^s ol* letter C 
(Easton) and Mars Ilill, |^ine timber was hauled 
to the St. lohn ri\ er in New Urunswick. 

The work ol'buildinj;- a boom across the Aroos- 
took river was commenced, and scouting parties 
were sent out to arrest trespassers and contiscate 
their teams and supplies. 

The position occupied by these soldiers was of 
a most embarassinof nature. Their mission here. 
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was to break up llic business of these settlers, and 
b\' so doiiv4 to destrov their li\inLr. While it was 
neither expected nor desirable to drive them iVom 
their homes, their presence was a constant menace. 
Their abilitN* t) <ifi\ e information to our enemies, 
and the almost positi\e assurance that their sym- 
pathy would lead them to do so, toii^ether with the 
possibility that a lari>*e armed force was near at 
hand, kept up a constant unrest on the part ol* the 
soldierv. To-dav it can onlv be looked upon as 
a m\sterv, that under such circumstances, actual 
hostilities did not lead to bloodshed alont>' the 
entire border. 

The drafted men consisted of two distinct 
classes. One, and the lari^er class, home cares 
and responsibilities made their soldier life most 
distasteful, and it was a happv da\' when the order 
came for their dischariic. The other class of 
active, enterprisinj^', i'earless vouni>' men were only 
t<jo i(lad to exchange their present p(;sition for 
more work and better |'>ay in the \ ohmteer service. 

Of the second class there was all and more than 
the state reciuired to carrv forward the work to h 
successful termination, "^ 
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CHAPTER III. 

PERMANENT POSSESSION. 

The orf^anization of a military Wvorking force 
was the carryinj^ out of the plan to hold possession 
of the disputed territory. As soon as fortifications 
were established, and formal possession taken in 
the name of the State, the volunteer forces were 
employed in constructing a road through the wil* 
derness to connect them with the United States 
forces, stationed at Hancock barracks, in Iloulton. 

The township lying south ofthe one in which the 
fortifications were erected, belonged to Massachus- 
setts, and for the double purpose of passing over 
land owned by the State and keeping as 1'ar as pos- 
sible iVom the St. John river, from which point 
annoxini; forces could be sent out, the road was 
laid out in a south of west direction to Presque Isle, 
and from there to Monticello and Honlton. 
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This road throujrh its entire distance passed over 
valuable settling lands, covered with a heavy 
growth of timber, with a rich, alluvial soil, upon 
which the vegetable mould of ages had supplied a 
vast amount of plant food. The great contrast be- 
tween this and the rocky, sterile and gravelly land 
of the southern portion of the State was a constant 
reminder to these men of the possibilities of this 
new land; and as the work of construction pro- 
gressed, many a choice piece of land was selected 
for a future home. And these men, together with 
those who came through their influence and repre- 
sentations, comprised largely the pioneer settlers 
of this and adjoining towns. 

In the survey of Letter D, Range i (the south 
half of Fort Fairtield), the land along this road 
was cut up into lots with only eighty rods frontage, 
so as to give the largest possible number of settlers 
a chance for location. 

As a matter of course, this was the first located 
and settled land in the town, except that bordering 
on the Aroostook river. 

It mav well be claimed that the volunteer forces 
were the actual pioneers, and to them more than 
all others is due the credit of bringing to its full 
fruition, the second stage of improvement — actual 
settlement. In 1842 all the land in this town along 
the road had been taken up, and among these set- 
tlers were found the names of Jonathan Ilopkinson, 
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Diinicl Palmer, IJcMii. I), and Olis l^astnian, — lirau- 
don, Levi lIoN't, William, Orrin and K. P. \\'hitnc\*, 
Edward lohnslon. Chase, Ilunl, 'I'lieker, L\()ns, 
lloulton, Winji", Pattee, A\ aite and Rieliards. 

The \ ohinteer loree had been sueeeeded b\ a 
eompanx' of Ignited Slates troops and a huildini^ 
(the same that is now oeeupied b\ Dr. Deeker) 
was ereeted for ollieers' ipiarters, and the loiin- 
dation reallv laid for the present \ illai;"e of Fort 
]^"airHeld. 

The Webster-Ashburton treat\ had been ratified, 
the eommissioners appointed to run the boiindarv 
line;andin the summer of 184:5, the United States 
troops were withdrawn and the propertN- plaeed in 
eharw of* (ieneral Mark 'I'rafton, who had been 
appointed a eustom house oflieer for the plaee. 

The boom whieh had been plaeed in the ri\ er 
to hold trespass timber, had been sold to a eom- 
pan\- ehartered by the British Parliament and re- 
moN'ed to the mouth oT the Aroostook in New 
lirunswiek for the peaeeful purj^ose of holding the 
lumber, so that it eould be made up into rafts be- 
lore it was run down the St. lohn river to market. 

A dam had been built aeross the l^^itzherbert 
brook and a sawmill erected, the firm of Pattee 
and Haywood formed, a store opened and a house 
built, and the new enterprise christened the ''lower 
village."' 

The vouri]": men who had come for war, beiran 
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to cniifa<>c in the pcaccilil cntorprisc of securini^ 
\vi\ cs and makini>* homes, and of this class the 
names of WFiitnev, Stevens, Waite and Richards, 
deserve a prominent position. 

With the removal of the soldiers in the summer 
oi* i<S43 the transition was complete; the war record 
had closed and the openinii^ up oi' the new settle- 
ment was fulh' established. The land lotted out was 
in the hands of local aii^ents ; permits lor cuttinji^ 
timber were i^ranted by the State and stumpajj^e 
collected. 

And the reports sent out by tlie settlers brought 
many additions to their number. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
PIONKFK LIFE. 

From the lancHn<>^()f our Piljjjrim Fathers upon 
the rock-bound coast ol' New Enjj^land until the 
present time, the sturdy, perse verinii:, seli-sacrific- 
in<i^ pioneer, whether seekini^ freedom to worship 
God, hiyinji^ a broader Ibundation for a mighty em- 
pire, stren«;thening political freedom, or seeking 
a home lor self and loved ones, has had privations, 
hardships and sufferings that make him worthy of 
praise and admiration. And those who laid the 
foundation for our beautiful, prosperous Aroostook 
homes, deserve as a record of their heroic deeds a 
monument more enduring then the imperishable 
rocks of the everlasting hills. The heroes of 1840 
who started out on a six to ten daws' iournev, four of 
which were into an almost unbroken wilderness, 
and who pitched their camps a full one hundred 
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and sixty-seven miles from the base of supplies, 
have nearly all finished their work, and exchanged 
the comforts and blessin<;s of homes secured bv 
their sturdy toil, for the rest and blessings of the 
unseen land. Among those deserving (if not the 
most deserving) of mention in this class, are Levi 
Iloyt, Jonathan Ilopkinson, William Whitney, 
Daniel Palmer, Benjamin and Otis Eastman, Henry 
C. Currier, E. P. Whitnev, Hiram Stevens, Free- 
man Ellis, Jr., Edward S. Fowler, Isaac F. Ellis, 
Addison Powers, and Leonard Spooner. 

The coming of these men introduced a new ele- 
ment into the then northeast settlement. Those 
here before them had located upon the banks of the 
river, and were almost as much at home in the 
swift-gliding canoe as upon solid land. Timber 
was cut upon the shores; and taking it to the mar- 
ket, and the return home with the fruits of their 
toiU had relieved them of much of the toil and pri- 
vations that were to be the lot and experience of 
those who came from other walks in life, and lo- 
cated away^from the river, in the deep, dense for- 
est, and made homes and farms pon new land from 
which their labor and toil cleared away the forest, 
to raise the bread for their young and dependent 
families. The clearing of the land was a work 
that is hard to be understood from any point of ob- 
servation attainable at the present day. Three and 
often four days' work was required to fall the trees 
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iijx)!! a single acre, ami one cla\ hkmc lo '*lc>p llu' 
limbs" olT tlic fallcii trees so as lo seci:re a i^ccd 
burn. Trees eut clown in lune and luK- were ill 
prei")arecl to burn hv the last of Aui^ust, (jr lirst of 
vSepteniber, but if left be\-ond that time there .was 
danger of fall rains, and a loss ol" a whole \ear Ix'- 
fore the land eould be i>rei^ared for erops. With 
small ehoppiniLis, ''onl\ li\e aeres in an openini;" 
for the uneertain breezes ofan Auiniist or Sei')tem- 
ber day to stir u|> the tire, it was the rule to ufet, if 
not to expeet, a \ i*r\ jx)or burn, often no more than 
to burn the lea\es and twisis and blacken the tim- 
ber, and 1 ha\ e seen more than one instance when 
that was onh' j")artiall\' done. 

'i'hen as much more work from these inexperi- 
enced men was taken to eut these trees into suita- 
ble lenu'ths to be hauled toLivther iu 'M")iles" for 
burninLi*. Then three men and a \(>ke of oxen 
could be \ er\ bus\- from earl\" mornini-- to late at 
e\ e in haulint»' toi»ether, j)ickini>- iin ar.d <»ettinLi' 
readN lo burn the ''heap^/' Then a little waitiuLT 
ibr them to dr\ and for the wind to blow, and the 
lires wcresjl; then cinuthe stirring- up and rolliui*' 
together of loiis, the smoke and he.it extendinLT far 
into the ni^i^'it^ then the wailinti: for the iires to o-() 
out, the heap beds to get cold: then came the haul- 
\niX <^i*f of the brands, and the land was read\ for 
the seed and harrow. 'I'he a^es of the decaxinii' 
Ie:ives had I'ormed a thick vejjretable mould upon 
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the jj;rouncl that «^avc food to the growinjif crops, and 
the hearts of the honest toilers and their families 
were cheered by the rapidly i^rowin*!^ crops. But 
the vast, dense forest shuttinji^ out the heat and »sun- 
li<i:ht bv dav, sent out a cold and chillin<i: air bv 
niglit, that, settlinjj^ upon these small clearinji^s, oft- 
en brouo^ht the sad experience of an Auj^ust frost 
to blight their hopes of an abundant crop, and 
doom them to another vear o\ frost-bitten i>:rain, 
which, after passing through the primitive mills ol 
that day, brought forth a production that bore about 
the same relation to the beautiful "^Snowflake'" 
or "Calla Lilly" roller patent of to-day, that the 
darkest son oi' Ethiopia does to the fairest daughter 
of the Anglo-Saxon race. And it was not alwavs 
that even such fare as that could be obtained in suf- 
ficient quantitv. Monev could not alwa\ s be had, 
even to pay the postage on a long desired letter. 
A well built log house, plain clothing and simple 
substantial food, was a most desirable if not a sat- 
isfactorv condition. 

While there were hardships, privations and ex- 
posure, often, to cold and storm, sickness was com- 
paratively ufiknown, aside from thai incident to the 
new-born, that held ni; mean ])lace in the additions 
to our increasing p(jpulati(;n ; and then S(;me moth- 
erly woman, with an experience gained by lorce of 
circumstances, mounted upon a horse led by some- 
o:u\ lantern in Ivind, along a bridle path or spotted 
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line through the wood, successfully tilled the place 
of an experienced M. D. With the exception of 
the United States surgeon who was here with the 
company of Ignited States Infantry and lei't in July, 
1843, there was no regular physician and surgeon 
nearer than Iloulton, and the roads were so bad it 
would have been a remarkable Teat to get a doctor 
from there in twenty-lour hours. This state of 
thinofs continued for nearly ten years, and it was 
not until 1858 that a physician came who received 
sufficient encouragement to remain and build up a 
practice. 

The great distance to miirket, necessitating ex- 
pensive transportation, added in a great measure 
to the otherwise alm:)st insurmjuntable obstacles 
that were to be overcome. But these brave men 
and women were equal to the task, "^rhev over- 
came ever\' obstacle, they made for themselves 
comfortable homes, they built up a system cf 
schools for their children, that laid the foundation 
lor useful and influential lives. As the fallini^ of 
the trees and clearing away the forest let in tl:e 
sunlight and warmth, their industry, perseverance 
and integrity laid a moral and social foundation for 
the intelligence, happiness and prosperity of the 
present. 

Wiseh' they selected, diliixentlv the\- planted, 
and broadcast sowed upon a rich and fertile s(;il. 
And while wc gather froni their imperishable har- 
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vest, it is meet and right that we remember their 
noble work, and raise to their memory monuments 
of praise. 
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CIIAFFKR \\ 
line ()Ri(;iN.\L rrru:. 

The title to all the land in l^^ort h^airHcld came 
oriirinalK' Ironi Massachusetts. I^re\ ious to iSiq 
Maine was the District of Maine and a part of 
Massachusetts. 

June 19th, liSu), the leuislature oi* tliat state 
passed an act, relating- to the separation oi' the 
District of Maine froni Massachusetts proper, and 
forinin^* the same into a separate and independent 
state, when it should be accepted b\ the people oi 
Maine. At that time all the public lands in Aroos- 
took countv, ns well as in other counties in the 
State, except such as had been pre\ iously con- 
vexed or contracted for hv parties with Mass- 
achusetts, were e<|uall\' di\ ided b.etween the two 
states. In that division oi' the land between 
^^assachusetts and Maine, township D and alter- 
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wards Letter I) Plantation, and now the southern 
liair of l'^)rt l^^iirlield, heeanie the property of 
Maine, and beini;* an exeellent townshiji, suitable 
for settlement, was set apart in aeeordanee with 
the laws of the State to be sold to aetual settlers. 

The township of Plymouth ha\ inLi* at an earlier 
da\' been granted to the town of PUmouth, Mass- 
aehusetts, hv the legislature, was eonxeved in 
iSoj to that town by deed. The lollowint*' is a 
true copy, and will inerease in interest as the 
\ears jjfo b\*. 



To all people to whom these presents shall eome, 
Lrreetinii". Whereas, the Lei^islature oi' the common- 
wealth of Massachusetts, did i^rant to the town oi* 
Phmouth, a township of land by a resoKe bc^arinii^ 
date the fourth dav of March, eighteen hundred 
and six. 

Now, thereibre know ve, that we whose names 
are undersigned, and seals atfixed, appointed 
Ay:ei'its b\' the (icneral Court of Commonwealth 
aforesaid, b\a Resolve passed the lifteenth da\' of 
March eii^hteen hundred and iive:to make and ex- 
ecute con\ exences, and b\" \ irtue of other powers 
vested in us In* the same and other Resolves; do 
b\' these presents in behalf of said L'ommonwealth, 
assiji^n, relinquish, and (|uitclaim unto the town oi' 
Plxinouth, to be b\' them holden in their corporate 
capacity, lor the use of said town, all the rij^ht, 
title, and interest ot' said Commonwealth, in and 
unto a track of land Ivinix in the count\' oi'Wash- 
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inj^ton, LMiual to tho contents of six miles square as 
the same was surve\ecl hv Charles Turner, lunior. 
Esquire, in the \ear eiiiifhteen hundred and seven, 
liounded as follows, \ iz.: lk\i;innin^' at a beech 
tree marked S. E, C I^. standing' on the eastern 
boundar\' line ol' the District oi' Maine, tirt\-ti\e 
miles north of the source of the vSchoodic Waters, 
and runninu' north, thirteen dci^rces east, six miles 
to a tir tree marked sixt\-one miles, thence run- 
nins^: west thirteen dei^rees north, six miles to a 
stake, thence runninji" south thirteen decrees wi»st, 
six miles to a maple tree marked S. \V. C P., 
t'lence runninir east thirteen decrees south, six 
miles to the beech tree lirst mentioned, towther 
with all the islands in those parts of the Aroostook 
river which are included within the aforesaid 
bounds, toi>vther with all the privileii'cs and ap- 
purtenances, thereto belonj^ins^, exceptini^ and re- 
servinu* for the use oi' Commonwealth, and as a 
common hiL»luvav lorexer. the main channel of 
said ri\ er Aroostook in its course throui»h the said 
townshij), contain ini>; twcnt\-three thousand and 
fortx* acres, includini>* the river Aroostook runniuij: 
throui»*h the same, as it will more fullv appear on 
a plan of said township, now lodu'ed in the oflice 
oi'the aforesaid aiivnts. 

To have and to hold, the aforeu*ranted premises, 
to the said town of IMvmouth, or their assii^fns, 
forever, on conditions however that the srud 
(Jrantees, or their assigns, shall lav out and con- 
ve\' to each settler, who settled on said track be- 
fore the lirst da\' oi* lanuarx', seventeen hundred 
and eiirhtx-four, one hundred acres of land (in 
ca-^e of the settlers decease without assignment. 
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then to the heirs, and i!i case of assiii^nnient then 
to the assii^ns),to be laid out so as best to include 
the inlpro^ enients of the settler, and be least in- 
jurious to the adjoinini; land, and that they shall 
settle in said tract, twentv Ihniilies within six vears, 
includinj^; th(;se now settled thereon, a.nd that they 
shall lay out in said townsliip three lots of three 
hundred and twentv acres each, for the ibllowins^ 
uses, viz.: 

"^One lot for the use of the ministry, one ior the 
first settled minister, his heirs and assii>:ns, and one 
lot lor the use of schools in said tract, the said lots 
to averaji^e in situation and (juality with the c)ther 
land in said township, to have and to hold ihe 
aforei>franted premises to the said town of Plymouth 
or their assii^fns, on the conditions and reservations 
aforesaid, Ibrex er. 

In testimonx' whereof, we hereunto set our hand 

and seal, this nineteenth d.iv of December, eii«:htee:i 

hundred and seven. 

loiix Rkao, ( I 

J I < 

\\ M. Smiih. j ( 

Signed, sealed and deli\ered in presence oi'us: 

(ji:()K(;i-: W. \^\)i rix, 

MOSKS (iRKiCNLICAr. 

Sri'Foi.K, ss. Uos'roN, 19th Dec, iSo;. 

Acknowled<^ed. before Joseph May, justice of 
the Peace. Commonwealth oi' Massachusetts, Larid 
Office, Boston, 12th Jan., iS4(). 

This certifies that the foreii^oinL?* Deed is a true 
copy of the record in this ofhce, as found in Book 
No. .^ Pa.Lce 27.V 

Attest: (ii:(»K(ii: \V. Co! fin. 

Land Airent lor Mass. 
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While the deed sets iorth that Charles Turner, 
]r., made tlie sur\ e\-, there are well attested doeii- 
nients showinir that it was made bv Park Holland, 
and it is to be inferred, that while Mr/Furner is the 
reeoi^nized authority, he deputized Park Holland, 
and that he reallv did the work. 

In i«S54 Kbene/er Ilutehinson, Charles R. Whid- 
den and Stephen I>. Pattee were ai)i)()inted eom- 
missioners to set off land to settlers who were in 
the township at the time oi' the \\\*bster-.Vsh- 
burton treaty in 1S42, the land to inelude their im- 
provements: similar to the aet oi' Congress to quiet 
settlers on the publie land. 

AW' are unable to lind ariv dates b\' whieh we 
ean determine \\ hether the town of Pl\ mouth set- 
tied the speeial number ol* settlers upon the town- 
sliip or reser\ ed and deeded the lots to the minis- 
try and schools. 

This lownshij) at an early day passed into ihe 
h:inds of {proprietors who appointed an auent, lotted 
the land, and from them eame the title deeds to 
settlers. 

In so much of the town as was included in Let- 
ter I) township, the settlers received their titles di- 
recth' fro'ii tlij Si i^e. 
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CIIAPTKR VI. 

INt IDICNTS OF TIIK WAR. 

The lirst dctachiiicnt of the drafted Maine niili- 
tia-nieii havins^: arrived at Masardis, the\- eoni- 
iiieneed their march down tlie Aroostook river up- 
on the ice, to more acti\ e scenes of operation. It 
was not until the-,- were a few miles ab<A e the 
mouth of the Presipie Isle stream that the first tres- 
passers were discovered, and then not until leaving 
the woods and getting on to the ice, a short dis- 
tance ahead of the troops. Immediately a race 
commenced, but nothin*^: was rained until after thev 
left the river at William Johnston's place at the 
head of the Reach. The portage was rough and 
crooked around among the trees, and upon the 
up-hill grade the horses, wearied by the long 
race upon the river, could not be urged beyond 
a walk. ThcriMprc the soldiers were able to run 
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on lb(/t ahcMcl of their (Avn tc;\nis, aivj soon ( \ cr- 
take and captin'e both of the lumber teams and t!:e 
men. With these, the first prisoners of that blood- 
ies;^ war, thev ret irned t) the r:\ ci* and established 
their eanij") upon the north side ne irl\- opposite Mr. 
Johnston's, now kn(A\n a-; the Weeks j^ilaee. An 
advanee was Sv)on made aer<.ss t!x' p(,rtai;e to tie 
ri\er, whieh brou^!it t!:em within the preser.t t( wn 
of I^'ort Fairfield. Jani?s Fitxhcrbcrt wiis able to 
afford the best shelter from the eold of a!i Ar(;( s- 
t )ok winter, and therefore his hv)- s j be^air.e a pop- 
ular stoppin;^ plaee for the ofiijers. 

At this time Mr. Johnston sent Lis y( i\ \\ ancn 
A., to Tobiquc, (Andover) to Tilbett's n:ill with 
a grist. While the grist was being j ro! r.d, b( y 
like, he deeided to take in the town, whieh eor.- 
sisted of a it )rc and tixvcrn rjid a fjw rvdc b( ircr. 
While doing so he learned that a pavt\ wr.s beii:; 
(.rgani/ed to go to Fitzherbert's ai:d capt le ^- • 
ofiieers. As soon as hi.; grist was gr . ' ' e 
ed for home witli the interitiiHi of <iiviri ^\ c ;J;:n-. 
Some (f the organizing party s/ggested tlr.t r lV 
would be the ease, and immediateK' tb.e\ staited 
after hir . Warren was soon overtaken ;.rd tcld 
that he must rctv.rn with them. Tl:e bene was 
t^iken h"jm the f^led and put into a stal le, ard tie 
party returned to the tavern for another drii.k, nnd 
to pcrfcet the organization. The boy watehed the 
f rh^t cpp(. rty.r.ity and trok bis bf;r^:c frrni the rt;.l le 
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and ma'le another start for home. The organized 
party overtook him just as he gained the edge of 
Kit/lierbert's opening, and succeeded in s.irprising 
them, and in capturing Land Agent Mclntyrc, and 
gave rise to the parody in which the oft repeated 

'' ^Kun, Slricklaml, run ; Ino, Sloven. f!rc/ 
Woro the last wonl^ of Alrlntvrr," 

occurs. 

The capture of Mclntyrc led t.) a falling back of 
the forces to Masardis, and Major Strickland, it h 
said, did not slop until he got to Bangor. 

The second draft supplied additional troops, and 
the ground abandoned was re-occupied amid con- 
siderable excitement, and soon an a'jent of the Pro- 
\incial governmcU made his appearance, witli 
authority From (loxernor HarNcy to order all par- 
ties from the disputed territory, only t ) find him- 
seir a prisoner*and a hostage lor the safe return (.f 
Land Ai^ent Mclntvre. Governor Ilarvev of Xev/ 
Brunswick ordered out one thor.s.ind militia, and 
the legislature of ^^aine voted an appropriation rf 
$S,ooo and the drafting of ten thousand militia. 
Revolutionary blood was up, and every indication 
pointed to open and sanguinary hostilities, when 
another actor appeared upon the scene. 

The national government ordered General Win- 
field Scott, the hero of Lundy's Lane, to proceed 
to Maine and take command. With his staff, he 
arrived at Augusta, the capital of the State, an J 
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took up his (jiiartcrs at the Aui»:iist:i House on the 
:^lh dav of March, iSh). He had thirU- thousand 
United States troops at his command, but he was 
a man ol' peace, and at once set himself to work to 
brinj>' about a cessation oflioslilities. (lovernor Har- 
\ev of New Brunswick and (io\ernor I'^iirlleld of 
Maine were induced to withdraw their troo'ps, ex- 
chancre prisoners, and submit their dispute to arbi- 
tration. 

While this was possibh' th.* onh* war in which 
not a siuifle battle was ibuuht, it was not altoi»ether 
a bloodless one. 

After the militia was disbanded, a company of 
United States Infantr\* was stationed upon Vovi I lill, 
occupyinii: the blockhouse erected by the \ olunteer 
force after the militia was disbanded. 

One mornino- alter i>*uard mouittin^', tlie reliex ed 
«:uards in dischari>ini>' their muskets, shot a random 
ball in the direction of a small clearino-, where Xa- 
than lohnston, a brother of Mr. William Johnston, 
was at work reaping i>rain. and produced a wound 
from which he died that da\ . 

It was not until the close of Martin \'an Buren's 
administration, that active negotiations were en- 
tered into to settle the boundary question. The ex- 
citing political campaijj^n of 1S40, the deleatinj^^ ol' 
the party that had controlled the affairs of <jfovern- 
ment for man\' vears, the death of Cieneral Harri- 
son thirty days after* his inaujjuration. all were 
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.vj^ainst takinjj^ up this question. But with the in- 
coming; of President Tvler's administration, with 
Daniel Webster Secretary of State, ne;^otiations 
wore opened which cuhiiinated in the Webster- 
Ashburton treaty; and in the summer of 1843 com- 
missioners witli a detailed force from the English 
a h1 I'nited States troops established the boundary 
a:\d set up iron posts to mark the samj as far as 
the St. lohn ii\ er. 

That treat\- settled the boundary line as far west 
as the Rock\' Mts., and became the enterinir wedjrc 
to a line of policy that has since preyailed, and we 
trust eyer will be maintained between this and the 
nv)ther country on all questions of difference that 
may arise. ' 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

AROOSTOOK W \l^ IN MISroRV. 

Tho dispiilv' i'.i i\\^\r\l I ) llu* norlhcMSl b:).in- 
d.irv ol' Maine, wliicli culininatcd in callini>- out 
the St;ilc militia and l>iiildin_i4' rortilu'aliop.s upon 
ihc Ai'ooslook and V\sh ii\ crs, has been treated as 
a \ er\' insiiinitieant affair, and more as a matter of 
ridieule than as one of heroic de\ otion to home, to 
State rii»hts and national presti<»v, \vorth\- of the 
descendants of the heroes of Hunker Hill, 'I'icon- 
deroija, Saratoi^a, ^^)rklo^vn and 'I'renton. 

While each year adds to tlie importince and 
\alue of the possession, it should be remembered, 
that but for the coura<j:e and dexotion. toil and pri- 
\ ation and patriotism of these men, the Hritish flaii^ 
would now be il\ in<>' o\er this entire rci»i< n. If 
State action had not been taken, and State pride 
aroused, the strict wordinij; ol* the treaty of lyq,] 
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niiij:!it have s!ic\vn t) tlic a. t'loritics r.t AVasli- 
i:Tj:t;)n th.it all the tribiit.irics tJ the St. lohn river 
were unquestionably British waters. But this ac- 
tion, t.)i]^ether with the f.rjt that a:; e:irlv as iSoO 
the Slit/ of Mass.ivliv.s.'ll > h:\d taken formal p(/S- 
session and located I. md r.irhe\<r.ul such an ima^ir.- 
ar\' line, became the strotvj: points in our T.iNor in 
the n>* jfoti.ition of the \\h:bster-Ashburton treat\'. 
Oar St ite is wcn'thy of all honor fen* the prompt- 
ness with whijh she arose tj the emerfxency, and 
the spirit in whijh she stood reidy to maintain her 
rights. 

A carcfjl sur\ev of the sit.:ation cannc.t but lead 
t ) a j.ist appreciation of the patriotism and devotion 
of the men, who, at the call of the State, left home 
and Ijved one.) and marched into the northern 
wilJcrncss in the de.id of winter, to where thcv 
were almoct g '.re X.^ meet a Ibc who would gre.itlv 
.() ti mberthem; to where they had good reason 
": ; ^'/lievj a:d did believe that their f^oin<j: would 
re; Itii ope i hostilities, and that t!ie long and 
wjir\ march thro i^h storm and snovv', was t.) a 
c.iiVMn; ;ro nd in an mbroken wilderness far 
from civilization. 

Their going forth to what one has been pleased 
tj call a **bloodlcss v»'ar/' was net a ''mere pastime, 
free from hardship, exposure or danger,'" but to 
all the realities of a long, severe and dangerous 
campai jfn. They experienced all and more of the 
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realities ol' war, sa\ c the horrors of the battle-tiek), 
than mam who weie in the War of the Rebellion. 

And nian\ well trained soldiers will assure nou 
that the terrible '"What is to I'e:'' was harder to 
stand up ai;ainst tlian the act'/al eonfiiet of the 
battle Held. 

More than or.e hundred miles into the wilderness 
and awa\' from ei\ ili/.ation these men went lor 
warlike j')urposes, man\ a mile ol \vear\' mareh 
when no j>ossible assuranee eould be ui\en tluit 
the next houi* or e\en minute would not brini»" 
them faei.' to faee with a hostile iOc: as true soldiers 
alwaxs on the alert, e\x'r watehful, al\\a\s read\ 
Ibr the eall to battle, and deser\ in^' of all the honor 
that woidd ha\e been slunvered upon them if the 
call had reallx' been made and the eontliet had been 
loni^ and sani:j;uinar\-. 

The obstacles in the wav of reliable inlbrmation, 
as to the action tiiken or mo\ ements oi' the Pro- 
\incial u'ox ernn^.er.t, or the exasperated settlers 
whose business had been broken i;p, j^laced their 
e\er\- mo\emerit at a iireat disadvantaue. That 
they were not cut off IVom their base of supplies 
and compelled to suriender or perhaps wholly de- 
stro^•ed. can onh be accounted for, from the reason 
that the opposing force was less courageous or less 
in earnest lor the defence of the territor\- and their 
llaij^. 

The re.xdinesj with which thev volunteered after 
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bcinjjf niustorcd out of tlic militia, and took upon 
themselves both the duties of the soldier and the 
common laborer, should not be lor^olten. The 
buildinijfof fortiliealions, the makiuLi" of State roads: 
the lettini; in of lii^ht, the sendini>* out of i^ood re- 
ports of the land: and the faithfulness with whieh 
many of them remained to dexelop and improve 
the country, deserve our hii^hest praise. 

When in the last Maine les^islatun* a petition was 
presented asking" that the soldiers of tiie Aroostook 
War be placed upon the pension roll, and tlie quiet 
and indifferent manner in whieh it was passed bv 
became a matter of record, we were indeed thank- 
ful that in spite of the nei'lect and ini'ratitude of an 
uniifraterul countrw the consciousness of true de\ o- 
tion and heroic deeds brin<»*s its own reward. 

More than half a century has |Kl^s^.■d ^ince their 
heroic deeds became a part olthe nation's histor\-: 
and the stamjV of appro\al i>lace(! upon them, 
through the establishment of our p.ortheastern 
boundar\'. 

While we contrast the \alle\- of the Aroostook 
and upper St. John of to-day. with what it wasliftx* 
\ears airo, and then look forward to the transform- 
inj>* power of another fifty years, we ma\- reali/e 
somethinLT of the ^reat \alue ol the bright jewel 
saved throui>h their Nii^ilancc and de\otion to the 
national domain. 
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c.\i»r \iNs IN rm-: w \k. 

"I'hc first raptain of wlioni wc lia\ c an\- accouiU, 
St()\cr Rinos, was with SlicrilT Strickland and Land 
Aii^ent MclntNTc at I'^it/lu'rbcrt's upon that nicni- 
orablc niiLi:ht wlu'n the lirst real c\j)crioncc' of ac- 
tual hostilities came to their \ iew. If the land airent 
was the superior otllcer. he Tailed to 'Mire, Stoxer, 
fire," at his eoniniand. With that short experience 
he drops out of sii^ht. so far as our town is con- 
cerned. CajH. Rines, howe\er, has a record as 
commander of a company iVom Oldtown that re- 
mained at VovX Kent until iS.io, when the\' were 
relicNcd hv a company of United States troops. 
Capt. Rines subsequently entered into business at 
r^ish River, and became an honored and influential 
citi/en of that place. 

The second in command was Capt. \\'illiam Par- 
rot, who was in command until September, TcS-jq; 
then he returned to his home in Massachusetts. 
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Capt. Gcorsifc W. ^fowlc was lor a time in •com- 
mand of the volunteers, and in chari^c while build- 
inii: the upper bh)ckhouse. and in tlie construction 
ol'the State road. 

After hein<i:relie\ed of his command, Capt. 'i%)wle 
secured the beautiiiil inter\al at the mouth of the 
Presque Isle stream, and made a delij^htiul liome 
for those earl\- da\s. In addition to his farming*, 
he cnLraired e.\tensi\el\ in lumber operations'. 

Ca]^t. Jolin B. \\'ini:' relie\ed Capt. 'J'owie of his 
command, and For a time was the principal officer, 
and as a matter oT course the bii^^est man in the 
new settlement that was lifatherin^ round the post. 
Capt. AVini>' was a man of considerable executive 
ability. I le entered heartily into the de\ elopment oi* 
the coimtrx", and wasacti\e and intluential in secur- 
ini>* a charter from the IJritish Parlian:e:it and the 
United States ii'oxernment to hold the lumber al 
the mouth of the .Vroostook ri\er, for rafting be- 
fore taking to St. John for sale. 

Beinsi: enj^aired in the lumberin*j: business, he saw 
the necessit}' for letter transportation for short 
lumber around the Aroostook falls, and sur\'e\ed 
and commenced the construction of a railroad for 
that purpose. 

In the vrinter of 1842-43 he returned to his for- 
mer home in Piscataquis county, and after a 
Nerv brief \isit returned with one of Sanirer\ ille's 
beautiful maidens as his wedded wilV. 
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L'apt. WiiiLi" had muiualiticcl Ihilh in this countN-, 
and while (uilsick' in pursuil of a w il'c. he was hard 
at work to inchice others to loUou' him to liis new 
frontier home. Amoni;' tlie number that heeded 
his ad\ iee was Mi'. L'h.arles W. I)oui:ht\, who, with 

his \'(»u]U'' wile, a sehoohnate ol Mrs. Winir. re- 

. « • 

turned witli thc-m. Sul.iseiiuenlK- a xounicer sister 

of Mrs. l)ouirhl\- made them a \ isit at their new 

t. . 

.\roostook home. 

We shall ne\ er know how mueh s])eeia] plead- 

in<^ it recpiired, but we do know that our worthy 

townsman, John 1>. Tralton, Km\., was at that time 

a \ er\' promising \ (nmu* law\er, and at his solieita- 

tions she deeided to prolon^r her \ isit, and linalU', 

I • • 

not onl\' to i»i\e up the idea of returnini^ to the 
home of her ehildhood, but to abandon the honor- 
able and respeeted name hv w hieh she had been 
])roud to be ealK'd, and aeeei)t another, 1)\- whieh 
she has sinei' been known, the liuht of his home 
and the worth\- and devoted mother olhis ehildren. 
Ca]^t. W'inu' subsecpientl\' mo\ ed to Pennsylvan- 
ia and enLi'aiivd in lumberinin- upon the Suscjuehanna 
ri\er. In 1S41 he was sueceeded in eommand by 
Capt. \'an Ness of the re^uular army, who for two 
Aears was in eommand of a eompan\ of l^iited 
States Infantrx , stationed at the new United States 
post, and known as Fort Fairfield. The eaptain 
had seen ser\ ice in the Morida war. \W some his 
e(.)urai^e was ciuestioned. 'I'he bo\'s used to i>i\ e 
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liim the credit of liciiiii: the active atrcnt in the fol- 
lowiiiij: incident: 

The scouts had bnuiirht word tliat a lart^e bodv 
of Indians was approachinij:, when the captain ad- 
dressed liis men and urired them to he hra\e and 
do their dutw but said he: *'^'ou no doubt will be 
overpowered and comi)elled to retreat, and as I am 
hinie and cannot ijfo \ er\' fast, I will start now!" 

In 1S43 the captain witli liis command was or- 
dered to Eastport, and from there to the southwest- 
ern frontier, and became an acti\ e, and we beliex e, 
a useful, participant in the Mexican war. 

With Capt. \'an Ness, while stationed at I'\;rt 
I'airtield, was Lieut. Ricketts, who, with his vounii: 
wife, was i^reatly respected by the settlers. Lieut. 
Ricketts became a major-s^eneral in the War of the 
Rebellion, and did his countr\' irood ser\ ice. 

\n the summer of iSS(), the writer, with his wile, 
Mrs. A. C Paul and Mr. and Mrs. (i. W. Hilton, 
made up a party to view the National Cemetery at 
Arlinixton Ileii^hts. Soon after enterinij; the 
grounds, our attention was attracted bv a beautiful 
monument, and we decided to leave the carria^^e 
and inspect it. 

'I'o our surprise we found that it marked the rest- 
\ng place of Major-General Ricketts of the I'nited 
States Armv; and, as if to remove all doubt as to 
identitv, wc read these words: "Who served as a 
lieuteiianl, at an earl\- dav, upon our Northeastern 
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Frontier." 

These men all had a place and worthily tilled it 
in the earlv histor\' of our town. With others, thev 
did their part in bringing it to notice, in shaping its 
policy and laying the foundation for those who 
came after to enlarge and build upon. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

A PIONKER SKTTLKMENT. 

In September of 11842, Mr. P'reeman Ellis, Jr. 
and Deacon Echvard S. Fowler, both of Sanger- 
ville, made a trip to the then new Aroostook coun- 
try for the purpose of taking up State land and 
making homes. At that time they found all the 
desirable land along the State road taken up, and a 
settlement had been commenced on what was then 
known as the Centre line. E. P. Whitney and 
Sanford Johnston, who came from Kennebec coun- 
ty with one Hunt, (who had taken up the lot and 
built a house where A. I. Rollins now lives) had 
taken the lots, now owned by James Johnston and 
Mrs. Cummings, upon which they had felled 
twentv acres of trees: and Deacon Hiram Stevens 
had gone on beyond them and taken the two lots 
south and adjoining their land, upon which he had 
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rdlcd five acres of trees. When Mc^ssrs. Ellis and 
Fowler arrived on the scene upon that September 
mornino- in 1S42, they found a path bushed out to 
the Johnston and Whitney fallini^, and the fire had 
done its work so far as to burn the small brush 
and black the loi^fs; and fi'om there to ^^r. Stevens' 
opcninji[, which was in like condition, there was 
only a '^spotted line."' South of Mr. Stevens" open- 
\i\<j^ was a small brook and a h\<^ cedar swamp. 
Through this swamp and aloni^ this line for a mile 
they travelled before decidinjj^ upon a location. 
Mr. Ellis took the two lots on the west side and 
Deacon I'owler passed ox er one lot and took the 
second one, upon the east side and adjoining* Mr. 
Ellis' south lot. 

With their decision made, to make homes lor 
their families in the new counlrx, and land located, 
thev returned to Piscataquis count\' to arranw 
their business to make a start earl\- the next sprinf>'. 
Soon after their return to Sant::er\ ille, Mr. l^lllis 
commenced a correspondence with his brother, 
Isaac F. Ellis, who was then li\ in^* in I^^ucttc, the 
result of which was that he and his brother in law, 
Mr. Addison Powers, joined him the following' 
March, and with his eldest son (the writer), started 
with two one-horse teams, ior their new location. 
On his representations, they took the two lots di- 
rectlv south of his and Deacon Fowler's lots, and that 
summer felled forty-five acres upon the adjoininjif 
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lour corners. I'hroiij^h Deacon Fowler's influence 
a younji: i^^^i'^ l\v the name of J. \V. P. Jordan had 
located south of Mr. Powers on the east side ol'the 
centre line, and felled Cwl' acres of trees, on what 
is now know as the Br\ ant farm. I'he tire was not 
done burnini^ in the fortv-fn e acres chopping, when 
J. Winj^ate Haines from Ilallowell came to see the 
new coiuitry, and was so well pleased with this sec- 
tion of it, that he bouiifht Mr. Freeman Ellis' claim 
and also took up the State lot between Deacon Ste- 
ven's and Deacon Fowler's, makinj; in one body 
four hundred and eii^htN* acres. Mr. Ellis then 
went south of his brother, and took the west half 
of the six hundred and forty acre block runninjif 
south to the town line. With Mr. Ilavnes came a 
younjif man by the name ofCieorfj^e A. Nurse, who 
bou*j(ht the Hunt, now Rollins, place, which then 
extended south one mile and joined the James John- 
ston farm. \'oun!^ Jordan returned to vSan;>:ervilIe 
th it ye.ir and s')ld his l.md to Mr. Leonard Spoon- 
er, who came with his familx' in the summer of 
1S41. Mr. H:iinJs did not move his family until 
several ye u*s later, bit in thj m.Mn time placed his 
brother up ):i the l.md, and h:ivin;^ m')re means to 
do with, made lari^e improvements, not only upon 
that land, but erected a s:iwmill on the brook, which 
was a iLi:reat help in buildinjj:, to the settlers. In an- 
othwM* wa\' he did more to benetit Aroostook coun- 
tv thim anv other man of those earlv davs. Some of 
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the best blooded stock ofthat da\' in the State came 
liere throuijli his intliience and with his nionew In 
those da\'s, when work was scarce, not beca.i.se 
there was no demaml for it, but becal!^e tliere was 
so little to pa\' lor it. Mi". IIaine^ was Piever with- 
out s()niethini>- thai could be used in (;ne"s faniilx to 
eat or wear, with which he couJd viw lor a dax's 
work, and it was seldom, summer or winter, that 
lie turned a Pieedx' ai'>plicant awa\'. 

Before returninLT to their families in l'\i\ette, ^h\ 
Powers and Isaac I*\ b^llis erected lo,^' houses upon 
their land, and jointh- with T^reeman l^llis and Dea- 
eon b^>wler, built t\vent\-oiie r(*ds of cedar-loir 
bridji'e acros> the brook aiul cedar swamj") on th.e 
ea^tern line of Deacon Stevens' land. These were 
the lirst houses in tlic Maple Cirox c scltL'iii j:it. In 
the spring- oriS44 the\- with tlieii* Tamilies occuj')ied 
them. I)eac(Mi Fowler mo\ ed his l'amil\- into tlie 
loii* camp occui)ied jointh' b\- these i\arties while 
fellinLi; the iort\'-li\e acres of trees and making the 
improvements th.e season bel'(H"e. T^roemr.n Mllis 
moved his famih' into the Hunt house on the A. I. 
Rollins place, rind a lew weeks later into a part <;f 
his brotlier [sai;'s loi>' hor.se, and in the sujiimer to 
his own iVamed h.()i:si\ This w:;s y-i.(>n f(ll<.\\ed 
b\ h(H';sr.^ buill b\- I)ea.^)n I'\)wlei', |. W. IlaiiH.. 
and Leonard Si-^ooner, and the followin;:" \e.ir b\- 
Deacon Iliram Stevens. The house built bv Mr. 
] I linc'^ and occupie.l b;.' his bmthe;" L'harle^ and. 
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fiimily lor lour vc:irs, was located near tlic spot 
wlicrc Mr. Albert L. Ilaincs' fine residence now 
stands. The biiildiniis erected bv l^^'eenian Ellis 
liaN'e been entirel\- removed; thev stood nearlv oi^- 
posite the buildinus upon the Spooner larm, now 
owned bv Charles Hrxanl, lif'l\- acres ha\ ini»: been 
sold to his son and buildinLLS erected, afterwards 
sold to Mr. Almon S. Richards, who bought all the 
land taken up hv Mr. 1^1 lis, e\cej")t the south eiuht\' 
which had pre\ iouslx" passed into the hands of Re\ . 
Elbridue Knight. 

In the sprinjj^ ol' 1S4S, Mr. j. \\\ Haines mo\ ed 
his famih- and took the active nianauement of his 
farm. This for se\ eral \ears constituted the Ma- 
pie CIrove settlement, with slii^'ht chani^es, without 
remf)vinii: an\' o!'t!ie old landmarks. Isaac F. 1^1- 
lis boui^ht out Mr. Powers, and sold iil't\' acres 
( which is now a part of the town i'arm ) off the 
south end of his oriiifinal lot, to Matthew C. Roister. 
Dj.i. S'.jvens h id s^)ld to his brotlier what is now 
the Rediker place. Mr. Nurse had sold to Enoch 
Iloyt the south part of the Hunt lot. Mr. Ihrnes 
had sold a part of what is now the I. II. K'Pj") fi.rm 
to his son, (ieorii^e \V. T?radford Cummin j^s, Escj., 
and James Johnston had located upon and im :)r()ved 
the E. P. Whitne\' and Sanford lohnston lots; \. W. 
Haines had built a mill-house, and C. II. Ellis had 
built a shinji^Ie mill a short distance below his saw- 
mill, and a road had been opened across Deacon 
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Stevens' east lot to the mills. A road had been 
opened across J. W. Ilaines" north lot, west, into 
the Ilovt neiii^hborhood. A post ollice had been 
established, with Deacon Edward S. l^'owler post- 
master, and C II. Ellis mail contractor, with the 
understandintj^ that the postmaster should carry the 
mail to and from the I'ort r^iirlield oHice once a 
week for the proceeds of the oltice. .^ 
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CIIAPTKR X. 

Ol R IMONICICR .MOrHKRS. 

Some one lias said that while volumes have been 
written about our Pilgrim Fathers, not one line has 
yet appeared in regard to our Pilgrim Mothers, 
(^lite as Ibreible a writer has pertinentlv raised the 
question, ^"l\ it had not been for our mothers where 
should we be?"' Whether in the deep solitude of 
a home far from friends, and onlv here and there, 
separated by distanee too ii^reat to remo\ e the lone- 
liness that eomes to us from the eonseiousness of 
imaii'inarv or real e\ ils b\' which we are surround- 
ed, and beyond our power to resist; to be aroused 
from our reveries bv the screech ol' the harmless 
owl, the howl of the hun^rx' wolf, or the crack of 
the hunter's or Indian's ritle, or in the broader but 
not less lonely home upon the n ast prairie, where 
from morn imtil nii^ht the eve m:iv look out 
onlv to see one unbounded field of loneliness, and 
if perchance at times it is broken, to be Ibllowed 
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bv suspense, not knowing whether friend or foe is 
eoniini^* — is an ex]ierienee into whieli the women 
in pior.eer life Inn e most full\- entered, and one tliat 
lias been harder to beai" than tlie hardships and pri- 
vations sliared with lir.sbands and ehildren in their 
rude an*d eomfortless homes, and one that lias mueh 
to do with the fallerini:' step, the sad and wear\' 
look, the wastinu* strenutli, the eoltl ar.d lileless 
form, tlie motherless ehildren and the dislraeted 
husband, that too often bejor.ies a ]xirl ol' j^ioneer 
life. ' 

In the settlement of the .\roostook \alle\', there 
were speeial ea.uses to awaken apprehension, aror.se 
fear and make almost unendurable the li\ es ol' those 
devoted women who had bra\ el\" left the eomforls 
of eivilization, and u'one forth with the men ol' their 
ehoiee — not onh' with them the solitude and lone- 
liness of a forest home to share, but to enter into a 
larger experienee of absolute loneliness, when bus- 
iness or neeessitN' eomj'jelled them to spend the da\'. 
and too ollen exlendinu" into da\s, from home. 

()nl\' a few miles awa\' there was a tribe of half 
eixilized Indians: from time to time wild beasts 
prowled around In* nis^ht, and sometimes eame un- 
eomfortablv near b\da\'; and often admonished of 
approaehinii: siekness, with a knowledge that the\- 
were so far separated from the experieneed plnsi- 
eian that it was impossible to eall for his aid, — 
these were only a part of the almost unendurable 
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trials that added to their unrest. 

It is true tliese causes had a te:ule:K'\' t ) brincj^ 
tliese earl\- settlers nearer tJij^ether — in Tact, t;) an- 
nihilate distance; and hv da\' or nis^ht the call of 
distress met with a m(,st heart\' respoPiSe: and it 
becomes a (]uestion whether the sulTerer amidst 
this solitude is entitled to the greater honor, or the 
heroic w.)man, who, upon a storm\' nii^ht, amid the 
mutterini^ of storm a'.id the howlinir ol wohes, 
mounted upan a horse led alonir a bridle jxith by a 
soon to be fatlK-r, lantern in hand, hastened to her 
relief. 

'l^hese motherh women wh.o so noblx' stood hv 
and encouraLTed tlieir xoun^er sisters in their pio- 
neer homes were not a lew, and the\ are no less 
deserxiuLC <'l' mention, (;r haxinLi- their brows 
crowned with laurels, th.an the most renowned 
heroes whose life blood ilowed freeh' upon san- 
;^uinar\' fields. .Xn.ioni^ tliese i'aitiifid and de- 
voted women, who were e\er reads' to respond to 
the call of their suft'erinLr sisters, INIrs. William 
Johnston, Mrs. b^reeman Ellis and Mrs. Levi IIo\t, 
are deservinLC ol particular mention. If we were 
to i^ive a list (;l"all deser\inLi* (;f praise and ad- 
miration Ibr their toil and pri\ atior.s, for their de- 
Notion to tlieir hr.sbands arid childrcui, for th.e 
acti\ e and laborior.s i)art thc\" t )()k in transformiu!^' 
the wilderr.ess ir.to the lo\el\ haj^px' luunes xvc 
n(«xv behcJJ, it xvould be to <rix e the names of each 
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and all wlio were the siinlii^lit of tliosc rou^li but 
liappy pioneer homes. AnM)nu* the xouni^ women 
who eommenced married lile anionic the earl\- 
settlers of our town, Mrs. IIenr\- Currier stood 
pre-eminently abo\ e all oth.ers, as a wile, mother 
and helpmate. While she has i^one (.\er to the 
border land, her lar^e Tamil \' ha\ e i^one out from 
heriniluenee and traininir, and bv their liNes and 
example are a eontinued honor to her name. While 
we eannot<i:iNe an extended list, we eannot Ibrbear 
mention of the name of Mrs. lesse A\ erill, who 
did her work well and has ifone to her reward. 

There may be others who suffered more i)ri- 
vations, and whose heroie toil and sufferinii^s are 
deserN'injj: of mention, a!ul who did as much in the 
moiildiniif ol' o'jr social surroundings, but as this 
part of our historx' must be from personal obser- 
N'ation, and it is not our purpose to extend this line 
of observation beyond a sini^de chapter, we can iifo 
no I'arther. 

The real worth and true womanhood of these 
worthy nnd devoted mothers of this xounu: colonv, 
are beheld in the clearest and most perfect lii»ht, 
in the useful, inlluential an<I commandiuLT li\es of 
their daughters — the mothers of to-da\'. And as 
tlie Roman matron ))ointed to her children and 
said: ''These are my jewels," the imperishable 
names of their children honor every profession, 
strengthen every institution and aid in building up 
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all the walks of lilc. Wliilc wc rejoice that the 
world ni()\ es and that woman's intUienee is more 
and more cominuf to be a power, ne\ er can she 
rise to a hii^her eminence, ne\ er shall she know a 
higher fame, ne\ er shall a brii^hter halo i>ather 
around her name, than the sacred endearinji^ name 
ofmother, that lives, brij^htens and dazzles in the 
life work of her de\'oted sons. 
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CIIAPTKR XI. 

'l()l'()C;K.\IMn AM) SOIL. 

TlxTc is no j)art of I-'ort h'aiiricld lliat is mure 
than six miles dislaiU IVom tlic Aroc.stook ri\er; 
tlicrc arc no hi^h hills or hiuh barren land. TbiC 
hiiihesl land, which was called In* the earh' settlers 
"Uhe Mountain/' is in the southeast part < I'lhe town, 
r.ear th.e western town line; it is not ()nl\- suscepti- 
ble ol'crltix ation, but wiis amoni'the lirst lar.d taken 
for settlemen.t : the farn^iS (;f Jonathan llopkinson 
and Daniel (i. Palmer bein;^ located up;)n it, and the 
roiul iVc in Prescp-.e Isle t(Ul:e \ illa^eor l'^)rt b^iirlield 
jrisses o\ er it. On the same road and nearer Fort 
b'aii'field, is the ''W'hitnev hill," named lor its first 
settler, William WMiitr.eN', who took it soon .'iCler 
"'the Mountain" was settled, and cleared it to the 
\ er\' summit. These hi^h lands were Iree from 
s'o:i.', and \ cry producti \ e, and no doubt these hiLj;h 
elevations were sought on account oi* their beii'L( 
Jess liable to frost. 
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The whole town with tlie exception of that im- 
mecliiiteh' upon either side of the ri\ er is iiiulu- 
hitinii' and rollini*;, and now that the trees in its 
\alle\s and upon its hillsides are cleared awaw it 
presents one of the most beautiful j")anoranias the 
e\'e of mortal -man e\ cr rested upon; \ar\inLr as he 
ascends each hill top, and as lie drinks in the 
l^eautv of his surroundin<;s, the lastappearini;' more 
beautiful then its immediate predecessor. As seen 
in the earlx* iorties, with here and there a small 
openini^ cut in the \ ast forest of maple, birch, in- 
terspersed with here and there a pine and lir, sen.d- 
ini»" their slender, beautiful dressed lorm hea\'en- 
ward <>\er-toi)iUHl b\" stateh" pines looking* out from 
above and down u])on the beautiful scenery, seen in 
its best in the months of lune and lulx'; as the sun- 
lii^ht rested upon it, and the identic bree/es rustled 
its green, luxuriant foliaue it stood unsurpassed in 
all the land. 

The land nlouLC the river is level, and in places 
broad, beautiful intervals spread out before you, 
and in an earlier period no doubt, marked a larucr 
and broader ri\ er from which the waters swept on 
to the sea. 

The soil of T'ort Fairfield is like that of the 
lower Aroostook n allew '*It rests upon a ioun- 
dation of ar<iillaeeous rock which is but a few feet 
below the surface, i*re(iuent!y croppin<>* out, es- 
pccidly upon the sides of the hills. This rock is 
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composed lariiclv of cla\' with a mixture oi silica 
(saiul) and lime. Its decomposition In the action 
of frost and heat and nioistiire, is in fact the 
material of which the soil ol' the Aroostook \alle\' 
is made; ior ai^es this decomposition has been 
iToinsr on and has made the surface of earth in the 
uplands ol' the entire region, of tlie richest and most 
productixe cpialitN/' 

It was from this fountain, the earh* settlers drew, 
and some ol them were so well repaid that they 
came to the conclusion that fertilizers would ne\ er 
be needed upon this land. 

It is these lastinnc (jualities that makes the land 
after all these \ears resi^ond so readih" to the use 
of phosophates, and ui\e the abundant and almost 
unprecedented \ield of vegetables, o'i'ains and 
i^rasses. 

Limestone is found in various places and 
Professor W^ireinir, ( f \cw \'ork, c:ime to the 
Aroostook at an earl\-da\' to deliver an address be- 
fore the X. Arcjostook Agricultural Socielx', when 
J. Wiui^ate Haines was President and C. II. I^llis 
Secretary and throuu'h whose inlluence lariiel\-, he 
was induced to come. 

After extendinii' his \isit iVom Prescpie Isle, 
where the fair was held, to the beautilul farms ol' 
lohn Allen in *'(j," and W^inslow Ilall and I\(>r\' 
Ilardison in '*II," «uh1 to the Maple (Jroxe settle- 
ment and home of J. Winii^ate Haines, he ]^ro- 
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noiincccl the soil identical with that of the i'ar- 
i'amed (ienesee valley of central New York, and 
predicted future development and producti\ eness, 
unsurpassed in the land. 

These lands are abundantlv watered, first of all 
h\' the Aroostook river, which makes a orand 
sweep and <^iviniij nearly ten miles of waterway; 
next in importance, and cominii: from the south 
is Fit/herhert's brook, risinj^ in the township 
south (Easton) and supplyinj^ two valuable water 
privileji^es, it empties into the Aroostook river 
about two miles above the Tails. The Johnston 
brook, which rises in the south-west portion of the 
town, and upon which the Maple Grove Potato 
Factory and Bryant's Mill, is located, and which sup- 
plies more good mill sites, with a scanty supplv of 
water, than anv other stream in the countv. This 
stream supplies a valuable mill site in our village, 
and empties into the Aroostook, near the Collins 
House. The Loveh' brook rises in the town of 
Pres<(ue Isle and enters the Aroostook river one 
mile abo\'e the \illage; it is a reliable water power. 

On the north side of the Aroostook river the 
Ilurd brook, after running through the north part 
of the town of Fort Fairfield, comes to the river 
one-half mile this side ol' the boundary line: op- 
posite the \ illage is the Nelson brook, and three 
miles above, the Amsden brook, after waterini*: a 
large breadth of land, joins the Aroostook river. 
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These, toofcthcr with a larw number of beaiitillil 
fountains of sparklinij water sprin^iniu: up out of 
the earth, abundantly supply both man and beast, 
with this, Cjod's best uift to man. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

HARDSHIPS AND PRIVATIONS. 

Some men have made a record by their patient 
suffering, while a much larger class are remem- 
bered more lor their physical endurance, the pri- 
vations they have experienced and the hardships 
endured, rather than lor what they have really ac- 
complished. No where is this truer than in the 
early settlement of the AroOvStook vallev. Verv 
few of these settlers were possessed of any means 
other than what thcv earned bv their daily toil. 
With heavy forest to remove from their land, with 
early frost to injure their crops, they were com- 
pelled to engage in small lumber operations, or to 
go iVom home through the winter and work in the 
lumber woods. And too often alter a hard win- 
ters' work, the extremely high price at which goods 
purchased on the long time credit ol'a lumber op- 
eration, and hauled with teams from a far awa\' 
market, had to be sold, would use up every dollar, 
even with the most prudent management of a iVu- 
iral and industrious housewife. And to those who 
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had no family to supp:)rt, t-ic haniLi:in.iX up ol' the 
drive, or total faihire of their employer, was no un- 
usual experienee. 

Pot.itoes, then as now, were a sine erop. The 
hoe struek through the tnrland lifted so as to drop 
a potato under it, and pressed down with the foot, 
could sal'eh' be left imtil harvest time, with the 
assurance of an abundant return. Oats were usual- 
Iv a safe crop, and ua\e an abundant \ield, and 
throufi^li the enter]')rise of a Pro\ ineial neiiihbor, a 
<;ood mill Ibr kilndr\in<>* and urindinii' them, was 
within reach. l>ut for these facts some would ha\ e 
been compelled to abandon their improx ements, 
and lea\e thecountr\-; il'inslances of actual starx- 
ation had not occurred: and a valuable source of 
bread supply, that had come into almost universal 
use, would not have been known to these settlers. 

The e\)")erience of one, with variations, was a 
part ol' many lives. With a small clcarinu*, a loj^' 
house, the potatoes were gathered and stored in 
the cellar, the onlv pro\ ision Ibr the wife and n'ouulc 
i'amily. The nearest place at which work could 
be had was four miles awaw and each morninic 
with his ax upon his shoulder, at an early hour he 
left his home to toil until late at niii^ht Ibr a dollar, 
whose purchasing- power was not o\ er half, if more 
th:ra one-third of what it is to-da\'. 

'i'hen with a few pounds of meal, (Hour was not 
to be thcniiJfht of) a piece of pork, a little tea 
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fastened to his a\ handle and over his shoulder, he 
wended his wav baek to his h)nel\ wife and eoni- 
iortless lionie, to be repeated day after day, as the 
months and sometimes \ears rolled a\va\. An 
ineident related b\' an e\e witness, is illustratix e 
not onlv of the destitution but of the heroism with 
whieh it was endured. 

*'Ai'ter a walk of several miles, a call at a house 
for a drink of water, found the ihmil\- just sittini; 
down to breakfast." He was asked to ''sit up and 
partake with them," but declined. To his sur- 
prise there was nothinjj: on the table but <^reens, 
(cooked fiddle-heads, a species oi' iern ), and salt. 
Without being in the least abashed and probably 
conscious that his destitution was not the exception 
he coolly remarked ''If the house /s full of pro- 
vision, we have to have *our greens." No doubt 
some of our readers will think this picture over- 
drawn, but when in many oi* the families, wheat 
bread and butter were not seen for weeks together, 
we may not be surprised or unprepared ibr all 
and more than we shall find recorded in these 
pages. 

Of ourowTi personal knowledge, a house now 
stands in this village upon which the carpenter 
work was done with the lull understanding that an 
order was to be given on the store, at one dollar 
per day, and that buckwheat pancakes and mo- 
lasses was the best board that could be furnished. 
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TIk' \VL'ar\ hours of toil, and the cxpoMirc to 
cold and storm, was often more endurable than 
the destitution and j'jrix ations that was tiie lot of 
loved one.^, depriv ed ol' the necessities of life, and 
the comfort ol'a home that all should enjow 

In the winter of .|..|-45 a bo\ who had known but 
little of the hardshi|>s of life, was at work in the 
lumber woods some twent\- miles from home. In 
midwinter such a dcLi'ree of homoickness came 
over him t!i;it h/ obliinjj lea\ c of absjnce lor a 
few da\s to \ isit his home. Hut that comfortless 
home and destitute famil\-, was harder to endure 
than all Iiis past loneliness. So with a neiichbor's 
horse and sled and one to return with it, he started 
back t'.) thv^ woods, L:(>ini'- hv tlie wa\' ol' his rm- 
]")lo\er''; >Lorc, to whom he told of the destitution 
at home, and **took u|^" all his work had come to 
and all there was a prosj'^cct of carninLi" lor the re- 
mainder oi the winter, and sent il home to help the 
famih' and went (ui his wa\ rejoicinLi", to da\s of 
toil and 'v-xpn>ure to which he had ne\er been 
inured. 

As we u'o forth and beh.old the broad lields, the 
beautiful homes and the jM'osj^erous and wealthy 
farmers that mike up our communitv to-da\ , it i> 
indeed ditlicult to reali/e the labor, privations, 
hardship^ and sufferings that laid the Ibundati.) i 
and. made the present pos.sible. It is difficult tv) 
iiixc lluun the place the\- ileserx t- in transforminii' 
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tlic wilclcnicss of desolation and Lifloom, into tho 
hcaiitii'ul panorama tliat iVoni o-.ir hill-tops dazzles 
tlu* CNC of the beholder, while it entranees his 
vision, and leads him to exelaim: '"TheN" wiseh' 
selected, nobl\ planned, and worthiK' performed. 
'i'he\' rest from their toil and |')ri\alions, and their 
works are the foundation upon whieh others shall 
reap a rich reward." 
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CIIAPTKR XIII. 

l.()OKIN(; MACKWAKI). 

In March, iSj.2, a b()\- in liis cii^htciMUh war left 
school aiul home in a quiet villaj^c in central 
Maine, and started out on what proved to be a 
seven daws' iournew to the tlien almost unknown 
Aroostook countw 

The entire party consisted of three men and the 
boy, and two one horse loaded teams. The roads 
were bad, snow deep, and it was \ er\ditricult uettinsif 
past teams that were met. There was very little 
n^oiniif faster then a walk, and upon risinijf ground 
all walked. It was a tiresome and drearv j()urne\, 
and before its end a lull two ieet oi' snow was 
added to that before fallen. Alter lea\ inji^ Lin- 
coln \illa<r<-** there was onh' here and there a 
house in a small clearin^i; until Mattawankeaju: Point 
was reached, where there was a ta>ern, a store, 
two or three small houses and a blacksmith shop. 
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I'rom the ^'Point" to the mouth of the Aroostook 
road wo passed o\'cr an unsettled eountrv, not an 
inhabitant for the whole distanee, and tlie land too 
poor to raise timber of any si/e. At the mouth 
of the Aroostook road tliere was a tavern (liotel 
was not known in those davs) and two larire stables. 
There was a taxern at Molunkus, tin* "Letter A 
House" and onlv two or tliree settlers until we 
were within five mile.s ol lioulton. Iloulton was 
a (|uiet halmet, with Ilaneoek Barracks and a regi- 
ment of United States troops nearl\- one mile awa\'. 

After leavinu* Iloulton we passed a few small 
openings before arri\ ini^: at (General Wellington's 
( Montieello), from there to Ketehum's ( Rridji^e- 
water) we passed throui^h an unbroken wilderness, 
as before, until within three miles of Fairbank's 
( Presquc Isle ), with the exception of Thorn's, a 
Iolj: house hall wa\ between Hridi^ewater and 
Presque Isle, where a halt was almost unixersallv 
made for dinner, to bait the team, or for a drink 
of something" stronger then water, liefore arrixinir 
at I*\'iirbanks" we passed two small openino^s with 
their small loi>' houses, occupied by Dea. Rose and 
Hiram Ilardison and their families, and possibly 
there miicht have been two or three others. 

From Pres<|ue Isle we passed the \\M*anus 
Chandler place (a very small bejL>innin<;) and alter 
crossinjj: the west line of ''Letter I)'* ( Fort Fair- 
field), found the roadsides dotted with small open- 
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inys whciv Jonathan llopkinson, Daniel (j. Palmer, 
Mr. Hrau^don, Benjamin I), and Otis Kastman, 
I^cvi II()\t, William \\Miitnc\', Orrin Whitncw 
Hunt, Tucker and Lnou had just commenced im- 
provements. 

It was a loniif, wears iourne\', witli \er\- little to 
interest or lift the dark vail that seemed to settle 
as a pall o\ er the N'oun^ life. Il was a iL;<)in<^ out, 
without Abraham's faith, '"not knowing- w hither he 
went.'' it was a journe\ awa\ Irom home. awa\' 
Irom \()uni>* associates, awav from all that had 
nijule up a happw hopeful, joNous life. Il was the 
beiiininij: of a se\ ere but \aluable discipline. It 
was the school of persoiT:d reliance a!ul self disci- 
j>line, it was the puttinn' awav of boxhood and 
enterini^ upon the ro\al road ol reliant manhood. 

Our iirst day in I^'ort l^^iirticld was April 5th. 
Our tirst effort at a dax's work was cuttiuir ice. 
which was nearh' or ijuite three feet thick in the 
Aroostook river. A charter for a boom at the 
mouth of the Aroostook had been obtained from 
the British Parliament. L'ajH.J. B. W'inu' hatl pur- 
chased the Aroostook boom from the State, and 
was eni^aiicd in cuttini*' it out of the ice, and haul- 
inix it to the mouth of the ri\ er, to have it in readi- 
ness to hold the sprinu" drives and raft the timber 
before runnini^ it down the St. John ri\ er. The 
snow was then six ieet deep; many of the teams 
had come out of the woods unable to work, some 
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b\- reason of scattered timber and lonii: roads, some 
because it was imp:)ssible to <i:et supplies in iVom 
Bans^or, on account of deej') snow and bad roads. 

Hardships and privations were the lot of 
all the settlers. Late sprinjjfs and early frosts 
were exj^erienced lor several subsecpient years. 
Lumberinic seemed to be the popular employment, 
but most of these new settlers who had ne\ er 
hid a!i\' expLM'ience in that business, were in- 
deed luck\' if a winter's li\ iuir for themselves and 
families was realized i'njm their investment, but a 
more common experience was to come out in debt. 

Aroostook at that earl\' da\' was fortunate in the 
class of settlers that came^to m:ike homes. Thev 
were men who ca.me with dependent families, and 
used up all their hieaiis before they had bcirim to 
experience the hardshij^s and privations tliat came 
thick and i'ast. 

It is true the\' were hard working nien with indom- 
itable wills, witli courage to face the most discour- 
ai^in^* surroundings. Thex hcroicalK' remained and 
faced all these privations and trials lor the simple 
but effective reason, that there was nowhere thev 

ft 

could s^o, and thev had nothini^ to iro with. Like 
their heroic ancestors who two hundred and twen- 
t\-three \'ears before came over in the Mavtiower, 
the\' had risked all to lictter their condition, the\' 
had sold all their possessions, and with their de- 
pendent families had lojated in these faraway for- 
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est hoPiics. And as all ]'>()ssil)ilitv of rctuniini!^ was 
cut off when the Ma\'tlo\vcr raised her anchor and 
ht)isted sails for her return voNaiie, — so the\' 
were here to ii^o forward, here to subdue these for- 
ests, liere to let in the sunliirht, that it nii*^ht warm 
the soil, dry up the dani|)ness, change the seasons, 
and make this drear\ and forbidding desolation the 
<i:arden of the State. Thex' were hereto sta\-: for to 
turnback was deatli, their onl\- w.i\- was to do or die. 
Like them the\ \Vere firm belie\ ers in an ox errul- 
iniif and ufracious Pro\ idenee. To them the seed 
timj and t'le harvest were a \erit\': to them hard- 
ship and j)ri\ ations were a discipline, and with them 
the minister, the church, the schoolhouse and the 
teacher, were as necessar\ as the biead and cloth- 
inji: ^<>i* their families. T^aith in (iod inspired in 
them faith in themsehes, and failure became an 
impossibilitN', and success became assured. Like 
them, present duty and i'aith in a brighter and more 
prosperous iuture was their iruidih<: star. The for- 
est fell before the woodman's axe, and the wa\ inir 
ifrain was gathered, and the work of tnmsformation 
steadily and persistently went forward. 

Like them, the\' builded better than the\' knew. 
If we turn back to the close oi* the iirst iiftv \ears 
of the Plymouth Colon\* and carefully stud\ its his- 

^ • • • 

tor\', we shall iind that it in no way compares with 
the rich har\'est that has been jjfathered from the 
toil, privations and indomitable will of the Aroos- 
took pioneers. 
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LKITKK I) IM.AN'rA'I'ION. 

It was not to be cxpc^ctotl that American citi/LMis 
would be content to forc^^o llie i')ri\ ilesifc o1 a xoice 
in tlic selection of their rulers. Our rorefathers 
resisted the British crown because ol' taxation 
without reju'esentation. Our lathers planned for 
representation without taxation. 

'Vh: le/isl.itare i;i thj wintjr of nS^o pas-;jd a:i 
act. Tor the orj^ani/ation of plantations for election 
purposes. 'I'his oriicani/ation ujin e all the rights of 
franchise, in the election ol' State, national and 
count\- ollicers, and consisted of a board ol as- 
sosors and clerk, and made no ]')ro\ ision lor raisin^jf 
money by taxation ior an\- purpose whatever. 

At the Si'|)tember election in iN-}o the nearest 
place of \otinij: was Iloulton, and Capt. John I>. 
^\'ini^^ I). K. Ilobarl of Presc.iue Isle and Almon S. 
Richards went to Iloulton to vote at the State 
clecton. 
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On October 19, 1X40, "Letter I)" unci Plymouth 
(jrant inRjuwe i, "Letters K, (j and IF' and Eaton 
(irantin Ranj^e 2 and Townships 12 and 13 in Ran^e 
3 were ori^anized as Prescjue Isle plantation, and 
W'ranus Chandler, Silas Blodj^ett and Isaac Mc- 
Donald were chosen assessors. On September 4, 
i*S4i, "Letters Dand E'and Plymouth Grant Ranjre 
I, "Letter il" and Eaton Grant Ran^e 2 were 
ortjanized with John B. Winjr, Abel Humphry and 
William Johnston, assessors, and E. AV. Waite 
clerk. The next plantation on the lower Aroos- 
took to ortJ^anize, was Caribou. This embraced 
Letters II and I Ranj^e 2, and was or^j^anized April 
24, 1S4S and in i<S54, Eaton (Jrant and the west 
half of Plymouth Grant became a separate plan- 
tation orii^anization. 

"{'he olhcers consisted of a moderatiM* who pre- 
sided at the annual meetinLr: a clerk, who was re- 
ipiired to keep a record of the proceedings, and 
three assessors, whose duty consisted in deciding 
as to who was entitled to Note, count ini; and de- 
clarinj; the votes, and makinj^' the proper returns. 

It is doubtful just when or how the original 
Letter D Plantation became organized with power 
to assess taxes; but as the necessit\- lor schools be- 
came apparent, the people demanded taxation to 
support them, and the raising money for roads and 
other purposes until the board of officers with 
duties as general as those in towns were in active 
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operation. At these early plantation meetings 
party lines were strietly drawn, as it was all im- 
portant that our side controlled the decision as to 
who had the right to vote, and experience had not 
been slow to teach that it made a vast difference 
whether the applicant for the high honor of cast- 
inj^ a ballot intended to vote for or a<xainst the 
party who controlled the polls. Often times at the 
annual plantation election excitement ran high. 
P3verv man within the territorial limits, would be 
found at the polling place, and if by reason of sick- 
ness one was detained at home, they were so even- 
Iv divided as to affect the result. While a large 
proportion of the new settlers were men ol' decided 
convictions and strong partisans, there was alwavs 
an element open to conviction, and the stronger 
influence and other inducements were a f«ictor 
that was to be taken into consideration in the final 
results. 

The annual ''^^arch meeting" — which was held 
in April — and the State and national elections, were 
important events, together with the fourth of Julv, 
that brought the people together, kept the tires of 
patriotism burning, and left an abiding conscious- 
ness in everv mind that the future destinv of state 
and nation depended upon their influence and vote. 

The strange and unaccountable thing was, that 
so manv unreasonable and ridiculous thini^s could 
be enacted in the name of liberty and equal rights. 
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without in the least dcstrc)\ iniif faith in, or h)sinij: 
respect lor, the saered rites of the ballot. Kaeh 
and e\ erv eoniini^ toLrether lor election purposes 
was a di\ ersion and recreation. Kach election was 
a reminder that we, althouuh conipleleK' isolated 
from former homes and friends, were American 
citi/ens, with all the inherent power of an\' others, 
or with other e(|ual numbers in the richest, most 
|")opulous and oldest portion of the land. A care- 
ful studx' of situation from the standpoint of results 
convinces us that the ballot was (juite as much a 
power in keepinij: up the spirit ol'patriotism, and in 
winninir to our form of lton ernment and institutions 
those familiar with and lo\al to another, as in its 
inlluence in deciding' elections and inlluencinu* ^o\ - 
ernmental affairs. In this we do not wish to be 
understood as in any way belittlinLT, or placinu' a 
low estimate upon this secret, silent but onuiipres- 
ent power in American politics. 

I^'rom the earliest settlement iri New Knii:land, 
the riiLiht of rejMcsentation had been a cherished 
thoui^ht, a component ]\u"t ol true and diunilied 
manhood. 

A ti[o\ernment by the people, coupled with **we 
are the people." became the central idea ofecjual 
and exact rii::hts. 

The ballot became more and more the power 
for all that was riiifht and the destrover of all that 
was wronn:. In those plantation days the number 
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of ballots cast in proportion to the actual number 
of voters was m-catcr than in older and more thick- 
ly populated communities. .\nd if we mistake 
not, as intelliwnt and conscientious ballots were 
cast as in anv part of the land. 
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CHAPTER X\\ 

FLANTATION MICKTINCIS. 

The first political orpmi/ation in this town was 
effected in 1S42 under the wState hiw. It was lor 
election purposes only and was under the name of 
'^Letter D Phmtation." The orji^ani/ation was 
effected bv the choice of a moderator to preside 
at the annual meetini^, which was lor the election 
ol' plantation officers, to consist oi' three assessors 
who were to be judj^es of the rij^^ht of franchise, pre- 
side and keep order at the annual elections, receive, 
sort, count and make officird returns of the votes: 
and a clerk, who kept a correct record of all proceed- 
ings at both the annual sprini^ election of planta- 
tion officers, and of the September election returns. 
To this was added the important duty of posting 
all notices of intentions of marria<>:e, and for the 
moderate sum ol' fifty cents to supply the interest- 
ed parties with a certiticate, settinji^ Ibrth that such 
duty had been lej^ally perlormed. 
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The election of plantation olficers was con- 
sidered a matter of considerable importance. Party 
politics often ran Iiijj^h, and with parties about 
equally divided, some sharp practices were resort- 
ed to in carrvinii: the dav. The names of Whii^ and 
Democrat were often held up and their principles 
advocated with as much earnestness as if the most 
sacred rij^hts, and present, if not eternal interests, 
were involved. At one election it was evident that 
a most determined rtiJfht was to be made. Mr. Ad- 
dison Powers, who had made many personal friends, 
was the Whi<^ candidate for mf)derat()r, and when 
the vote was declareil it was seen that he had been 
elected bv onlv one maioritv. The next vote, for 
clerk, was looked forward to with much anxietv. 
The Democrats had placed in nomination a very 
popular and estimable younji^ man: the Whij^s had 
also put in nomination a youn^c man who had cast 
his first vote that m:>rnin<j: Ibr m:)derator. The can- 
vass became quite excitini^, and the two candidates 
did not lack interest in the proceedings. In the 
height of tlie excitement the Democratic candidate 
approached his competitor and offered to exchanii^e 
votes with him. This proposition was flatly refused, 
and supplemented with the remark, — ''that he did 
not propose to be cheated by such a transaction." 
This reply was promptly resented, as it had a right 
to be, from the standpoint in which it had been re- 
ceived. For no one who knew that voung man 
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would question lor a moment that if he had in c\- 
chan<;c for his own Note, taken the one for his \\Mii^ 
opponent, he would have most sacredly dep(jsited 
it in the ballot box. And when a demand was 
made lor the reason ibr m.ikinij: such an insinuation, 
a most positixe denial was made of ha\ inji^ done 
so. IJut when asked what he did mean, he said: 
'•\'on would have had a chance to vote for a loval 
Whii^, andr I should be comi')elled to Note for a 
Democrat." The Whiu: then stepped up to the 
polls and cast a Note for himself amidst hearty 
cheers. And Nvhen the Notes Nvere counted ;rnd it 
was found that he was elected hv an increased ma- 
ioritv, more tlian o'.ie attributed his election to that 
reply. 

These plantation meetini^s pro\ed of real benefit 
to the ncNv settlement. bN' reason of their brin^ini*' 
totj^ether the tNvo distinct and separate classes who 
made up this settlement: those Nvho Nvere made 
citizens and voters by the W'ebster-Ashburton 
treatN' and those who came here from "outside" 
(auNNvhere bcNond the Ioulj: and drearv Nvoods 
from Mattawamkeai^ Point to lloulton). In 1N.40 
these tNVO classes were absolutely distinct and sejxi- 
rate from each other: the one here hv authoritN' 
from the British crown, and in heartN sNuinatliN" 
with their customs and institutions: the other loNal 
to and proud of their Americanism and Republican 
institutions. Somethiiii^ more allurinir ihwu the 




HISTORY OF rOKT FAI K I'l KLO. 



113 



SL-Llin^- 11]^ (>r a i;-')\ oi'nnKMit I'or whicli tln'\' li:ul no 
rcspj.'i. \v;i- rv'^!.:!! -.-tl 1m c;i!l tlu-ni out, aiv:l the 
p 'l!lij:ii i\/iK';ii..':i; a:v.! |^arl\ oj^'posiiion wa-; a 
valna-'!' .-"'i ii'ijl i:i brip^i!)''- I'lis rca^N' I'orcif^n 
cl'jiivj:: 1'^. •) ]\ r.'-.ii i:v/ ;rv.l unit\' with their .\injri- 
can C'»-:s;:"! -. 

A'.ii >:v; iK- a.^'j-.e \\- 'i'kers in ronnin'j: ami briiiLT- 
in '• in;. > h ir:-n > r\- th.••^^.' distiiu'l an'.l s^'-^arato, if not 
opr.v) ;-! '• ri.*:"' )'v-, L'ai"/.. Su-nhv-n i>. Palt-jc, lion. 
jii'i'i [>. 'Iri'I >i. i'l.- <:•;.: A. Xnr^.-, K. Pariin 
"Wliifv.'v. C'in-I..:; ii. i>r.'!, K! v.-i,l-.. \V. Wa't.- 

an.l e'ri;*en^ v/.r/ke'" ^. '■ !^ h uv.*\ er. cxl vnulx' 
(1 )an*ri!! if \'\:: w > i! 1 hv. .- :. i.'jl'JvK\1 ii' it h:r.l 
n ) lv\' 1 [>' ih ' • • 1 '" ■: ) ()'' a n - ,v linj ol* diiT.- '- 

^ ■' ' > I ' ; . <» ^ '' r\-.' iin .' i: 

■' ' ui-..\. ■ ; '1 r.[ pari .' p )Iir; j^ 

:. . \ . :: :. 'I'-r' • b^' ihrtnurli 

' r-^'V, \^\ ' !■ :'• i '"lal bmk, and 

r v.* c. v "j' ■ ■• c'.i.-v'i ':':i :.■ !:^'nic. a.inonu" noiiilibors, 
:in(l in l':.* liiinl'v ca::"':-s; th«.'\- did not disturb 
r. >;iil i\'li-'')n^ (T 'p-r ;->n:il i'ri'.'nd^hip. 

'^'iie it.'.il inv ■" i "■''.• T'lid M>.ial j^ower (»!' the 
P'l.ii'.l 'li«''i inr<.l!!"5' ■■ v'H -.-..■^■r bi' a]")]M"cciatcd. sa\"c 
b\' iiV!;v- \vl:<) w ■;■'.• a.jl:\c* i^irticij^anls, Varct'ul 
obs^-rvers and c;m''"!c>1" students, not onlv oT tlic 
ip.>l.!Uili<)n ilsuir, but (*l' its ii'llucncc upon the entire 
t oninr.ii'.ilN'; and ihea onl\' when the\' come to 
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realize that its mystic power has made of these 
eonflictinj^ elements one people, broader in their 
opinions, more liberal in their principles and more 
devoted to their country and their homes. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

A MOOSK HI* NT. 

In the fall of 1844 some of the Maple Grove set- 
tlers had seen traeks and other marks that con- 
vinced them that there were moose near bv. The 
^ following March, with over four Teet of snow and 
a «:ood crust, they orj^anized a moose hunt. One 
or two or the party had seen a bear and a wolf 
amon^ifthe mountains of old Oxford countv. With 
these exceptions, the fox and the rabbit were the 
largest wild game they had ever seen, and the hab- 
its of the moose and the manner of hunting them 
were wholly unknown. The party of five, with 
two old firelocks and an equal number of dogs, had 
proceeded but a short distance when they found 
old tracks in the snow, broken twigs and here and 
there bark li^nawed from small trees. Soon the 
tracks began to look new, but nothing answering to 
the hunters' idea of a moose yard put in an appear- 
ance. In fact, nothing short of seeing the snow 
trodden down as completely as it was in their barn- 
yard, would have come up to their idea of a moose 
yard. Not one of the party had the least idea that 
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a moose was \\iihiii a iniK' n[' liuin. wlu-iu v'oniiii;; 
11]) o\nr ;i knoll. {\\k:\ :>.r\'. ■/■.■ I'/i;--* >',(»: i\»iji" i\n-s 
rMVMv. t!i'-ii' n^r^Sv". ;r:'l I •; • • , ■;!";•. i| .;.: i\ K: >:-.- 
ini^ at L ;k'!i i>1;k ! . Iv. M .ii. :^'^ \ ii -^ . w' lir^i v.'\- 
pcrioiK'L' <»r I Ik- ino-'sc .li^c! i''- -. : ^ '. w.i-- (if lIi-.- 
lumtcr.s ulilu' -ii^lil l\-:o:\.' i!:-. .i. I !..• r.!t)«»^- h.ac: 
to cluH)Sr bcL\Vi.'cn ^laiuli.i/. i!iv ii j.'.ro-:!:.!. ;i:kl -.i.iri- 
in<^ out ihmii^h To;:! lln r :>'\ • i i.. -.y !:;i ;i -..i;:.^ i-vu 
cut like a kni!\". TIk' (I-jl;-, wI'-.- h.. 
\erN" much nciirii' ih.-i: i!:-. I;';;* : 
appeared t-) ha\e tiie riiiiie ,■■'.!.'! 

As the huulers lexe'-. d t;iv.'ii l. ■ 1 
least ():ie of the part-. Tell :. uie i . :' v' 
a tree, llian to I'lillow up, i!: • p.... .-. 
main impii'oU'ctv.'d at ^» >:U':; :i (':... 
three wild, unL:'ai!"i!\ h't^MKu ai^i^i;.- b'. i'- ^■.' i' .■■i. 
Ouh' one oi' tiie !;i:n^ ve-^- . idc;! i J- < -.H \'.r.\\. 
made, but ihal v.a.^ i'.:'.);i.^Ii i » s ■ i-^- I'.w ■ ii^ ^• 
ihrouuh the deep' -..ic;\;. 1 r-v •' i .'i 
crust at exers' ^t."p. 'The c\). : . j'W : 
stand tlu' pari i iK'\ n e;\' l > ^ ^i \ . ;;i:/ ;.: I'u' d!-:. ' i.;.* 
ol ten rods br«)-i':l^: ih.- w .»i!n:\^ ' ;ii .:-;• tc : ■-■■ . :.,-:■ 
a well directed sl.v ! > ;^ -.nded 1^ i;i'.'. '• ?■..• ;' '■ . 
were soon upon ilicir ir.ick. aii-.^. iii h >s t'-.a-^ h;!:i' ;'. 
mile held up the second uk osc, w hich \\ a> killed, 
but not until lie had scriorsix v, omuled the best 
do<^. The oid\- doix that jm\»\ ed t«; l-c <»!' any use 
beini^ wounded and unable to make anx' better time 
than the men on snowshoes, the chase was soon 
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^'ixcn uj^, and the part\' returned to their homes 
wril satislied with tlieir da\\s luint. The next 
nn)rnini»' a i^art of tlie oriij^inal hunting- ]^/art\-, under 
tin; pretenee ol* bri.nuiiiv In the hides and tlie I'e- 
m under ol' the meat, si..:: J. i'l ]>;!rs. lit of liie other 
mooS'v". After I'-oiui*' a little ox er a riiile IVom \\ l":ere 
th.e\' left the traek^ th.e da\" l^efore. th.ex' eame uiv 
on the moose in a lillle eKwrj;- oi' e\ ^'i^iiieen trees, 
t>> lime and sore to mike :inother start throuuh 
the deen snow and h ird eiaisL ().:e or two uood 
s1u)ls l)ro;i!i^ht down t'ne Ji.'ime, whieh rro\ed to h-e 
an (dd eow m(.»osL\ nearl\' or (riite as lar^-e as hotli 
oftiie twO'\ear-ol(ls ki'h'd th.e (hi\- be!\.re. 

'J'lui'; en:led tlie n:.v,:;o !:;!;m. tlie inL^\:erie::eed 
lumte:"^ behex in :; "'rrv liad lii!''.' • all t/at were in 
the \-ard. Ibit in this tiie\- were nr- i ihon, as it 
ai'lerwards ;■ j^j^eai e:h -iLlore an\- (i the m'..(.se 
were .seeii, tlie le;ider {>[' the herd bej:ime .'darrned 
a.ivJ brv»ke awj\- iVoni his eompanioiiS, and made 
for the l(;wlands at the head (»f the b'il.'.herbert 
br(;ok, wliere :i m<rre (.'xperieneed liimter si-eeeed- 
ed ill sejurin::: hi^n a few chus later. \\':K!e the 
moose meat w:i.s a PiUhl ^iesiraide r.ddilic^ii to* tl^e 
s.*ant\- ];r"(k'i's (;f sex eral pioneer families, the ex- 
eiteiient of the chasj prepared tlie wax* for raids up- 
on moose, earibou and deer, th:it soon droxe them 
IVom this and the toxvn south of us, and was a hap- 
p\ dixersion from the q.det of the long- and dreary 
winters. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

INTHRKSTINC; FACTS. 

Wc .'irc not able to obtain a full list of prico in 
the Aroostook at an carh clav, but in iNji a store 
was opened at the mouth olthe Aroostook river in 
New Brunswick where the\' boui^ht pire timber 
<}{ the settlers at S.^ per ton and paid in j;r<^^>ds 
at the following prices: Inferior prints 50 cents 
per vard. Thev tore webs ol sheetinir in two 
Jenjj^thwise, and sold it half width at 50 cents per 
vard. Tobacco at Si. 50 per pound, boots from 
SS to S9 per pair, flour at S16 and herring at SiS 
per barrel. 

PAIRIOTISM. 

Love of coimtrv and devotion to its institutions 
induced Captain John B. Win<^ to start out on a 
horse back ride of til'tv miles to cast his vote for 
State and county officers: at Presque Isle he was 
joined by Mr. D. K. Ilobart. They had ^one 
but a little over a mile when thev came to a small 
chopping belonging to Mr. Almon S. Richards. 
Mr. Richards had no horse to ride, but bv an ac- 
comodating arrangement thev "'rode and tied," and 
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the two horses took the three men to Iloulton in 
time to vote. All three of these men were among 
the first voters at the Presque Isle plantation 
election the same vear. 

irSTRIC OFTIIK PKACF. 

In the spring of 1841 John B. Wing and William 
Johnston were appointed Justices of the Peace and 
Almon S. Richards Deputy Sheriff. He held 
this office lor two years, and in 1S43 Joseph Fox 
was appointed, and in i<S44 Charles W. Doughty. 
In 1843 Daniel Libby held the office ol' Justice of 
the Peace. Some of the earliest marriages in the 
valley were performed by him and William John- 
ston, who were both very popular with the young 
people of that day. 

Till!: MAIL. POST OFFKi:. 

The nearest post office in 1840 was at Iloulton, 
and arrans^ements was entered into bv tlie volun- 
tcers with David Hubar, to go to Iloulton cnce in 
two weeks ar.d bring them mail and take their 
letters there to mail. These trips were all made 
on foot and the mail bag returned on his back. 

In the spring of 1841 Daniel Libby agreed to 
carry the mail at $10 per trip, but was not obliged 
to go oftener then cnce in four weeks, and the 
same season Warren A. Johnston was appointed 
special messenger for the United States officers, 
and mule U'\ps to Iloulton as tlie business of the 
pjst rc^q-iiroJ. This service was strictly for the 
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rc^'iilars wiii^caiiK- 1i'.m\' in Scptciiibcr I'vji.iind 

Li^"-ti.';':-:t i Mi J':".!-. ■ vi."kctl>, and McL'all: Dr. 
:»';lij;:x". '^"^r -'{yn; '■■] v \r:.\.]r\\i. yi\\r^:\-\cv: a v: 

\v*.n\" (•:*f\Ti'tl l:i JC.:";- •'•! ;-":d ^-;;i r^v^ ;::vrl.I\- lo l:-^^ 

Jiio (Iralu^,^ and t<> ]\ir^:;"i]^au' in l!ic war wilh 
Mc.\ii."('. 

In l!io wir.irr -if i>"(\ I)::J! x \'\ I.i.a\iM ^'.\n:'\'il 

P L^iaill nj I'.M't. «.• :■ 'i. '! •^;;■vdl ;i/!\- , ' .r ! mw] l--. t'Mi>t.'\\n- 

S'lip, i;p«)n 1!a' v'':.t..i- >: : T < ' 'idii-':- a mill i*')!' il^.- 

a:ui r n- 1 ■'•••. a: -si ■ \ i ; ■ ' .:• ■ ( 1 • ; i < k- niii! \\ a ^ ^w 
iU"arI\" ;■( ni]-';'!;-(1 i'a- i I v.' ;. ::-n A'::va'{! • .M\i = -' '. l.i 
iS i J Inr 1:]-:m w\ "■ ■.-nanu-i! '= • *a''v'-' a'-;! 1 I:'- \". .'/'J. 

•in;i: :-ii:>r im^; ^i:. 

'I he lirsl IVan: "1 hr.n-^r bi;i!i. in tn-/ l...\'. n-!i;;- is 
now ocv'iJj'icd l'\ Mi". A. I\ \\\'!iin'j,"i- -n. ll >\ .v-> 
biiill b\" jamc^ l''M/,'icn"l v^nt nra.r Ino p-'.-vlh M' t-u* 

Kit/JuM'brrl l"r(;ok. aiV.l ^^as li:'.' cr/.- \r[^\u wiii^-'i 

Land Aut.mt ?lMnl\re' w r- t. ipt .)i\;.l in liu- Ar;.; s- 
tuok war. The Tirsi ht>;.:c I'l ill \y |.ri\a!e ','.'.L.r- 
prisc was llie Pattcc house, bi:ih ^l" >(]i!arv.'d hewn 
limber, and lor se\erad \e.i::^ (jjcupied bv Ibn. 
lessc I.)rew. It is a low, retl h.«)l!^e, in frun' ai 
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which arc two lar^c lam.irac tivjs, at the lower \ il- 
lai-c'. 

'I'hc lirsl lioascs haill and ovjupicJ h\ \(nini;' 
married people, were, a double house at the lower 
\ ilhiLTc Iniilt by K. W. W'aite and Alnion S. Rieli- 
ards, and L'ai)t. John I>. W'inu's house, the lirst 0:1 
the north side of* Prescjiie Isle street. 

'I'liic Kii:s'i' Mi\!s'ii:u. 

The first minister to \ isit the Aroostook was 
Re\. I. (j. Pin<>ree, oltlie ICast Maine Conference 
ol the Methodist I^piscopal Church. Mr. I-^in tree's 
circuit extended from Masarch's to the boundarv. 
.\t the Vovt l:e was cordialh' receix ed and liberallv 
paid, and foinul some earnest Methodists. A\'e ha\ e 
no record, but the probabilities are tliat he ori^'an- 
i/ed a Methodist class while here, in the summer 
of i«S;;9. 

'i'lii-: FiKs'i' ()i<(iAM/i:!) c III lieii. 

l\e\". Mr. Merrill, Con^reuMtionlist, was sent here 
b\' the Maine Missionarx' Societ\' in the summer of 
1^44. I lis labors were \ er\- succes^frd, and he 
found c\'\ otecl Iriends in tl-.e new setllement. 

In the summer ol' \^-\\^ in a small \(>ix hor.se i:i 
the Maple (iro\ e settlcaient, he or^'ani/ed what has 
since become the stronii* and inthiential Conure- 
national Chui'ch (;f b^)rt FairliehJ. 

I III: lausr ^1:1 ru:!) mimsiick. 

.l^i'W Alp-'>o"!So Rogers was the- f.r^L :>'.ttl :d 
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minister in the township. lie secured a urant oT 
a h)t of land from the State, which he soon sokU as 
he had already located a lot in a ^ood Methodist 
neiirhborhood. 'I'he lot Liranted to l^lder Rogers 

t» r^ 1^ 

is the one p.ow owned and occupied b\" Mr. Ilarr\* 
C Townsend. 

'iiii-: iiRs'i' SCHOOL. 

Charles Sti\er, one of the ''ci\ il pc.sse,' taught 
the first school in ^^)rt Fairfield in the winter of 
18:59-40. 'I'his school was kept in a loii' biiildinij^ 
on the Fort IlilL and was composed ol'the J'ollow- 
inu" families, \ iz: William ]ohriSt(;n, Nathan John- 
ston, lames Fit/herbert, lohn l)orse\', Abel Hum- 
phr\', John Rediker and l)a\id Hu.rt/ell. 

FIRST IJAIIII>. 

The first male child l>orn in I'^>rt I'^iirfield was 
ICdward, son of John Dorsew b(»rn in iSi:^,tlie fn*sl 
bab\' born to an\- comini'" afler or in connection 
with the war, was a liirl bab\ al tlie I'niletl Stales 
ollicei's' (|uin"lers on !*'( rt llill. a.ncl claimed for 
her |)arents. Lieutenant and y\v<, Ja.mes liickells, 
and was christened "Aristine," thai bein^' ihe ]'i'(;- 
nunciation ui\en b\ the earl\' settler^ to the Arons- 
took. 

r\\\: FIRST DicA'rn. 

The tirst to meet the dread dislroxer in the r.eM' 

ft 

settlement was lohn Hubar, of whom an carl\- 
settler savs: ••lie died in October, iSiS, and w.is 
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buried upon the bank ol* the Aroostook river. I 
split a pine tree into boards and hewed and planed 
them for liis eollln; he bein<>* tlie first human beinir 
who died in wliat is now ^^)rt I'airlleld/' 
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ellAPlKk XIX. 

w m rri:\ kicvORd. 

'I'lu' lir>l rc\'()i\l ol' Ia'IUt I) plaiit.ition, (.\\ccpl tlu' 
sinr,)k' I'lUi of organization, and cKvtion i\'tnrn^ in 
t!u' oIIkh' ol* {\]c sc'd\*tar\- ol' Slalo, in \\ln\li tlu' first 
hoard (>\' oliuxTS was i^ivcn, is a warrant issued b\' 
1I.\\\ II\(U\ 1'-. W. IIo\t and 'Hionias l''Iannor\, 
assc'Ssors ol* l^-llcr l) plantation, to Mark 'I'ral'ton 
Jr.. conslahk'. i\H]i!c*stin^' him to warn ihc K'ual 
NotL'i'.s to meet at tlu' school house near \'\)v{ I'^iir- 
iiekl on Monda\-, the iith d.a\ ol' Ai^rih i.S;> to 
aet on the lolh)winLi- artieh's: 

1st. 'I'o ehoose a Moderator to ]>reside at said 
meeting'. 

2ch To ehoose a Plantation L'lerk. 

i^V(.\. To eho.)se t!u\-e Assessors. 

.(th. To ehoose a S\hool L'ommilteee. 

::;th. To elioose a 'I'reasurer. 

r)th. To ehoose L'onstables. 

7th. 'I'o ehoose Surxeyors ol' Lumhei*. 

Sth. '1\) sec what aetion the Plantation will take 

m 

in regard to the le^al sale of sj'iirituous li(|uors. 
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'I'his was dated tlio loiirth day of April. 1S53. and 
attested to by II. \\\ Ilydo, plantation clerk. 

At this meeting. Porter K, Ross was chosen 
m )derat()r: Ilenr\ W, II\de, clerk, Almon S. 
Richards, Porler I^. Ross and Janus IJishop, as- 
sessors. Rev. K. Kniiiht and Osco A. Kllis, school 
committee: C. II. lOllis, tax collector (and not one 
dollar of* mone\' was Noted to he collected) : C II. 
l^Ilis. Charles Harmon and Stephen K. Phipps, 
constables: and I^. \\\ W'aite and Jesse S. A\erilK 
siirx cNors of lumber. On the ei"hth article of the 
warrant it was xoted, *'that a man be ap]")()inted bv 
the assessors as a le^al aiient for the sale of 
spirituous liquors, ibr medical and mechanical pur- 
poses." 

The only other plantation meeting- was at the 
September election, when i^c) Notes were cast for 
H'o\ ernor. At this meeting- Stephen I>. Pattee re- 
ceixed one hundred and twent\-se\en \otes lor 
rej")resentati\ e to the leiiislature, beinn' thirt\-eis»ht 
more tlian the part\- candidate secured for i^'ov- 
ernor. 

In i'S54, Addison Powers was moderator: II. W. 
Ihde, clerk: and Freeman Kllis, Ir., Jonathan 
Ilopkinson and Jesse S. Averill, assessors. At 
this meeting' Mark Traiton, jr., was chosen con- 
stable and collector, but as in the vear before no 
mone\' was raised to be collected. 

At the March meetinic in iS^^ Addison Powers 



128 



HISTORY C)l'^ FOKT FAIRFIELP. 



was a<>*ain cIioslmi liiodcrator, ami Hradlord Ciini- 
inino's, clork; r^rcoman Kllis, Jr., Addison l\)\vors 
and A. I. Rollins, assessors. 

.\t this mrctinii" tluMc were two articles lookini** 
to the raisinii" of monew One for niakinii* and re- 
pairino' roads and one lor the su]')porl of schools. 
"I'he rirst was passed o\ er without action, and a 
\ ote was taken to raise four hundred dollars ior the 
support ol' schools, and carried, but at this nieetini:; 
as well as the two prececdin^- it, alt'u)Ui4h an 
article in the warrant called lor the election of a 
treasurer, no record is found that would indicate 
tint anyone h:id bcjn cho.cn. 

On the yth of Ma\, i''^55. a second j'jlantalion 
nieetinu' was held, at which Iv.lward S. I'\)wler was 
chosen moderator, and il was xoted to raise lour 
hundred dollars ibr the support of schools and six' 
hundred to make and repair roads, and the superin- 
tej;dini>" school committee and assessors were 
made a committee to di\ide the plantation into 
school districts. At this meetinii' I'radlord ('um- 
mint>*s was chosen i')lantalio.i treasurer. 

At the March meeting' of iSrh. llenr\- W. Hsde 
was chosen moderator, IJradlord L\nnmini»'s. clerk, 
and II. W. II\cle, Osco A. l^llis and VA^cn Richard- 
son, assessors. At this mectinu* four hundred 

« 

dollars was raised for the support ol' schools, {)nc 
thousand dollars tor roads, and one hundred dollars 
to delVaN' plantation charges. 
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.Vt this mcctinuf tlic warnmt nr.idc no provision 
f(;r the election ol' a plantation treasurer, and 
strani^e as it may appear, the records show no action 
in reti^ard to that matter. 

.\t this meeting it was Noted to hold future 
plantation meetinii^s at the 'vBlack Sclioolhouse,'' 
(at the mouth of the Maple (iroxe road). 

On the 24th day of March, a called meetin<j^ was 
held at the "Black School house,'' at which a num- 
ber oT chanjjfes were m:ide in the school districts, 
but no treasurer was chosen. 

At the March meetini:^ of 1N57, Hiram Stevens 
was chosen moderator, and William 1". Ilopkinson 
clerk: K. Knii>ht, Hiram Stexens and H. Cum- 
minii^s assessors, and William F. Ilopkinson treas- 
urer. 
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cnAPrKR Win. 

Tin-: FOKT IN I'S-l.^ 

In llic spring ol* iN.j.^ llu- boom that had been 
phiccd in tlic ri\ er to stop trespass timber, had been 
sold b\' tile State autliorities, aiul was bein^- hauled 
to tile mouth of the Aro<:stook to b-e r.sed for hold- 
ini^ timber and Iolis, so that tb.e\ eould be railed 
before runninu' them t(» the St. b»hn market. The 
snow had fallen l ) a ure it de]>th. and teams were 
unable to L!.ct supplies in to their eani]^s, anul wei*e 
compelled b\ the \\v>l r.{ April to mo\ e out. 

William loln^ston wa> keeping* a public hou>e 
on a small scale, but fullx- up to the demands of 
the new eountrw ur.cVr ( rdinarx c ireiiv.staiu es ; 
but on account of cuttinu' the boom trom the ice, 
and teams and crews comini»' out of the woods, his 
house was crowded to (AcrHowinL:'. 

In addition to the usual com]xui\ tiiat made u]^ 
the little settlement, the last oF March Capt. John 
I>. AVini^' returned from Piscata(]his coinUy, with 
his xounif wife, a brothei* in law ard a friend, Mr. 
Charles \\\ Douiihtw wIk^ had also a lew weeks 
before married a wife. lOarly in Aj^ril a party of 
four, who had come to make homes in the nrw 
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country, were added to the number of *^uests at 
"^Johnston's." 'J'o sa\' that there was a Iiouseful is 
not putting it an\- too stronixiN'. 

Pattee and IJayward were keepini** store at the 
h)wer vilhii^e. Capt. AVinjr was doinjj^ some trad- 
in<»\ but on a \ er\- small scale. 1. llolman Car\* 
was commissary on the Fort Hill. 'J'here was a 
lo<i^ house a few rods from where Mrs. M. A. East- 
man's house now stands, a blockhouse, and cook- 
house on the bank of the ri\er, near where Mr. A. 
P. Libb\'s buildini^s stand; Mr. lohnston's tavern, 
where Mr. T. A, I'isher's residence stands, and the 
stable opposite, on the north side of the road; Mr. 
John l)orse\''s loi^ house, near where the C P. R. 
depot now stands, and a timber house and store 
combined at the lower villairc, and Fit/herbert\s 
house at the mouth of the Fit/herbert brook. Be- 
sides the fort, oHicers and soldiers' (juarters, com- 
missary store, blacksmith shop and cookhouse on 
Fort Hill, these constituted all of Fort Fairtield 
in the sprinoj of iH^-^. AIoulj: the river banks in 
very small clearin<:!;s were, of the most humble kind, 
the homes of the iirst settlers. 

In the sprinj^- of 1843 there were, in the territory 
now embraced in the town ni Fort Fairiield, the 
followin^jf settlors, — and possibly others whose 
names we have Tailed to obtain, — viz: William 
Johnston, Stephen B. Pattee, J. B. Wing, Elbridge 
W. Waite, Almon S. Richards, Hiram Stevens, 
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William Whitney, Levi Iloyt, Jonathan Ilopkin- 
s;)n, Daniel G. Palmer, Benjamin D. Eastman, Otis 
Eastman, Ilenrv C Currier, Orrin Whitnev, E. 
Parlin Whitney, Freeman Ellis, Jr., Isaae F. Ellis, 
Addison Powers, Edward S. Fowler, Daniel Lib- 
bv, Nathan Johnston, James Fitzherbert, Samuel 
Fitzherbert, Nicholas Dee, AVilliam Turner, James 
Campbell, Daniel Campbell, John Dorsey, William 
Jones, Cah in P. Stevens, John Rediker, Geor<>:e 
Rediker, Gideon Deering, Charles Walton, Joseph 
Barnes, Cornelius Lvon, William lloulton, Daniel 
Tucker, Sanlbrd Johnson, John M. Hunt, Octave 

Carnie, Edward Johnston, Chase, Jesse S. AAer- 

ill, wStephen E. Phipps, Charles Ilaines, Charles W. 
Doujrhty, Caleb II. Ellis, A. W. Clark, Brag- 
don, Josiah Hunting, Samuel Work, Michael Mc- 
Kinne\'. Alexander McDouijald, Martin Murraw 
Joseph Nelson, John Argra\e, Abel Humphrey, Jo- 
seph Fisher, Andrew Welsh, Samuel \'arney, Da- 
vid Burtzell, l*^*ancis Boulier, Amos Bishop, Will- 
iam Bishop, Joseph Findland,J. Holman Cary, and 
the officers and company of of Ignited States In- 
fantr\- stationed on the hill. The land adioininLf 
the State road had all been taken b\- actual settlers, 
and all the centre road (Maple (irove) within one 
mile of the south line ol' the township, and ller»r\' 
C. Currier had commenced a house north of tl:e 
vStiite road, and opposite the mouth of the centre 
\\m road. The impro\ements upon the lots varied 
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from the falling of a few trees to hold possession, 
to a eomfortjible house and an opening of ten acres, 
but the improvement would scarcel}- average more 
than a small log house and a clearing of five acres 
of land. 
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eilAPTKR XX. 

WRri'TKN RIX'ORI) CON'I'I NT ICI). 

On Monday March 2()lh, 1S5S, the last phmtation 
moctinj^ was held at the l)laek Schoolhouse. 

Edward S. Fowler was chosen Jiioderaloi*; 
llenr\- \\\ lUcle and (). A. I^llis, assessors: and 
on the same da\' the secretarx' ol' State certified 
that an act to incorporate the towr. of V\)v{ V^uv- 
tield had passed the leiiis-at ii'e and been signed 
b\' (lovernor Lot M. Moriill, and on the ic)th 
da\' of April, iS^S, a t( w.i meeting was held 
to perfect the or^ani/ation and elect town olllcers. 
Kdward S. l^\)wler, moderator: II. \V. II\de, town 
clerk: (). A. li\\\s, h'rederick KIlis and William V. 
llopkinson, selectmen, assessors and o\erseei*s ol' 
the poor: Thomas IIo\t was chosen town treasurer 
and I'reeman Hllis, |r., town ai^ent. 

At this rirst town meeting onl\- $2^0 was 
raised for schools and SSoo lor the hi<»hwa\s and 
brid<i:es. 

The Ibllowinij^ men, j^ood and true, were pre- 
sented as a juror list and accepted by the town, viz: 
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Jesse Drew, Ilirani Stevens, Georjife W. Ilaincs, 
Stillman Gordon, Levi Ilovt, John F. Ellis, Ilcnrv 
C Currier and Enoch W. Ilovt. 

The original act ol' incorporation of the town of 
Fort Fairfield, made the Aroostook river in place 
of the township line, the north line of the town. By 
this action a few lots in Letter D were attached to 
Sarsfield plantation and so much of the original 
Plymouth (jrant as lay south oTthe river, a part of 
Fort Fairfield. 

We ha\e no means of determininii: the exact 
population of the town at this time, but do not 
think it materially differed from a pro rata increase 
from iS;;o to i860, which would make it ei<rht 
huiidred. In i860 it was nine hundred and one, with 
one himdred and si.\ty-se\ en polls with a a aluation 
of $75,975. In 1859, Jesse S. Averill was moder- 
ator; II. W. Hyde, clerk; William F. Ilopkinson, 
Jesse Drew and George W. Haines, selectmen. 

For the March meetin«:<)f i860, the warrant was 
issued to Freeman Ellis Jr., constable, and signed 
b\' William F. Ilopkinson, Jesse Drew and George 
W. Haines, selectmen. 

At the town meetinix on March 26, i860. Still- 
man Gordon was chosen moderator; Henrv W. 
Hyde, clerk ; William F. Ilopkinson, Albion P. Wel- 
lington and Frederick Ellis, selectmen; voted to 
raise $1,650, as lollows, viz: $450 for the support 
of schools, $1,000 for the repair of highways and 
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$200 to defray town expenses. 

I'or the Mareh meeting of 1S6:: the warrant was 
issued to David X. Ross, eonstable: and signed bv 
William Small, A. L\ Car\' and lesse S. Averill, 
seleetmen. 

At this town meetinji' held Mareii i i, i«SC)C, C II. 
Ellis was ehosen moderator: I lenrxAV.lhde, elerk ; 
William Small, A. C. Carv and 1. II. Randall, 
seleetmen. At this meetinLi' Noted to raise vS^,- 
725, vi/: For sehools Syoo, for roads $2,500, for the 
town poor $275, and lor town expenses VS250. 

This meetinii: adjourned to meet in two weeks. 
.\t the adjourned meeting- |. II. Randall was ex- 
eused from ser\in<>" as seleetman and Addison 
Powers was ehosen to till the \aeane\-. \'oted to 
bu\' the sehoolhouse iVom distriet Xo. :; lor $450, 
and authorized the selectmen to issue town orders 
to pa\' for the same. \'oted to raise $160 towards 
the pa\'ment ola town house. 

In i<S6;; the demand for a l^idu'C over the Aroos- 
took ri\er had become so ur<>ent that the matter 
was l)r()uj^ht before the lei^islatui'e and an appro- 
priation obtained to aid in that work to the amount 
of $2,500. 

Plvmouth Cirant, which had become an orofani/ed 
plantation and known as Sarslield plantation, in 
the winter of 1S67, was, 1)\- an act ol' the leii:isla- 
ture, annexed to the town of Vovi Faiiiield. 

The first annual meetinij: oi* the orioinal Letter 
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D, Range i,ancl Plymouth Grant united and organ- 
ized bv leiifisIatiAe enactments into the town of 
Fort Fairtield, was held in the town hall in the 
village of Fort Fairfield, March 25th, 1S67. 

At this meeting J. B. Trafton, Esq., was chosen 
moderator; Ilenrv W. Ilvde, clerk: William Small, 
Hiram Stevens and A. S. Townsend, selectmen; 
II. W. Hyde, treasurer. At this meeting $5,900 
was raised as follows: For schools $1,100, for the 
poor $350, to defra\' town charges $450, for roads 
and bridges $4,000; and voted that Isaac Hacker, 
Hiram Ste\ens, Bradford Cummings, Henry W. 
Hyde and P^lbridge J. Pattee be a committee to 
sclicit subscriptions to aid in building a bridge 
across the Aroostook river at or near the village 
of Fort Fairfield in conjunction with the appropria- 
tion by the State legislature, with power to hold 
the town responsible for a part of the amount 
necessary, and at their discretion to commence the 
work. 

At a town meeting held September 24, 1S57, it 
was voted to extend the time for completing the 
piers and abutments oC the bridge. 

At the March meeting in 186S, the committee 
was gi\en full power to close a contract with 
James Do\le and to go Ibrward with the construc- 
tion of the bridij^e. 

In November, 1868, at a special town meeting, 
it became necessarv to authorize the bridge com- 



140 



IHSTOKV OF FOIIT FAIR KI ICI.H. 



niittcc to cwUmuI the time ior the completion of tlie 
bridge, il' in their opinion it was e\|^eclient. The 
time was extended and the followinij \ ear this 
most desirable object was accomi^Iished. 

Tlie increase in pojnilation and cliildren of school 
aj^e mac\' the adjustment of scliool district lines 
one of the most diHicult i]uesti(nis to consider, and 
was the cause of se\ eral special plantation and 
town meetinL::s. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

WRITTEN' HISTORY — C'ONTIM KH. 

In 1S70, A. P. Aydlinii^ton, Isaac Hacker and 
R. S. II()\t.\vcrc sgJ(jct;iicn.vT Tlic total \ aluc of real 
estates was $155,576, lyid (>)i^pevhC)iKil estates $66,- 
949 '^^^^^ ^'^^* toU\\ asses>»nient was $7,i59.,:5S. This 
Near tliere was received from the State treasurer 
on account of soldiers furnished under the several 
calls of the President for soldiers to put down the 
rebellion, $5,678, and b\- the treasurer's report it 
appears that $i,2(j^^.i2 was paid out to soldiers. 
The report for this says: 

'•It is claimed b\- some, that the town has the ri<i^]it 
to take from the monev receix'cd the whole amount 
it paid out as bounties, \\a: $2,6,^6.50. 

•'Il'this construction of the law is correct there is 
due to soldiers $1,8:58. 

"It is also claimed b\' some that the town has 
a rii>ht to take onl\' the amount it has reimbursed, 
\i/: $100 forthe three \ears' men to whom it paid 
Sioo i:>ounty (or i^ore), and a like proportion f(;r 
a i<ss term of seryjice \\/.; $1800. If this con- 
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slniction ol' the law is correct there is due to 
soldiers, $2,675.2 I." A foot-note attached to the 
report of resources and liabilities says: 

"These anioiints will \ar\' as the amount due 
s )ldiers ni:i\ be altered." The abo\ e is an acknow- 
ledii^ement of bein^ custodian of an amount of 
nioncN received from the State treasurer for a 
specilic purpose. Subsequently this became a 
subject of dispute, and the money was appropriated 
to the use of the town, and remains unpaid to the 
soldiers until the present time. At the March 
meetinii' ol' iS()4, George W. fZastman re\ived the 
whole subject, and made a verv able and con- 
xincinLT speech in favor olappropriating the money 
to thebuildinjif of a soldiers* monument. There was 
no dis.i<4reement as to the justice of such a proccjil- 
in^, but on account of the state of t'le town's finances, 
it was not thought advisable to make the appro- 
j)iiati()n. Hoth the honor of the town and justice 
to the deceased soldiers and their friends from 
which it has been withheld, indicate t!iat it will 
subsequently be done. 

In I^•75, the II(»n. X. Fer>.^enden, AlnK»n S. 
Richards and 1. V, Blaisdell were chosen selcjti'iun, 
.\r.{} ). V, Hacker, town treasurer. 

The ca^h assessment was $6,021.0;, as follov..': 
for scho jl ; Si, 510.40, paupers Si,oco, town ex- 
penscs Si, 200, free hi^rh school S250, lockup Si 50, 
liLilitiiiji- bridge $20, on erlayinj^' S15.55, supple-^ 




HISTORY OF FOKT FAIRFIKLO. 145 



mcntarv tax $4, State tax ^1110.80, county tax 
S>76i.20, and $6,000 lor the hiii^hways. 

In August oi' this vcar the bonds of the 
town were issued in accord with the vote of the town 
at a meetin<( held on November 4, 1874, in aid of the 
railroad that was then coming to the town. These 
lK)i1ds were to run twenty years at six per cent, 
semi-annual interest. While it is true that the semi- 
annual payment of the interest and thetinal pavment 
ol* the bond will be a heavy tax upon the town, there 
can be no question but it has proved a valuable in- 
vestment for the inhabitants of the town. 

In 1880 there were two thousand eight hundred 
and seven inhabitants in Fort Fairfield. The 
valuation of estates was $468,471. X. Fessenden, 
R. L.Baker and H .W. Conant, were selectmen; W. 
T. Spear, clerk; and J. F. Ilacker, treasurer. The 
cash assessment was $8,377.52, as follows: 

State tax $1,387.60, county t.ix $So3.3o, scliools 
$1,510.40, poor one thousand dollars, town ex- 
penses one thousand dollars, interest one thousand 
three hundred dollars, lighting bridge $75, railroad 
sinking fund loan $418.50, new roads $500, over- 
laying $382.72. 

In 1885, the town made choice of L. X. 
Richards, C. E. Iloit and L. G. Richardson, for 
selectmen; J. F. Ilacker, treasurer; II. X. Good- 
hue, town clerk; II. O. Perry supervisor. The 
valuation of estates was $549,370, and the nvniber 
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of polls six huiulrcd and lortx": tliccasli t.i.\ assessed 
for that year was Si;{,456.77. The State tax had 
i^oiie up to Si,7C>2 and the eount\ tax t.) Sc)()o, Cor 
the support ot'sehools, S2,j.|5 and lor a new sehool- 
house in the \ illai>v Si/)oo, aral the interest on tlie 
bonded debt was Si. 750. The support of the j^oor 
now eost the town about Si, 000 a \ear. 

Ill tS()o the eensus returns uax e ]'^)rt b^iirlield 
three thousand ti\e hunch*ed and t\vent\-six ii> 
habitants, seven liundred and li\ e polls were as- 
sessed, and the real estate w.as assessed at S464,i5S 
and the personal propertx at vSkjS.ioo. makinu' a 
total ()rS()i4,J5N. 

'J'he eash tax Ibr this year was Si5,54S.2^; a 
little o\ er one third of this amount was ineluded 
in the followiniif ii\ e items, all loi* the achanee ol 
edueational interest, \i/: 

For eommon sehools Si.Soo, for free hii^h school 

^75^^' to purchase free text books for schools Sfxx), 

tinishinir, Furnishini''. and renairinu' schoolhouses 

S;;oo, to build a schoolhouse in the IMummer 

clisti'ict sC)()c), oi\ino-a total ol S;,2;o. 

The purchase of a town farm lor a home for the 
poor had added somewhat to the immediate ex- 
pense, but had reduced the actual expenses for the 
\ear nearl\' three hundred dollars. The liberal 
school polic\-, the i;re*it amount of roads in the 
town six by twelve miles square, together with the 
bridj^es, necessaril\- kee]')s up the amount of 
moncN' annualh' to be raised b\ the tax pavers. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

AC rs OF INCORPORATION. 

It was not until i<ScS that definite action was 
taken to seei:re tb.e organization of tb.e town of 
Fort i'airtield, wlien the lollowinu* act of incor- 
poration was passed: 

STATK OK MA INK. 

In the year oT owv Lord one thousand eiji^lit 
liundred and Hftv-eiijlit, 

An act to incorporate the town of Fort I'airfield. 

/>(' it enacted l)\ t/ie Senate and Ifonse of repre- 
sentatives in Leo'isfatifre assejnl>fed. as tottojcs: 

Skc'I'ion I. So much of township Letter D, first 
range west from the east line of the State, in tlic 
county ol' Aroostook, as lies south of the Aroos- 
took river, toj^ether with as mucli of tlie township 
granted to the town of l^lxniouth, as lies southeast- 
erly of the same river, is hereby incorporated into 
a town by the name of Fort F'airfield, and the in- 
habitants of said town are hereby vested with all 
the powers, pri\ilej2:es, immunities and liabilities of 
inhabitants ol' other towns. 
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Section 2. An\ justice nf ilu' jv r.\' within the 
count\' of Aroostook, is licrL'bN' cmpow crctl to issue 
his warrant to some inhahilanl ol >aid tow n. tlircot- 
inir him to notifx" tlie inhabitants thei\'.>ri'» meet at 
sucli time and plaee as b.e ^hall apj^oji^.t. to choose 
such officers as otliei* towr.s ai'e em]V)\\erec] to 
choose at their annual t')\\ n meeiini:^. 

Sicc'l'loN ,:;. The town hereb. ervM'ed sli.ill t. k .' 
llie elTeets beh)n:L;*ini:- lo | hmtati'-n I.elUi' I), ar.cl 
shall also assume all t:u- obli': i* i):". . ;;■' NiiJ. j)!.inta- 
tion. 

SiccrioN. 4. This act shall t.ik;- elTect tV(jn :mu1 
after its approval by the (J(i\er!M i. 



In Till": Ilorsic or Ri:iM^i:si.:N 1 a ri\ i:s, I 

March 10, iS;S. \ 

This bill, having had three sjxercd readings, 
passed to be enacted. 

josiAli II. Dim \iMo\i>. Speaker. 



In Tin: Si:na 11:. ) 
March 11,1 S^s. j 

This bill, havino; had two several readings, passed 
to be enacted. 

Sktii Sc'AMMon, President. 



March 11, 1858, 
Approved, 



Lot M. Morriij., (irAcrr.or. 



HISTORY OK TOUT FAIRFIELD. 1 49 



Six KicTAKv of State Office,] 

March 29, 1858. ( 

1 hereby certify ihat tlic foregoing is a true copy 

of tlu' oriiiiiial in this olTicc. 

Lewis D. Moore, 
Dopt. Secretary of State. 



On the I 2th clay of April, 185S, William F. IIop- 
kinson, a jr.stice of the peace, issued his warrant 
to Jonatlian II()})kins()n lor a meeting to be held at 
the I^lack Sjliooliioiise, on Mondav, the loth da\' 
()l\\]^ril, at wliivh lime and phiee the meeting* was 
held, and the t:)\\ n di.lx- organized hv t!ie choice of 
the sj\ eral tow.i o'li.^j." ;. 

It was not unlil t'le nejessit\' of a bridge o\er 
tlie Ar()v)SLo:)k ri\ er had forced itself upon the in- 
habitmts, that an\- ^;eriolls thought had been ijiven 
t;) ciihiriiinLi' the limits of the newlv oru'ani/ed town. 
In the L\^i^hlture ol' nSoj the following action in 
relation to the rew town was taken: 

sTATi: oi' maim:. 

In tlie \ear of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
ch'cd and si\t\-se\en. 

An act to anr.ex Sarsfield plantation tO the town 

of Vovi b'airlield, 

Z>\' // enac/c'J l>y the Senate and IIouSj6 of rep9^&* 
scnla!ivL\^ i i Legislature assenibledyhs follows : 

SiXTion I. Sarsfield plantation, composed of 
Plymouth Cirant towr.ship. Range i, west from the 
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cast lir.c <;!' the /Stafc, is.lu'rch\- annexed lo tlie 
town 01 V nri rairheld. 

Skc.tion 2. All uncnllccled taxes Icualh assessed 
pJahtation, shall be eolleeled hv the eollee- 
tor in said plantation, and paid oxer to the treasur- 
er of said town, and the hiirhwax surxexor shall 
aeeo'jnt witli the sele^^^tnien ol said town, the same 
as the\' are now reipiired to do with the assessors 
of said plantation: and said town shall assume and 
pay all debts and liabilities oTexi-ry description, of 
said plantation, and may be sued therelore if not 
paid by them: and all rit^hts oF said plantation in 
lands sold or lorleited for taxes therein and not re- 
deemed are herebx transferred to said toxxn and 
vested in them as I'ullx as the same are noxx' held 
b\' said plant:iti()n. 

SiccnoN ,:;. The school districts in said planta- 
tion shall remain as noxv orifani/ed until altered bx' 
said t!)\x:i. 

SicrrioN 4. This act shall take alTect when ap- 
prox ed by the (joxernnr. 



In iiii: lloi si^ oi' Ri:im<i:si:n 1 xrixics, I 

r\'bruary i i, iSh'j, \ 

This bill hax in^- had three sex eral readini^s passed 
to be enacted. 

Li:xxi> IJakklk, vSpeaker. 

In thk Si:nati:, I 
rrf: .7 Mi? • February 12, iSh-, | 

This bill hax ini>* had txvo sex eral readings pas.-ed 
I > be5..if^t<t'c^d.' • 

.v^C^C\\'. '• ■ ^' A. l>ii<n:K, Prcsivlcnt, 
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Fcbruiirv 12, 1867. 
Approved, 

1. L. Chamhkklain, (lOvcM'nor. 

static of maink. 

Officic of tiif Skciiktarv ok Statf, ) 

March 7, 1S67. | 

I horcb\ ccrtif\ that the forcixoin*; is a true C()p\' 

oF the original as deposited in this office. 

IaMKS II. CoC'HRANK, 

Dept. Secretary of State. 

At tlie same session oF the le<j:islature the fol- 
h)\ving amended lei^ishition to aid in the buildin*;' 
oF a bridji^e over the Aroostook river, was secured, 

viz: 

srAii-: OF maim:. 

Rcso/ve, Amcndiniif resohe entitled "Rci-olve in 
aid of buildinjjf a bridiire over Aroostook river at 
Fort Fairfield." 

Resolved^ That the conditions of resolve en- 
titled '"Resolx e in aid ol* buildinij a bridii^e over 
Aroostook ri\ er at Fort Fairfield/' approved Feb- 
ruar\' t\vent\-third, eiiifhteen hundred and sixt\- 
six, be so far modified as to allow the land aji^ent 
to pay the sum of fifteen hundred dollars when all 
necessary abutments and piers re(|uired in the 
erection of said bridjre siiall have been completed 
of said bridiife and beino- the amount in full named 
in said resolve; \\\}{\ said bridjifc may be erected 
without requiring the same to be "^covered" as im- 
plied in the resohe referred to; and that bel'ore 
the paymet]|t of any hifm oi' njo^ey the selectmen 
i)f said t'*^^ n of j'^ori^ Fiiii'Hekl shall vH*rti1v to the 
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land a<;ent tliat the abutments and piers have been 
eonipleted, and in readiness to receive the super- 
structure, and in like manner when said bridj^e 
shall be completed according to the intention, but 
with the exceptir)n of the coveriiiii^ required in s.iid 
resohe. 

In riiK IIoi*:sK of Ri:fki:sfntativi:s, I 

February 14, 1867. ) 



Read and passed. 



Lfw IS Hakkkr, Speaker. 



Read and passed. 



In Tin: Sfxatf, 1 
February 16, 1867. j 

N. A. HiRPKi:, President. 



I^Y'bruary iS, 1867. 

Appro\ ed. 

). L. CiiAMiucKi.AiN, Governor. 



In a.lJitio.i to t'le above appropriation, the State 
paid $1,000, and the bridj^e when completed cost 
aboi:t $6,000. The building of the bridge, and 
making passable the roads in the town in addition 
to s.^hools and other town expenses, pro\ed a heavy 
tax upon the inhabitants of the young town. The 
records, however, show a spirit of enterprise and 
liberal appropriations for the various demands made 
upon them, In 1870 the population was eighteen 
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hundred and ninety-three, the number ol' polls three 
hundred and sixty, and the valuation $276,800. At 
the March meetinj^ of this year Hon. J. B. Trafton 
was chosen moderator, Henry W. Ilvdc clerk and 
A. P. Wellincfton, Isaac Hacker and R. L. Hovt 
selectmen. 

At this meeting the town voted to raise $8,420, 
as follows: For the support of schools $1,500, for 
the support of the poor $350, to extinguish liabili- 
ties ol' the town in constructing bridge across the 
Aroostook river $800, to cover the bridge $1,000, 
to pay Tor right of way to the bridge $20, to defray 
town charges ior the year $750, and for the repair 
of roads and bridges $4,000. At this meeting the 
report of the selectmen and the school committee 
who had been appointed at a subsequent meeting, 
was adopted, by which a careful and more satisfac- 
tory districting of the town for school purposes was 
made. The whole number of school districts in 
the town was twenty; and the following names were 
presented to be placed in the juror box, and accept- 
ed by the town: Warren S. Ames, Otis Ames, 
Amos Bishop, Asa C. Cary, Joseph A. Conant, 
Bradford Cummings, Benoin T. Durgin, Charles 
W. Eastman, Valentine M. Estes, H. Lincoln Fos- 
ter, Noah Goodrich, George W. Haines, John P. 
Holt, John Johnston, Jophannis H. Richardson and 
Jesse S. Averill. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

ic\ti:ki»uisi:. 

At an carh' cla\' some ol' Fort FairficUrs enter- 
prisinji^ eiti/ens beji^an to realize the importance of 
a local newspaper, and after considerable dis- 
cussion it was decided to arrange with the Rev. 
Daniel Stickney who for several years had pub- 
lished the S////r/sr at Prescjue Isle, to publish a 
paper for Fort Fairfield. And in keepini; with the 
arranji^ement the Aitrour. dated and mailed at Fort 
Fairfield and printed in the S if n rise ofKce at 
Presque Isle, with Daniel Stickney, editor, and 
Mrs. A. C Paul, associate editor, appeared. In 
rcijard to the name the first issue said editoriallv: 

TIN-: Al RORA. 

\Ve have been frequently asked, what sii^niti- 
cance, fitness or appropriateness is there to the 
name ^"Aitrorcr for a newspaper? We will ex- 
plain. V 

Aurora si<j^nities the dawning: liirht, before sun- 
rise, davbrcak, the morninjr. In ancient mvtholo^\- 
she was the daughter of Hyperion and Theo, and 
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sister of Sol and Luna, or of the sun and moon. 
S!ie rises from tlie ocean, drawn bv the celestial 
horses, Lampus and Phieton, and with rosy rinji^ers 
raises the veil of lij^ht, sheddini; lii^ht upon the 
Wv)rld, until she tlies from tlie splend:>i' ofdiv. 

The above is the delinition and the poetical idea 
of Aurora. Now for its sii»*niricance, its appropri- 
ateness ior the name of a paper, published at Fort 
r'airlield. 

This villaiife is farther north and east than anx* 
other \ illaire in this union in which a newspaper 
is published. In northern latitudes Aurora, or 
the li<^ht of morninic* shines earlier upon Fort Fair- 
field than upon ans' spot in the I'nited Statt\s in 
which a paper is published, hence the appropriate- 
ness of the first paper published in our \ illaiifc 
beinii: known as the Afironr, 

A careful examination of the rile of this paper, 
in the oilice ofthe clerk of courts at lIouKon, shows 
it to have been a well gotten up and ably conduct- 
ed local newspaper; but to our surprise the amount 
of patronai^e, as expressed throuiih its advertisini; 
columns, from the Fort Fairrield business men, did 
not exceed rift\' dollars. How much the ihct that 
it was printed in the Stfnrisc olFice at Prcsque Isle 
had to do with lack ol' support, wc shall never 
know. That it died before six months old is no 
surprise. 

tup: fius'i* Nr.wsPAPEK. 

In September, i<S75, with the cominjj^ of the rail- 
road, appeared the rirst newspaper published in 
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Fort Fairtickl. The railroad was on the narrow 
i!^auji:o plan, but the paper was a broad <L!:au<2:c, clear- 
cut, clean sheet, tilled to o\errtowins^ with ji^ood 
things of interest to the people of Fort Fairfield. 

Tin: AROOSTOOK VAIJ.KY SINRISK. 

.Vfter more than thirteen vears of active news- 
paper life, the Pfcsij/fc Is/c Su/n'isr was removed 
to Fort Fairfield and christened the Aroos/ook 
I'd/Zry .SV////7.N7', and was the first newspaper ever 
printed in tlie town. Jud^ini^rrom the transpiring 
events, Mr. Sticknev did not meet with the encour- 
aji^ement and support he had expected. In three 
months from its first appearance Ik* sold out to his 
Ibreman, Charles E. Marshall. Mr. Marshall suc- 
ceeded in publishini]^ the paper only three weeks, be- 
fore it failed up. Two months later Mr. Sticknev was 
again at the helm, and the S////r/sr shedding light 
on all around. 

In August, i<S77, Mr. Sticknev finally sold out 
the S//j/r/sr and retired from the editorial field, and 
Mr. Edward A. Lynde became editor and.proprie- 
tor, and lor between one and two xears succeeded 
in running the paper, some of the time at least at a 
'*poor dying rate.'* With the going out of its light. 
Fort Fairfield was without a local paper until in 
the summer of i<Sc)i, Mr. II. M. Orriss commenced 
the publication of the 7^or/ /ur/r/ir/(/ (jazcHi\ which 
lie succeeded in publishing for a little more than 
one vear. In the right hands liis enterprise would 
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have proved a suceess. But Mr. Orriss, wlio was 
an experieneecl book-binder, had very little exper- 
ienee as a newspaper nnn. 

TIIIC NORTHFRN LFADKIJ. 

Jiilj- 1st, 1892, with $1,000 pledged advertising^ 
and a small siibseription list, the Fort Fairtield 
Printing Company, — C II. Eljis business manager 
and editor, — eommenced the publieation of the 
Xortheni Leader^ at $1.50 a year. Before the end 
of its first year, a seeond paper, the Beacon ( whieh 
was another name lor tht» Aroostook Deniocraf^ 
which had entered upon its iburth volume,) was 
removed irom Presquc Isle to this village. With 
its comin^: commenced a struii^^le for life, and as 
might have been expected, with the advertising 
patronage largely secured for the Leader^ the />Vr/- 
(on w^as compelled to submit to the inevitable; he- 
fore the close of the first year it suspended publi- 
cation. With the beginning of 1894 the Leade) 
became self sustaining, and the liberal and judi- 
cious advertising bv the business men of the village 
assure the future success of a local newspaper in 
Fort Fairfield. 

TIIF IJAILKOAI). 

The time had come when railroad communica- 
tion with the outside world became a necessitx. 
The town had been liberal in xoting bonds, and the 
work rapidly carried towards completion, and the 
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crossed tlu- bo'jiular'x' line on Saturcla\, Xo\cnihLM' 
^v ^^7?' This was a reel IcIUt day for the town, 
as il marked two inij^ortanl e\ ents, — the publica- 
tion of the first news]^aper and the arrixal ol the 
lirsi: raliroad trai:!. Tiiere wa^ now a uenerai h)ok- 
inic ibrward to another interestini*' and ini]>oitant 

da\", that would i)roduee results of <n-eat moment 
• I ~ 

to all the inhabitaiUs of the town, — 

Tin: FcMi.MAi. (>n:MN(; 

of the New iJrunswiek railroad. In all these \ears 
it had been a ^c^od three da\s i»()inLr to Uan^or. ()n 
Tuesday, Xo\ ember ,50, i-Sj^, the connection be- 
came complete by rail to the ()jieen L'ity. It was 
a bleak, cold da\-, \el a lariie compan\' assembled. 
Upon the arrixal of the train, the '^Stars and stripes" 
a id tlij *'l\ii.):^ l.u'k" w^tc hoisie.! lo 'jIIkm*, and t'l.* 
historic u'un ofl^'ort b^airliehl belched forth its thun- 
der in a national salute. At the town hall ludi^e 
Small presided. Amoni^' the Proxincial uaiests 
were Hon. Alexander (iibson, president ol' the 
New iJri'.nswick railroad, Hon. 1. 1. l^'razier, l*ro- 
\incial secietarw lion. I>. I>. Ste\cnson, sur\ exor 
general, Hon. W'm. Kelle\', commissioner ol* pub- 
lic works, Hon. Maxor \\'elm:)re of b'rederickt.)n, 
I Ion. Mayor Laughton ofSt. John, numbers of p u*- 
liament, editors of newspapers, railroad officials 
jind oihei' disiiiv^ui^lu'd gentlemen. 
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Speeches were made by President Gibson, Judge 
Fisher oi' Frederiekton and Hon. V, A. Pike oT 
Cahiis. .\ bountilul coHation was served, and at 
six P. M. the company adjourned to the depot for 
tlieir return trip, leaving their Fort F^airfield friends 
in the happy consciousness that they were connec- 
ed with the outside world bv rail. 
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CHAPTER XXIW 

rHIC POTATO INDISTRV. 

The adaptation of Aroostook sciil to the growth 
of the potato wiis earl\- ol>ei\ecl l\\ the settlers, 
but it was not until Mr. B. (lathercole had built his 
starch laetorv- tliat any one thought that iu)tat() rais- 
inii* would e\ er become a nione\-makini'\ much less 
the leadinii", industr\' of the Aroostook \ allew One 
01' t'lj pj juli iritie > of th.' ^\nk .*.' is. t'.i.it iT one s.ic- 
eeeds in wttinir a u'ood thinu', he is iH'\er allowed 
to enjo\' it alone. This iirst st;:reh factor\ w;is 
scarcely in operation before Mr. Hedell Iiad ore 
commenced in the Maple (irox e settlemerit. 'i'hese 
were the da\s of small things; but with a sure mar- 
ket for the small p()tat(;es at a price which would 
nearh' ivdv f<;r har\estin<4: tlie entire croo, ;:r.d a 
reasonable assr.rance tliat a r.iarkel wo:. Id .'i!wa\s 

• 

be open to them, at a j^ood paying;' ]^r:ce. for all thf* 
potatoes they could raise, the two stiirch fact(;ric/i 
became fojr, and the fame of the Arocstc ;k ])otat..) 
wjnt out to all the land. 

The one obstacle in the way of success appeared 
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to be the drain made upon the land in the raisin^j 
of this crop. The amount of potash, to say nothinjif 
ol'the nitrogen and phosphoric acid that a crop of 
potatoes would take iVom the soil, convinced them 
that without some immediate remedy their farms 
would soon run out. A prompt and successful 
remedv was soon at hand: while there was sus- 
picion and a liberal amount o1' doubt as to their val- 
ue, commercial lertilizers have steadilv increased 
in popularity, and to-day have become an absolute 
necessity to secure the best results in this i^reat and 
valuable industry. P^or a decade each years crop 
of potatoes has exceeded the last, and while there 
has been considerable fluctuation in prices, the sales 
have been, almost without an exception, at a price 
that paid a liberal protit, abo\"e the cost o1' produc- 
tion, liiich year adds to the strenj^th and popular- 
ity ol* potat) r.iisinij; in tlie Aroostook valley, and 
with the cominii' of the Banij^or and Aroostook rail- 
road, already completed to Iloulton, and with the 
best assurance that it will reach this town earl\' 
next summjr, tlie farniLM's ( ifone can judije from the 
amount ol' commercial fertilizers beinfjf shipped in- 
to the count\ ) intend to lanjeh* increase the acre- 
au'c of tliis \aluable crop for i<S94. Aside iVom 
lands near larw cities and manuracturinii: centres, 
none pay so lari^e a prolit as those from which a 
well culti\ated crop of potatoes is taken. While 
at the present time it is doubtful if the averaj^^c 
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Aroostook farnicr raised niori- than two hiindrod 
bushels of I'Jolatoc's per :\c\\\ there are iiistanees 
where, hv ihoroiiirh eulli\alion and the liberal use 
oiTertili/er, ha\e been produced between se\ en and 
eJLcht hundred bushels, and it is the juduenient ol' 
some our most experiereed :ind praetieal larniers. 
that ever\- aere of land should \ ield at ieasl one 
hundred barrels of ^ood. marketabK- potatoes; and 
it is due to some of our enlerprisinu' and j^roixres- 
sive larmers to sax* that the\ ha\e not (>nl\- reached 
that amount, but on an a\eraiii* exceed it. 

While Aroostook farmeis ha\ e iar^vK been 
content with the cultivation ol' small farms, they 
have become laru'e j^otato raisers. Twenty acres 
of potatoes is a \ er\' common croj^^ I'or a b^»rt 
FairHeld larmer, and fortx- oi* lift\ acre^ ha^ Ih'- 
come too common to attract attention. 

The Lrrowth oTthis industr\ has been (piite rapid 
but healthy, until the present \ ast proportions ha\ e 
been reached, leadinLfall others and making" Aroos- 
t )')k r.irinin;^, in J^rop »riIoi t > it-; a/rcuw i\|,i:il t > 
an\- in the United States. 

'I'he western fainier has been contented and 
happ\- with a yield ol' twentv-ti\e bushels c»f 
wheat per aere. and in the home market selling' at 
one dollar per bushel, and if that state of thinirs had 
continued there ne\er would ha\e been an up- 
rising of farmers, and a political farmers' orirani- 
/ation. 
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TIk' l^'ort l^'airticlcl farnuT, war ai'tcr war sells 
iVoin his well ciilli\'ated pr.iato llcKl sr\ t'lUN-ln c 
barrels of* nKM\'hanlable potatoes, at an a\ era-^e ol 
one dollar aiul lil'tN- cents per l)arreL amoiintinu* to 
one hundred and t\vel\\' dollars and lifix eents per 
acre. In tlie town of I'^ort I'^iirlleld, in the \'ear 
iSo^, there were >i.\ st;ireh factories in acli\e oper- 
atinn and estimated, ten t!io::sand t(»ns ofslarch put 
on the market and n.in.e million six huiuhtxl nint\- 
six thou.sand nine hundred si\t\-riine barrels of 
potatoes shipped to tlie i)c.st(»n market, estimated 
price Si .5(^ jK'r bai*rel. The future ol' this inchistry 
s/cm-; abs )lutv'l\ a-i^urc:l, and the succe.^> ol'larm- 
\ ^ 1 in t'r -; n ).\h ;;.i 1 i.il i.l • will k ,■.•:) -;. ;'^ with the 
best i\i\in'>' indu>lries of the countr\. 'I'he in- 
troduction of labor sax ini;' m:ichiner\- i\".s j^»r. xbiiced 
two marked results, h'irst, the land i:> more care- 
rall\- ix'ep.ire:! av.l m >\\' th'»;\»uv»hl\' cubjx I'e.k and 
Sv'.'o:ulI\", the polatoL's a'l'c raised and put u]V)n the 
market at C(»nsidei*abl\- Icns cost. I^)tat()e.^ are 
nnw dropped aiul co\ ered and the Tertili/er dis- 
tributed b\' a two horse j'^lanter that will do the 
work ol' ten men. Mr. b'red M. Ilaines of Vovi 
l^^iirlield has in\ented a wheel hoise-hoc and fer- 
tilizer that will remo\e the weeds, 'Stir the soil, and 
disti'ibute the fertilizer better than it can possibh' 
be done b\' hand, and do the work ol'eiLiht or ten 
men, with one man and a horse. The four-horse 
potato dijjf^er uets oNcr a \ er\- lar^e breadth (A' 
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land in a claw a:i.l Ic n ».'> tlu p )ta'.)j'» in ir-) >:1 con- 
dition lo jiick. and it is cl.iinud t.) inj iri' lc';^ p;)ti- 
toc-s, wliik- it Lrathcrs tlK-ni ncarK as clean as can. 
he done b\- hand work. 

Another thinix in Cavi/r, anil that licjes a lon<!: 
w.iy in niakinii" ])opular this indiistrw ir. the fact 
that it Lri\es enip'oNnient extendinu- throuirh man\' 
montiis f)!' the \ eai*. The pre'paiation of the urornd, 
the i^lantini^- and cniii\ aticsn f/ltlu' ci oj's, is t'olh-wed 
onl\" In a shoit rest before the h;ir\ est con:niences, 
which includes putlinii'the niarketalde pot:itoes in 
the cellar or the potato houses, and haulini*; the 
small and infeiior ones to the starch factorv :• then 
the time ol fall plowini:' Ji'id initiator\- work for 
another ciop. and the \vr>rk of haulinij: and market- 
inii: the potalu','-. is taken uj^. to continue throuii^h 
the wintiT aiul eaiK" sprinLi", and often extendim; 
late into April, a!ul sometimes into Ma\': when 
the wotk of raisin'^' another c:rop should be fulh' 
in hancl. Tlu' climate, adaptation oTsoil.and hab- 
its of the peo'plr ha\ e all combini'd to faxor the 
\aliie of the crop and ui\ e it the h'ad in the mar- 
ket, and the ad\antaL:v' alread\' secured in the 
hand> of the intelliuent, industrious and enterpri.s- 
inu" tilleis of the Aroostook soil, will r.ndcnditediv 
hold \hc tratle. and the e\ er increasini»: market will 
in the luture, as in the past, keep up both the de- 
mand and the j^ricc. 

Within the last few \ears iarms ha\e been sold 
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in l'"( rt I'airHL'kl lor from $4,000 to $6,000, contain- 
inii' IVc m two to tl.rcc hur.clrcd acres, with ii^ood 
larni briilciinus, and with one hundred acres cr 
more of improved land, and the potatoes taken 
irom t!ie larm^, in twj yj ir.; h ivj p.iid thj e.itirj 
aii)int of piii'jhisj m ) ley. While it is n )t ne- 
cess.iry s) f.ir as thj prj;.Mt i^ c )njjrn„'.l, t\\: i'lJi 
s'l ) i!.l n )" b' o. j.*I.) )\:] t'l i: t\ : f r;m;.'s ol'F.).*. 
I'airrield are not e\clusi\ eh" eni^'aLced in raising' po- 
t itoes. 'l'he\ d ) not lose si'i."ht ol* the well es- 
tablished theorxol'rolalion in crops. 1 la\* has been, 
and will continue tv) be, an imp:)rtr/.t and proiitable 
crop, iir.d a L^ax] price will be paid for oats, as lon^* 
a ; 1 I ii''):.'! 1 »• o^z/rj > 1 > are c.irrle.l on : and as there 
is more or less hind that is remarkably well adapt- 
ed lor i»'ra/in!>*, th^' raisini** of neat stoek and horses 
dees, and undoubtedly will continue t;) reeei\ e. con- 
siderable attention. 

In concludinu' this chapter, we call attention to 
tl.e er.<^ra\ ini>' rcpicrei'.tirj;- a potatc; harvesl: scene. 
W^hile for the Ar()osto(>>k farmer of 1*^94 it may 
;ittract but little attention, to future uvneratio'ns it 
will at least i^i\ e an idea of the proi^ress made ar.d 
erileiy/iise displaved hv the cr.ltixators of the pres- 
ent dn\'. 

ft 

The industry occupies so important a relation to 
the de\elopment of Aroostook county, tliat we have 
had taken two street views, representing the potato 
tjanis cnowdinji: up to the potato houses, and the 
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streets r^ill ol* sk'.ls rr.):ii which thj h)rsc-i h.ivc 
hijcn lakrn at the uiniicr lior.i*. 

'I'hc rL*j(»rcls d' two claxs in March, i (S()^, show 
the sale ol three thoi^.saiul fix e hr.iuh'ed aiul four 
tlior.saiul Ixirrels res'pevLi\ elw s.)ltl aiul delixeretl 
in tb.e Vml I'^iiifiekl 'pdiilo m:irket. So.ooo paid 
to t!U' rar:r.er'> in ('P.e cla\ aJoiie. I'or or.e article of 
j>roduce iVoni these I'arir.s, is one ol' the results of 
this iiulriStrx'. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

PAST, PRESENT AND FlTrRK. 

In turninii^ back for a survey ol the chanjj^inji^ 
events that make up the history of our town and 
\ina<;>e, we shall tind a field of interestinix and stir- 
rinjif scenes opening up before us. Arbitrarily, and 
to suit our own purpose, we fix the past of half a 
century from liS^o to 1890. So much as comes with- 
in the present decade, or may transpire before its 
close, we will recop^ni/e as the present, and pass 
o\er to the speculati\e future, all that shall come 
after. 

lentil 1840 \ er\' little was known of any of the 
vast territory lyino* north of Iloulton, and now 
in Aroostook c(junt\'. The active livinii^ past of 
Fort Fairfield, the settlement, growth and prosper- 
perity of the northern frontier town of the north- 
eastern state of the American Union, commenced 
in the year A, U., 1840. 

While it is true that in 1806, a grant of a part 
■of the territorv embraced in this town was located, 
:sur\eyed, and c<>n\ eyed to an incorporation by the 
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commonwealth of Massachusetts, it was not until 
the settlement of the northeastern boundary, and 
the ratification of the Webster-Ashburton treatv, 
that they came into actual possession, and when that 
settlement was made, more than one twelveth of the 
orii^inal Plymouth (irant was upon tlie wronu^ side 
of the national boundary to be ol'any practical use 
or benefit. 

Before that time \aluable pine timberliad been 
cut and hauled to the Aroostook river, which makes 
a i^rand swejp of nearly twelve miles throui:;h its 
territory, by the inhabitants of the adjoinin^: pro- 
\ince of New Brunswick, who liad settled alonjj^ 
its banks lor the purpose of lumberinj;', and depend- 
ed upon that business for a li\in<j;. The^' had made 
only small improvements upon the land thev occu- 
pied, S')me few by i>Tant irom the i>*()vernment, and 

• 

others only acquiring' a s:]iatter\s rii^lit. ^I'hisinthe 
strictest sense was an English settlement, owinjj: 
alle^iancj t;) thj British crv)wn, without a thouirht 
that tliey were tresp:issers upon fc.reiji^n territory. 
Subsequently, about i S35 or 1S36, an American 
settlement had been m rJ j farther up the Aroostook 
ri\ er, and General Wellintj^to.i had p;:rchased what 
is now tlie town of M )nice!l(); and Dennis Fair- 
banks had pushe.l thr.).i^ii:h s':ill farther north rsx\ 
settled upon the Preiq i: Isle stream, about a mile 
from its eonlluence wit 1 the Aroostook river. 
The boundarv line be'A'cen Ma'nc and Xcw 



HISTORY OK FOUT FAIRFIELD. 1 75 



Brunswick, which had been established bv treaty, 
to the headwaters of the St. Croix river, where a 
monument was set, from that point north had be- 
come a question of dispute. 

The lact that an EniJ:lish settlement had been 
made, and the timber beinji^ cut off and run down 
the Aroostook and St. John river, to the English 
timber market, increased the difficultv, until in the 
winter of 1839 the land agent oi'the State ol'Maine, 
with a considerable militia force, proceeded to the 
disputed territory Ibr the purpose of driving off the 
trespassers, confiscating their teams and taking pos- 
session of this lumber. For this purpose a fort 
was erected upon what will always be known as 
''Fort" hill; a blockhouse where Mr. Arthur P. 
Libbv's house now stands, and a boom across the 
river to hold the trespass timber. A road was also 
cut from the Fort, which had been named for the 
Hon. John Fairfield, who was then governor ol' the 
State of Maine. The men who had been drafted, 
and compelled to make the long and tedious jour- 
ncv into the vast wilderness, formed a verv favora- 
ble opinion of the country. They brought back to 
their homes a good report of the new country, and 
aided bv the liberal offer ol almost the i^fift of a 
home in the northern wilderness, within a verv 
short time the number of American settlers was 
numerous enough to introduce and sustain schools 
and churches, and make their influence felt both 
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socially and politicalK*. As early as 1844 political 
parties were orii^ani/ecK and tlie discussion of polit- 
ical questions was freely entered upon. Little hv 
little the ioreiii^n element, made citi/ens hv the 
AVebster-Ashburton treats', became Americanized. 

* 

Our common schools, aided b\' intermarriaire, in 
a few short vears almost entireh* blotted out sec- 
tional lines and made one people of the two an- 
tajJ^oniziniL!: classes that made up the societv' of 
I S40. 

The hea\\' li'rowth of timber to remove, the 
earlv iVosts and lonij: winters, towther with the 
^reat distance from market, were obstacles hard to 
overcome, and placed the early settlers at a li^reat 
disadxantaii^e. 

At the end of the iirst decade some had become 
discouraged ruul returned to their former homes, 
and others would have done so ifthex' had not been 
without the means, and possibK' had no former 
home to iro to. Everv acre cleared let in addition- 
al sunlii»!it, e\er\' da\'s work on the road made the 
relati\e distance from the outside world less, ever\' 
dav's work on the farm or buildin<»s, added to com- 
lort and the prospect of living'. At the end of the 
second decade the people oi Aroostook bej^an to 
add to the necessaries, some of the comforts of life. 
Abundant returns were recei\ed bv the husband- 
man, many farms had been opened up, and as a 
whole, the people of North Aroostook were in a 
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prosperous condition. Not only had the people 
been trained to hardships and privations, but to de- 
Notion to their eountrv and their homes. The 
times, circumstances and conditions all encouraued 
the growth of patriotism, and when the tocsin oT 
war was sounded, when the old fiaii:, the "^star span- 
jj^led banner,"' was assailed, home and i'arm and 
loved ones were abandoned, and the work of 
defendinj^ the ihvj; and preservinsx the I'nion be- 
came the one thought and the one work of these 
men who felt called to a i^^reater work than clearinjif 
land and makiuLj homes. P'rom no part ol' the 
country did so lar^e a />/'() nr/a of the population 
enter the army as from the northern ]')ortion of 
Aroostook county, wMiile no part of the entire land 
was so illy pre]')ared to spare them. It is indeed 
doubtful if an\- part of the entire North felt the ef- 
fect of the war so sc\erel\' as Aroostook countv. 
h'rom no portion olOur countr\' were stronger 
and more self reliant men sent iorth to battle, and 
iVom no part was the /^/v rain of loss greater. 
These men went forth to do and to die, if need be, 
that the countr\' mi<>ht live. Helbre there was a 
111 11 recovery from the shock of war, another de- 
cade had nearly passed away. Since 1S70, there 
has been a steady and rapid growth, ^fhe coming 
ol' the railroad made the export oi' a<i:ricultural 
productions not only possible but profitable. The 
manufacturing of short lumber became profitable^, 
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and potato raising took tlic \ cry lirst rank in at^ri- 
cultural work. 

(^lictly, and without any ij^rcat pretensions, there 
has been a stead\' adxancc **all aloniif the line;" 
more acres were brouirht under cultivation, larii^cr 
and better buildinu^s were erected with pleasanter 
surroundings, until well furnished, beautilullv lo- 
cated and deli_u^htful homes, Ibrm a pand panorama 
upon ever\' hillside, and alonii' e\er\' valle\', and 
make it in all that the words imply, — the ''(jarden 
or Maine." The e\tensi\e iarminu* industry has 
made centres of trade a necessitw X^illaufcs have 
been built up, as the rati:ral rcsi:lt cf the large 
breadth of rich, fertile land, and its adaptation to 
the raisinji: in abundance, crops for which ii^ood 
prices and a ready market is ever at hand. The 
necessarv accompaniment, intelliiijent, enterprisinji^, 
industrious farmers, ha\e not been found wantinjj^, 
and to-da\' one mav travel the world over without 
tindini^: such returns for the monev invested, as can 
be secured from an Aroostook farm. Land that 
to-dav is in a state of culti\ation, from which one 
hundred barrels of potatoes can be harvested, sell- 
inu: at fortv dollars an acre, makes it doublv sure 
that the profit of a sin«[le crop, will considerably 
more than pay for the land upon which it was 
raised. 
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CHAPTER xxvr. 

FORT FAlRFlFr.I) IX THE WAR. 

The political campai^^n which culminated in the 
election of Abraham Lincoln to the presidency, 
found Fort Fairiiekl in the best possible condition 
to wield an influence in favor of his administration. 
From 1N40 Capt. Stephen li. Pattee and Almon S. 
Richards had been steady and persistent political 
workers, thoroui^^hly devoted to AVhi*^ principles, 
and upon the breakini:: up of the AVhi^* party, they 
became active and eflijie.it Republicans. Then 
came Hon. Isaac Hacker, Hon. Jesse Drew, Hon. 
Wnshmgton Lonsi: «'i^h1 AVilliam Small, Esq., all ac- 
tive and efticient workers for free speech, free in- 
stitutions, and a '"government of the people, by the 
people and for the people." And not only did the}' 
talk and vote for President Lincoln, but thev 
worked to sustain him in the great national strug- 
gle to maintain the government, in harmony with 
the platform upon which he had been elected, and 
to perpetuate the Union. Their field of operation 
was favorable for effective work. From their own 
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town and ihc adjoininii: ]'):irishcs in Xcw Bruns- 
wick, men were easilv secured lor the volunteer 
Ibrce, that ^ax e our eount\' the |K)st of honor in 
sendini^ the most men to the war, in proj')orti()n to 
the popuhition, oi* anv cjuntv in the l^nion. Their 
influence went out and was felt in the adjoinin<^ 
towns and in our sister proN ince. Fort Fairfield 
was pre-eminentl\' loNaKnot onl\' to the Union cause, 
but to the principles invoKed. 

I'^rom rirst to last, whether Hushed bv \ ictor\' or 
depressed by disaster, her sons were read\' to bra\ e 
the dangers of the battle-iield, and ii'need be, ui\e 
their li\es, that the nation miii;ht live. Iler roll of 
honor stands upon the national record. The names 
of her honored sons were found in nearh* all the 
State oruani/ations. 

Her heroic dead, and her wounded and disabled 
\eterans, represent almost every family of that 
day. r^rom the adjutant general s reports, and 
other sources, we are able to u'ive the ibllowinu* 
imperfect record of soldiers who went to the war 
from this town, but as in man\' instances, thev 
went to make uj> tlie (]U()ta of other towns, we 
find it impossible at tliis late day to ^ixe all; and 
as man\" of the S(;ldiers and their friends liave 
failed to respond to the recpiest made of them 
through the Xorfheni Lciider. the local paper of 
the town, no doubt some at least, will feel an in- 
justice has been done. 
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COM MISSION!: I) O/I'K'KKS. 

r^'.inklin M. Drew, cai')t:iin and major in the 
i5l!i Maine Reuinient: C II. lOIlis, ehaj^lain in t!ie 
iith, and eajHain in the .^ist Maine Kei^inient ; 
Oscar A. I'Jh's, 2d and ist lieutenant, and eaniain 
in the ist Maine L'a\ah*\: I^Ibridue l. Pattee, id 
and first lieutenant, and captain in the 15th Maine 
Reiiiinent: Albert \\\ Ilovt.idar.d ist lieutenant 
in the i^th Maine Reiiinient; Whitman L. Oreu.tt. 
2d and 1st lieutenant in the i^ Main.e Regiment. 
Chandler I abin', 2d lieutenant in t!ie loth Maine 
Reuiment. 

N()N-c()M.missi()m:i) 01 rui:i:s. 

Daniel \V. Haines, sergeant, Co. K. ist Maine 
Cavalry; .Mexander MeDouuald, ser^e.mt, Co. IC, 
1st Maine Caxaly; Albert (lardiner, corporal, C(». 
E. isl Maine C;i\alr\ : Slienherd R. llo\t, ser- 
j^vant, Co. K, i^t'i Maine Rci^imeiU; Charles L. 
lIo\t, sergeant, Co. I:], i;th Maine Reiriment; jt^hn 
W', Whitten, seri^eant, Co. E, i;tli Rei^^iment; 
.\llred Marshall, corporal, Co. E, i^th Reui- 
meiU; James l)(;ran, corporal, Co. E, I5t!i Me. 
Regiment: Sanborn Murphy, corporal, 15th 
Reiriment: lames V, Luce, serii^eant, Co. K. ^isl 
Regiment: Albert Sibl\, cor|)oral, Co. E, .^^ist 
Maine Regiment: Charles W I^llis, corporal, L'o. 
E, :i ist Re-'imerit. 

isl Maine Lav :ilr\ : fliram II. b'Jlis. Albert K 
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Ilainrs, loll!! I)«.\'kLT, I'xlwartl I)L'».'l;cr. As.i 
K. Davis, K. I']. ()i\-r.li, John v^'iirricr ami jolin 
Cjalla^luT. 

id Maine Ca\alr\ : Abraham U. Pw\\<.*rs, I<jsi-r.h 
L. Whilmoro. 

1st District L'nlimibia L'a\alr\: ixicharcl Xorfis, 
sergeant . 

^t!i Maine r>alU'r\ : AUlcn C \'arr.r\. 

1st Maine X'eleran lnfanlr\ : W'iiliani Knii-I't. 
lames lolmslon. 

]{] Maine Ixe^imert: !\i:harJ Ihivv: 
llumphre\, lohn !>. WilUtle. 

.ith Maine l\eLiimeiU: lohn A. D.w. 

71I1 MaiiU' Ke;iimenl: I'riah Pahrer. 

folh Maine l\*.'.:inu*nl : W'arre 1 Ilari:i.r.:, iv.lward 
IvO'v, SifUwn ( liner. .»n, ?\rl:>')n ^ie?^e!l. 

Mill Maine Kv'LMmer.t : (-e^rr.'.^- W. ■ '.;^. .'.LVi, 
Samuel (J. i\ieha.rds{)n, Anv)s JMl iiiei eerl, ( ieMr »e 
^inii:'u\'\", Aaron (iomerx', Mcj^es (Jimss. 

i^thMain.e l\e<'iment: Almon W'aice. ^ 'a.' -1:.^.' 
]']. Drew, losej")!! \\. Dr-jw, I .ewis M\sl;rall. \", iir- 
ren Kiliekl, dKirle;; A. C;^:l^>s. I'\i!ian C/roel:, i \\\ 
. Martin, lohn Lmulx-, Sleplien >>. /.ieDvJi-u'.ile. ja->. 
L'roek, lohn \\\ I'iekles, rwii.Swin N. I':j:\e, 
I'ernando bolster, JesejVn B(;licr, Am( :; i.(.;lie:\ 
Phillii-* Uolier, Thor/ias Crejk, O/ias D..: I .:\'i !m.\ 
DnnnelK Jeremiah KarwelK Daniel l^^i:::^ L h:.s. A. 
(irass, I'a:c)e!i i?. (jra>.>, Cieor^e A. (jr-xe.-, \\'n:. 
Limd\-, (ie.-rre N. r()lriidr;e, S:;m;:el i'"il/.l (. i i l : I, 
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(jc'oruc K. Park, Joseph K. Dow, l^itrick F. O'lla- 
ra, 15'v'n jaiiiiii W. l\'ttinuill, Edward ^[ul•pIly. 

{()[]] Maiiu' RcLzinicnt : T'a*astiis Roucts, John 
L. Ivo^cM's, Nicholas Dec, Thomas Lvons, Warren 
A. [ohis; ).!, Daniel Iloj^kins, Daniel \\\'hh, 
Roderick Powers. \\\'sle\' Chase, lohn S; C'or- 
less, James Rediker, ^Nicholas McKiniie\', lames 
Mckinnee, Ilenr\- Ilonkinson, lulward Ross, Xa- 
thanacl Liifkin, Alfred P)ishop, h'rederick Bishop, 
Simeon P>. h^dsom, Xoah (loodrich. William lla- 
le\, Michael Holier, Ilenr\ (irass, Daniel r^)ss. 

ijtii Maine Reuiment: John P. I^^'ink, I'^red 
Haines, Michael Russell, Thomas Russell, Patrick 
Russell, Bartlett, Rediker. 

2()th Maine Re;;^iment: Richard Powers, (Iran- 
\ille I lopkinson, Charles K. Iloit, Ilenrx' Powers, 
Philo Ilewett, lolin Rilew 

22(\ Maine Reuiment: Joseph A. Conant, Joshua 
IIoNl, Orrin Ilo\t, Lar\)rest \\ Towle, Charles II. 
Townscnd, Amos P\lc. 

^oth Maine Re«'iment: William Russell. 

:i 1st Maine Reiiimcnt: Asa S. Townscnd, (icorue 
W. Curtis, Joseph P. P\ le, W'm. V, Dollex', Lorin 
V. lohnston, William j. Saw\er, Daniel Whitmore, 
James V. Springer, Asa (.'. Wentworlh, Addison 
Wrio-ht. 

AX'hilc the record olthe Maine rejiiments stands 
in the front rank of the miiiht\- force raised to 
maintain the national unit\, th.e ist Maine cavalr\-. 
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lor lonof service. Iiard marches aiul cnVvtiNc work 
upon llu' batlK'-iK'Ul, had no c't|i:al. Vi^vi I'airlii'ld's 
c]iioia to thi'. rriiiiTK'nt was ir.ade' i:p oT \()iin<i' men 
who st(»od ani()n<»- itu- hrr i : all (»!' wlioni did noblo 
ser\icc for llu-ii* eoimlrv, and have K'l'c a recoinl 
Tor fulnro i»cneralions ihal >hor.ld he wriiti'n in let- 
lers of liuht. 

I K*r soi'.s were ani.)nu" i-'ie 1h'-i in tin* several 
rei^inienls to whieh llvev Wv-ie .'is.^iuned; ]')lnsieall\-, 
perfeet men, wlio wenl r.)]ln I > do oi' t ) die. never 
ralterinii* upon the niareh. and in the eanip or on 
the b.itlK--lield disjh:ir^-in'- llieir dntv in a m inner 
lliat won t!ie eoniniendations oi'the uvnerals ol' the 
arniv . 

Nol a c all for ir.en was made bv the liov ernmerit 
that was nol heartilv res|)onded to bv ihe loval men 
oi' our town, of'ien u'oin.L;' to make u]) llu c|uoV.i. 
aid III i \j: I'k' pl.i^e. lel'i va^ml bv other obler 
and m )re p )}V lo is town > : and bv so del ii^* not onlv 
did the wearv marehiuLi' and hard fiLihtinLr Cor others, 
but ]()<: t:K* ib-Vl"/ of their armv life with tlieir 
own town. 
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('IIAPPKR XX\'II. 
FIFTKF.NTII MA I NIC RFCilMFNI'. 

It was not until llic oriiani/ation of the i^tli 

«^ * 

Rouiiiiciit, that VovX Vi\\r\]c\d iioi down to earnest 
work. In fact, up to this tinic the war had been 
h)oked upon as of short duration, and tlie opinion 
Iiad prexaik'd that the demand lor tri)o|>s was of 
so small aeeount that it was not worth the while 
to make an\- earnest effort. Hut the faet beeame 
more and more apparent that a serious and des- 
perate stru^i^le was before u.s. Col. John Me- 
Cluskey, a i')opular lumberman, was authorized to 
oriifanize a regiment. It was both rijj^htand proper 
that the aeti\ e Republiean leaders, whose age and 
infirmities unlitted them to iro to the front, should, 
so lar as thev had sons, ij^iv e them as a free-will 

offerinir to their eountrN's eause. And sons with 
»^ . 

sueh sires, were onlv too reach* to do with mii^ht 
and main, to i')reser\e the national life, l^aeked 
b\ famih inlluenee, 1^'ranklin Drew, IClbrid^e (j. 
P<ittee and Albert IIoNt, were aeti\e eo-workers 
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tt)aid intlic work, and i\Mdil\' secured iVoni aniniiLi- 
tlu'ir N'oun^' iVicnds and av^ii-MiniaiU'c.-, a lai'i^T and 
rospeH"tablc followinLi'. 

Tlu' slorn rcalit'u's r>r tlu* \\;ii" had In-^'n loiwd 
IkkiU' upon ihcm, and inr nVvM \\ !io ;:*a\c' \hc\v 
nanu's for llu* oruaid/ation cfilii-, i\«'.vi»^ii"i'i' di'd it 
with l!u' lull ri;ali/ation of w Iiai \\a- I'v-foi^- ;':h.:n, 
so I'ai' as \hc niarcti a.nd l-iiii iv-lirit! w x-i-/ «.(;n- 
rcrncd. r>iil thrir li.i'sl i \]'v*r;'v'ncr I'p-.n ihr lra!is- 
ports, antl a \ o\ a^\- to \Uc ( jiilf <>! .Mr\ir- ». and \Uc 
Lircal rhanm.' to the cxtrvnu' heal a.^ul <.'\jm .lmx- <»!* 
a clinialo whi^-h was absoh,:ii.-hx lorciLin l<> l!u-ni, 
was a hai'dship that lohl nioi\' sr\n\'l\ iip')!^ iIk-i^.k 
than upon ahiiost an\ odu-r i\'_:inicnt that i\\m- rr.- 
tL'rrd tlu' srr\ ice. Xt;t onl\ did l^>rt I-'aiiliv-hl 
send ahiVJst ihr hist a.\ailahJc' man irao lhi> re'^i- 
nu'iil, but it was a |>oiV:d;ir renck'v'.x t>iis foi' rcoruil- 
iuLi". I^aton (Jrant. L'aribou. Sarslu-kl, Linustor.v, 
\'an Uurcn and our sislri Pro\in(.\\ it p.nl ip.\ ad.rd 
wIk'u their sons came to our t')\\n. the\ I'oiuul ]>ub- 
lic sentiment so stroni:'. and inlluenees ahn«»st 
irresistible surrouncbnu- them, that man\ w eie ir.- 
dueed to \ ield to the stronuei' ibree and enlist for 
the war. While before and after, upper Aroostook 
furnished honored names to other orL:'ani/.ali»»ns, in 
fact to ahnost all that entered the lield iV;)m our 
state, the i^th was emphatiealh' oui' rcLiiment, antl 
no historv of oui" tow n ean 1h' <'ompleie w ithout 
beinir interwoxen with its honored record. 
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The orL^'ini/ation of the ist Maine Cavalrv, the 
iith, 12th I :^tli and i.|th regiments, had followed 
eaeh other in sueh rapid sueeession as to be almost 
sinu'.ltar.ec-i s. Mair.e's war ^(.\ err.(/r, Isniel \Vas!> 
burn, Jr., sevonded hv llie rd^Ie and ellleient adju- 
tint u'eneral. jo'm L. Ilod.sdon. w.is piitlinii" forth 
e\ er\- effort to respond to tlie eoiintrv's eall. 
W'ilh eaeh reuinient that entered the field, the war 
eloe.d seemed to lower. News Irom the seat of 
war were of a dej^ressii-io* eharaeter. i>ull Run and 
HalPs I?Iiiff, the death of the |\iti-iotie L\ons, the 
Mas;>n-Slidell eompiieation, the disaslrons drawn 
battles and skirmislies in .Niissouri, had tiirown a 
dark eloi;d ()\ er the entire North. Amidst all this 
darkness a:ul dis/oiini';vment to t!ie Union ea'.ise, 
{he a'.;ilM;rit\' frrv^ the <>'o\ ernor wa ; revXnxed in 
Oetober to (;i;^a!ii/.e tiu' i".lh r^'^imeiit, and tlie 
lii'sl week in ~\o\emher saw lar^e detaehments ol* 
troops !L;alh.ered at Anur.sta. December 6th, 7th 
and c;t!i, eompanies .\, !> and C were mastered in- 
t,) the I'p.ited Slates ser\iee, and before tlie month 
ended, m.-ii wjre miisterel into e\ er\' eompan\', and 
b\' Ia:r.::ir\ i*.>Lh iS.)2, the regimental organization 
was eompIeteJ. These two months, howe\er, were 
n(;t 1(;sl time. Under the manairement of such ol- 
liters as were entitled to muster belbre a lidl reiii- 
ment had been r-eeiired, drill and disei]")line had 
been earefullx' attended to, and thus the foundation 
laid for future work. Of this regiment, eompanies 
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L\ K and (j, ancl a \x\vi nf V, were I'roni Aroostcxjk 
coiintw 

The lirst ollker^ orilu'sc compar.ics were as fol- 
lows: Co. L\ Charles \\'.('la\to!i of M.isardis, cap- 
lain: Daniel Preseolt of Presc|i:e isle, ist lieuten- 
ant: Zelnilan Rowe of Pres(|i:e Isle. Zi\ lieutenant. 

Co. IC, Charles 1). Smith of lloulton, eajUain: 
John Z. Swanton of lIo;:Uon, isl lieutenant: Al- 
bert IIoNt of l*^)rt I'^airtielcl, 2d lieutenant. 

ft 

C)nivri\I'': Iru^-iW. 1 1 K'ke:r of 1 1 )ull ):i, ist 
lieutenant.: eonipam (i, I'^ranklin Drew of Vovl 
I'airlield, captain : Kansoni N. Pierce of l*'ort T'air- 
lield, 1st lieutenaPit: Mlbrid^e Ci. Pattee of ^^:rt 
I'airfield, jd lieutenant. Subse.juently W^irren 
Pluninier of Prescjue Isle, and Whitman L. Orcutt 
of Fort b^iirHeld, were j'jromoted to id and ist 
lie il.*:i.ri' -i i.i e 'in ^.i\\ C an.l C\ rus \\. K!iii'lit of 
Presque Isle, isl lieiitenant, and captain in com- 
l^any V. 

On Februar\ 26th, iS')>, the regiment broke 
cam]-) at Auixustii aid t.).)k the train for Portland, 
where t!iey e:vj")j.'ted to imme.rLitely tike lra!is-')orL 
to New Orle.ms. There w as, hL)we\ er, a c!ela\' of 

ft 

a wjjk, wilh \ j:-\- u:i-:.):iirorL.i!)Ie (].iari.ers before 
thj\- were 01 shipb ;ird, a r.l th.M tw.vi- \ -el^h! 
d.iw-i 0:1 thj o:>'n, r.)ll:)\\e.l Iv,* six wjjks 0:1 Sliip 

% ft 1 

island, at the mouth of the Mississii)i)i. 'I'hen a 
tri'p up the ri\\*'* I > New Orle ins, that should lun e 
been made in twenty-fov.r ho'.:rs, l!iat occ'.:]ued 
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twelve full days. The summer of 1H62 was spent 
in eamp near New Orleans, and the elimatie ehanji^e 
and the southern malaria were as hard to face, and 
almost as destructive, as the battle. Eirh' in Sep- 
tember a change came: another shipboard and sea 
voyasi^e to Pensacola, on the western coast of Flori- 
da. Here the reiifiment found a healthv location, 
and spent a vcrv comfortable winter, rem:iinin<j: 
until June, 1S63, when the order canu to return 
to New Orleans. 

I'rom June to November the regiment was in 
active service. While it was not called up:)n to do 
an^• m-eat amount of ti<j:htin<^, loni^: marches, severe 
guard duty, broken up into detatchments to pro- 
tect the main army from a sudden and unexpected 
attuk, up )n 1 )w a*i:l mirshv iifround, with tlij 
insidious enemy, malarial lever, upon every hand, 
their ranks were thinned bv sickness and death. 
No\ember found them upon transports on their 
way to Texas; a landing was soon effected upon 
Brazos Island, near the mouth of the Rio Grande, 
the extreme southwestern point in Texas. No\- 
cmber 15th, they were on the march along the 
coast to Mustang island. Fort Semmes was cap- 
tured, and a week later they were on Matagorda 
island. Fort P2speranza Is captured, troops are 
stationed upon the mainland, and the best harbor 
on the Texan coast is in our possession. Februa- 
ry 29th5 1864, found them on a transport starting on 
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their return trip to New Orlo.ins; t!ie:i up the riv- 
er, and were a:ti\e participants in the Re:l river 
campaiji^n. 

Lon^r mirelies and Iiard riiifhts, in which the rej^- 
iment faitlifully discharged its duty, is applicable 
to the Red ri\er eanipaiii:n. In tlie disastrous Sa- 
bine Cross Road iiii:ht, the Bull Run ol' the expedi- 
tion, the i^th was in Iv.n:u*\'s 1)I\ ision, and noblv 
performed their part in savini^f the retreatini^ army 
from beint»: totalh* destroyed, and mule Pleasant 
Cjro\ e tlie turninii^ p:>int in t!ij ground loit at S.i- 
bine ( Voss Road. 

In the Ir^tlv c:)ntested battle at Pleasant Ilill tlic 
regiment was in the thickest of the light; in fact, 
at the most critical moment, under the masterlv 
manaii:ement of Colonel Dver and Lier:tenant-Col- 
onel Murray, their unyielding an.l persistent wjrk 
ti rned the tide oT battle in our fa\v)r. 

If there was a jM'ominent olticer in tliat expedi- 
tion who return jd with additional honors won, that 
ortijcr was B.i >idie;'-Cjjnjra] William II. E ii_m'\', 
tiie com Hinder of Kmjr\\s Dixision of tlie 19th 
Army Corps. In the second brigade of this di\ i- 
sion, the i5t!i Maine performed its whole dutv; 
whether upon tlie maroh, building the dam t ) raise 
the Red river that the or mbjats miLifhl: bj saved, or 
before the enemv, thev did their whjle dutv: and 
what that whole dutv was, is best t jld in the fol- 
lowing <j:eneral order issued ;.t the e!(.sc of tlie 
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camp.'iiiif 1 and just bjlbro Icavins: ibr the Armv of 

the Potomac. 

'^(jKNErai. ();u)i:k No. 4S. 

IlKAIiqj'ARTFRS IQtll ArMV CoKFS, 

Skmmfsfout, La., 
May I Nth, 18^)4. 

'^So/dicrs of' the is/ ami 2ii Dii isions i()lli Ar- 
///]' Corps' — It is nn* duty to express to you my 
appreciation of* your uniform u^ood conduct throuii^h- 
out the hite eventful campaij^n. This duty is ren- 
dered the more imperative by the false reports of 
your operations which have met you at this point. 

'*()n the 7th o!' April, at the first notice that our 
troops in fr;>nt were en^ai^^ed, the I'irst Division, 
the only troops of the 19th Corps then present, 
marched in double quick time seven miles to the 
front, formed a line of battle under tire of the en- 
emv, chcjked him, and drove him back, under cir- 
cumstances the most trying that could befall troops. 
The whole advance, composed of eight or ten 
thousand troops, were thrown back upon you in 
litter disorder and confusion, pell-mell, with the 
enemw Y(ni ibrmed line of battle under his lire, 
and amidst this frightful disorder, with the regu- 
larity of forming for parade, you drove the enemy 
from before you, and held the ground until ordered 
to fall back. 

'*The next dav, at Pleasant Ilill, vou of the First 
Division Dore the brunt oi' the cncmv's furious at- 
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tick; and onlx* one brigade — that on the left — <ifa\c 
waw because its lell was unsnpi)()rtec1 : but tliis 
soon rallied and joined in the tinal charj/e which 
dro\ e the enenu' from the iield. 

"'On the 2]{], at L'ane l^i\ er, you, su]^ported by 
the i^^th Arn.\' Corps, found the enenn strongly 
posted to dispute the crossing- of the ri\er. Led 
b\- the Third l)rii>ade of the ist I)i\ ision, \'ou turned 
his tlank and dro\ e him at the point of the ba\ onet 
from the hill he occupied. 

'\\t Alexandria, \'ou contributed xour labor, hv 
da\' and ni^ht, for se\ enteen da\s, under the en- 
uinecrinn* skill of Lieutenant-Colonel l>aile\', to 
the j^rcat work which relie\ed the lleet iVom its 
perilous j^osition abo\ e the falls, and restored it to 
the countrx'. 

*'At Mai'isura, on the ist ol* Maw xou met the 
enenu' on an open plain, and suj^ported on your 
riii'ht b\' tlie Sixteenth Arnn* Corps, dro\ e him 
from the Held. 

•'This in brief, is a sumniar\- of Nour ser\ ices for 
the last two months, and 1 know when it becomes 
known to the countr\-, the iudiiement \\ ill be that 
\()u, at least. ha\ e done xour dut\' faithfulK". 

(Signed.) W.m. II. L.micijv, 

l}ri!Li".-( General ('ommandinj^*. 

Official. 

DiNc AN S. Walkkr, 

^Vsst.-Adjt. (joneral.** 
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Only a brief rest in camp at Morjjanzia Bend 
upon the banks of the Mississippi, and they were 
hurried upon transports, with sealed orders that 
were not to be opened until after the pilots had 
been dismissed at the mouth of tlie Mississippi, and 
when opened, pro\ed their destination to be to 
Chespeake I?a\', the Potomac and the James. Here 
the rciiiment was di\ided. One battalion under 
the command of Col. Dyer upon one boat, and the 
otiier under command of Lieutenant-Col. Murrav, 
accompanied by Major Frank M. Drew, upon an- 
other. 

Xo sooner arri\ ed than the\' were hurried for- 
ward to strenjithen the armv in West X'irii^inia. 
'I'hen they had severe campaii^ninii^ up and down 
the valley of the Shenandoah, after the onmipresent 
Earlv, who ne\er I'ailed to run awa\', but did not 
fail to Hi!:ht anotiier dav, until his \ ictorN' was 
turned into deleat by Sheridan's triumphant ride 
from Winchester. After the fall of Richmond, 
the 15th was ordered to Washington, and here we 
miji^ht expect that the work would close, but not 
so. After six weeks at the national capital they 
were treated to another sea voxai^e, not h()we\ er, 
to the (iulf, but to Sa\annah, (leort^ia, and from 
there to Georiijetown, where they were recjuired to 
perform a full Near of dut\' under the commander 
of the militarv district of South Carolina. This, one 
of the most delicate and difficult duties that had 
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fallen to their lot, was successful Iv periormed. 

While for physical indurance, it is doubtful if 
any regiment leavin<j^ the State was its superior; 
the positions it occupied and the work it performed 
taxed its strength bevond an\- other, and alLhou*i:h 
its num!)er of kille.l and w.).ind.^:l wis c:):!! 'iara- 
tiveh* small, its loss bv disease and death was 
really appallini^*. The Adjiitant-Cjencr.d's re'p:)rt 
shows the followinir record of deaths in the scr- 
\ice: Co. A, twentx-eiuht: L'o. I>, twent\-fi\e; 
Co. C, thirt\-()ne; Co. I), thirt\-nine; Co. K^ 
fortv-eiHit: Co. V^ thirt\-two; Co. (I, thirts-Cour; 
Co. IL thirt\'-si\'; Co. I, twcntv-eii^iU ; Co. K, 
thirt\'-eiirht. A total ol' three hundred and thirty- 
nine deaths, and two hundred and mnetv-iive were 
discharired for disability 

ll'we follow the regiment from the sprini^ of 
1S62, in its voyaji^es by sea, its nnrchesby land up- 
on the drearv plains ol'Texas, and under the burn- 
n-)^ tropical sun, and amonj^ the swamps and Li- 
j^oons of Louisiana, and its summer in South Car- 
olina, we mav onlv wonder tliat the number of dis- 
abled did not comprise the entire regiment. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

TIIIRTV-FIRST MAINE REGIMENT. 

In the winter of 1864 the war department made 
a requisition upon tlie JState of Maine for two more 
regiments of men for the war. The terrible drain 
mxde upon the able bodied m jn in Aroostook eoun- 
tv, raisj:! the q.ustion ot* the advis.ibilit}* of as- 
siirninsr one of the eompanies to that countw Un- 
der these eireumstances, Governor Conev offered 
a commission to C II. Ellis, who had scr\ed as 
chaplain in the nth and ha.l considerable ex- 
perience in enlistinj^ nun for the army. A leave 
of absence from the arm; hospital at Portland, 
where he was then em')!o»'ed, a brief interview 
with the governor r.t August i, and he was on his 
WMV to his hoiiij at Maple Grv)ve. The third day 
of wear\' stai^inii: from Hanoror was last wearing 
away, when a halt was called to change mail at a 
private house in a small opening, in the township 
of Mars Ilill. A good look and a few words with 
the acting postm:.ster, and a stop was made until 
the next dav. 
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Before the elose oi' that day, the enlistment pa- 
pers of Ilenr\- (). Perry and two or three of his 
neii^lihors were ni:ide out and si<»ned, and the work 
of ori^anizinii: (■{>. K, ^st Maine Reiriment, had 
taken tani^ible form. 

Before leavini^ .\uuiista, an inter\ iew Iiad been 
held witli Dr. Roi»*ers of Patten, and an aici'cement 
made to ^ive his son, Edwin S. Roi^^ers, a lieuten- 
ant's commission, upon the condition tliat lie en- 
listed twenty men. The work went rapidlv for- 
ward. 

The threat distance iVom the capital oi'the State, 
where the nun went into camp until the organ- 
ization of thj rcij^iment was perfected, placed the 
company at a disad\ anta<!fe, and althouj^h no com- 
pany was enlisted as promptly, it was the fifth com- 
pany to be mustered into seryice. IJeutenant 
R()<i[crs, who was an imderii^raduate at Bowdoin 
cc^llege, immediately reported at the camp at Au- 
gusta, and his father at Patten largely did the work 
of enlisting the men. 

On the i<Sth of April, i<S64, the regiment, con- 
sisting ol' nine companies and thirty-four cc^n- 
missioned officers, left Augusta (Company K joined 
the regiment at the North Anna, the last of May) 
in time to join Burnside at Annapolis, and proceed 
t ) the Rapidan in time to take an actiye part in 
the battle of the Wilderness on the i6th of Mav. 
Among the officers of the regiment there were 
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ver}' few men without experience, not only in 
camp and upon the marcli, but on the battle-tield. 
With one or two exceptions, t'ne captains of the 
several companies were competent to lead the 
rcii^iment into action, llenrv (). Perrv, the first 
man enlisted in the company, was made orderly 
sergeant, and very lar<i^ely the care of t'ne men was 
in his hands. vSeri>eant Perrv almost iVom the 
first had the full contidence of b(jth (^llicers and 
men. He kept the roll of the company, looked 
after drawinic rations for the men, and a realh* 
sick or disabled s(;ldier found in him a true friend. 
No company in tlie reii^iment was better pro- 
vided for,- and no soldier ever j^mn e better assur- 
ance tliat his proniotion to (>ilice would be b(Ah 
in the interest of the i>;overnmjnt, and tlie soldiers 
undjr his c )mnMnd. In tlie Wilderness, at Spott- 
s\l\aria, at th.e Nortli Anr.a and Cold Harbor, tlie 
:jist was ni\en all the work thev could do. In thj 
buttle of tlie Wilderness tlie loss was twent\-nine, 
and C.ipt. A. H. Packard and Lieutenant A. J. 
Snow were killed. At ^ (/clojk a. m., on t'ne 
m.)rnin'»* of Ma\ 12th, the reinnient m ide its as- 
sanltu]')on t'ne famous IMoody Anij^le, and drove the 
enenu' ::r.d tcc.k n is(js:( i. (J'lluii wc ils, 1 r.t re t 
beini'- prv)perly s ip'pnrtjd they fell back, and in ad- 
\ ar.ce of our reirular lir.e, aiul onl\- a lew rods from 
the enem\\s w(n'k, threw up ir.trei-.climeiits and 
l:eld tl-.e < round Ibr six da\r. A^^ain on the ilSth, 
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three siicecssiNc assaults were made upon the 
e:K*m\'s work, with tlie terrible loss of one hiin- 
dred and si\t\-the men. Ten were killed or.t- 
rii»:ht and ei<»hteen died ol' their wonnds. Arnonii: 
the number was Captiin A. K. P. Wallaee of Com- 
pany M. The l.ui: eh ir^^o al S^^) >tLS\ Iv.mi.i, whieli 
was on the line ol* the MeCook IIoi:se, was made 
just one month after t!ie regiment marehed out of 
Aii<i*i:sta Ui the t me of *'The (Jirl I Left Behind 
Me."" Dr.riniT that month o\er onesc\enth (f its 
men had fallen in battle. At the North Anni 
the reii^iment was ]')ressed forward t ) the front 
and assii^iv. d- a ]')')slti()i at llu ex-.reiij li.^'hl of 
the line, and when the order eame in tlie ni^ht 
to- fall ba.'k, it ()be\e:l the order like \ eterar.s, 
aid was the last I.) re-, ross t!ie Ciie.^U'rlield bridge. 
At tlie Norlli Anna, Lientenant \W O. Tibbetis and 
fo::r iiien were killed and se\er.d N\.)-.;nded. On 
the -d of lune, alter a few hcurs' iiiareh, t':e\' we:e 
upon tile Cold Harbor batllelield, but it was not 
urjtil tlie ir.enKjra.lde morninLC ( f tl:e 'd, th:;t tbcv 
were aeti\el\' eriia^ed. After chi\irLr in tl e ere- 
my's piekets, a line of battle was f.)rmed, and ecaii- 
panie; K and (J, Capt.iins Fdlis and (ielehell e(r;r,- 
mandinix, were ordere.l t) l^rm in skir:iiish bn - 
c )vj 'i 1 ( the e ;tire i'i nt of thj rj j^Ini ^ i a' li \ : 
and advanee, supported by the re^iiK-i.. In this 
eh;.r.K* there were twe-'.t\-:-.i!Ve kilL'd ar.d l")it\- 
vnc wounded, (apt. James M. Willi. ir.:s ;i::d 1 i.-.:- 
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tenant Charles A. I'arrinsj^ton were anionic tlie 
number kille:!. 

On the 7i:h of June, while intrenched near the 
('•.Ad IIarb:)r hattle-tield. Lieutenant Edwin S. Ro- 
<;-ers oi'Co. E, who had been detailed to eomniar.d 
Co. C, — wliieh inund itself witlioiit a commissioned 
officer able to report lor dutv — was in command ol 
t!ie picket line when a tierce attack was made up- 
on t!ie line, which resulted in the line bein^ bro- 
ken and driven in, and Lieutenant Rotifers bein.u* 
wounded and taken prisoner, (.^apt. Ellis with Co. 
E was ordered to make a counter charji^e and re- 
store and re-establish the picket line. In this en- 
counter, se^•eral n:en were killed and Capt. C. II. 
Ellis dan<xeroi:sl\ wounded. 

On that da\' ist Lieut. Sheahan, who had been 
discharged iVom the ist Maine Cavalry to accept 
a commission, joined the re^'iment. Scrii^eant Per- 
r\', howe\er, had laruelv the interests and com- 
mand ol* t'le re^inunt upon his hands, and should 
ha\ e been immediately promoted to the captaincy. 

It was not until October the 7th that Capt. Ellis 
was able to rep:)rt at tlie Annapolis hospital, l^'p- 
on his arrival there, and exa!nination bv the sr.r- 
j^-eon, it was decided tiiat his disability was per- 
manent, and b\- special order of the secretary of war, 
ho was discharircd from service. Soon ai'ter the 
32d MaineRe<>'iment was consolidated with the 31st, 
Capt. Keys of Co. E, 3 2d, was given command of Co, 
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Vln 31st, and as it was sc\ cral months bcFoiv tlio 
war dcpaitmcnt was s.itislicd of the dcatli of Lieu- 
tenant Rosters, there was neeessariU' a dela\* before 

Serjeant Perr\' <>'ot his eoniniission. 
•™» . «^ 

After the battle of the ^d ol' |i:ne, and onl\ six 
weeks after leavino: Maine, the\' had borne them- 
selves s.) i^randlv, and foui>ht so braveh, that (len- 
eral (iriffin, then brigade ec n:mar.der, said, *'tl:e 
31st has won for its ofliecrs and men imperishable 
renown/' On the 17th of June, the rei^iment was 
under \\\\\ in which new laurels were won, but at 
a most terrible eosl. I'he superior ability ol' its 
officers, and the eoura^jfe and unwa\ erinir devotion 
of its men, placed it at the first amoni>; the veteran 
rciximents of the armw With onlv li\ e months in 
the field it was \ irtually wiped (.ut. Ei<i:ht cap- 
tains and two actini»- captains had been killed. Its 
total loss in oilijcrs killed and mortalh* wounded 
had roa:hcd ninL*t?jn: a eircumUanrc unp.iralled 
in war. The 6ist Pennsylvania lost an equal num- 
ber, but its battle > beij:a:i m lune, 1S02, and ended 
i;i April, 1855. With such a record ofcarnaLCC and 
death, with such devotion to the old ilai^, with such 
faithful service for one countrx' and one fh\^^ the 
ret^iment could well afford to abandon the field 
and rest upon its laurels. But such was not its 
purpose, and such is not its record. About two- 
lumdred fresh men were trarsllrred to its ranks, 
and it remained in tlie field until the end of the 



war. The icraiul total of killed and wounded was 
six hundred and twenty-eij^ht: of killed and niortal- 
Iv wounded, onv hundred and ei^htv-three, and 
deaths from all causes, three hundred and nine. 
Amoncj the last in the tield, it was in time tf) do 
valiant ser\ ice and win imperishable renown. 
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CIIAPTKR XXIX. 

lU'ILDINc; MILLS. 

The carl\ settlers were eneoi.raLie;! b\ the lib- 
eral poliey of the State, in assistin<4 tlieni to secure 
homes. Not onl\- were the State lands sold to ac- 
tual settlers at iift\ ceiUs pei' acre, to he paid in 
niakinii* roads for their own henelit, but grants 
of land were made to aid in buildinu* mills lor 
the manulactr.re ol lumber from which to build 
them homes. The lirst j^rant ol' land in this town- 
ship was to Dudley V. Lea\ itt, a.r.d th.e first mill, 
aided b\ the i>rant, was commenced hv Pattce and 
b'risbee, who had bought out Mr. l.eaxitt. ^^r. 
b^'isbee soon sold out his iu.tei'cst to Albion P. 
Haywood, and the mill was completed and In.si- 
r.ess i\arried on I'oi* sexeral vears b\- Patt.-e iind 
IL'Uwood 

This mill, which sawed onl\- Ion!*- lumber, was 
soon sup]')lemcnted with a first-class mill for saw- 
ing clapboards, and was located on the preser.t site 
of Mr. \V. A. Haines' mills at the lower xillai^e, 
ami on the I'ltzhorhcrt brook. 
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In 1S44 another i;rant of or.c thousand acres 
was made to J. Winj^ate IIaines-,-upon the condi- 
tion of buildinii^ a sawmill on the Johnston brook, 
rear the Maple Cjro\e settlement. This mill was 
erected on the present site of t'.ie Bryant mill, east 
of' the Hon. James R. 'riurrloiiirh's farm. This was 
s:)on followed b\' a nidi at the mouth of the Lo\ e- 
Iv b^rook, for sawinij: short lumber, and in which 
Mr. E. P. Whitnev carried on an e\tensi\e busi- 
nes's, for those times. Tor se\ eral \ears. 

(.'. 11. Ellis built a shingle mill on the Johnston 
brook, about sixtN* rods below the Haines sawmill, 
aid ab:)'.it 0:1c mile bjlow, t!vj \Vhidde:i mill was 
br.ilt, and operated successi\ el\- b\- Osco A» Ellis 
a:ul fohn F. Ellis. 

Mr. William A. Sampson bought out the shini^le 
mill built b\- L\ II. Ellis, and chani>e:l it o\'er into 
a <;rist mill, and erecteJ another building for a 
carding* machine, and put in steam power. 

Deacon Hiram Stevens had sold his Maple Gro\ e 
i'lrm, and ccmn'ienced an(>ther back from the river 
and about two miles frr.m the villaw. FindintJ^ a 
large amor.nt ol" cedar timber on bis and adjoininjj^ 
land, l:e put in a steam mill and did a <;*ood busi- 
r.ess manul'acl-.rinu' shinjiles. Deacon Foster and 
Mr. Rar.dall bo.;ulU the old P»ittcj and Ila\ward 
mills and proceeded tj bi;ild a gristmill. Mr. Ran- 
dall soon died, ar.d his son, John H. Randall, took 
his i:itcresl i.i t'le mills. A Mr. Har::es w!io had 
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run the carding mill for W. A. Sampson, bought 
it and rcmcncd it to the site of the Whitnev mill, 
on the Lovelv brook. Deacon I'oster and his son, 
Lincoln Foster, proceeded to huild a mill on tiie 
dapii which had been put in to h.okl water for their 
mills at the \ illati'e, where the Monson mill now 
stands. Deacon Ste\ens sold oul his mill ]^roper- 
ty and bought the beautiful Hisho]^ Hats, upon the 
bank of the Aroostook ri\er, and proceeded lo 
build up his present extensive business at Stevens- 
N'ille. The Howe mills, on the nortli side of the 
river, were built, a dam was put in on the Johnston 
brook in tlie \ illaije and a mill erected; and a steam 
mill at the lower \illage for sawing staN es and 
headiniif, bv Mr. j. !>. Robbins. 

On the dam at t!ie Johnston brook there is now 
a larw starch factorw and the Mai^ill cardini^ ma- 
chine, and doors, stairs, and mouldini»* factorw in 
addition to a complete supph' ol* lumber for the 
home market, a lariiv amount of >.hort lumber has 
been annualK' shipped to the Ho^ton market. But- 
ter and cheese factories ha\ e been established in 
the town, but the large profits on the potato crop.s 
have been too attractive to alh^w an\ other farn:- 
inix industr\- a sure footing. 

b'or mar.y years the maiu:i'acti:ririg of sj^lit < r 
sha\ed shingles was an importarit ln:sir.ess, and but 
ibr the fort.in itc introduction of the potato industry, 
the li:mberinir bisir.css world star.d i.rst in oi:r 
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town. The ii^rowino- timber on tlie heiulwaters oi' 
the Fit/heibert brook will siipph' I()i;s for the 
Monson mill For a wneration, and the l;r\ant mill 
will not st.md to manufacture the lumber withiii 
its reach; tlie Haines mill obtains its supply most- 
ly from the headwaters of the Fit/lierbert brook, 
while tlie Stevens manufacturiniu: companx* and 
the Ilowe mill obtain their suj^plv oflumber from 
tlie waters of the Aroostook river and its tribu- 
taries. 

s'iwi:: II i\\e']'oi<ii:s. 

The m m wlio lirst in\ested his mone\ in a starch 
f.ictor\' in Fort Fairrield was indeed a public bene- 
factor. While it may be true tliat he only looked 
to his indi\ idual interest, and onlv thoui>*ht of mak- 
in<>' m )ney, hisajt has pr.)ve:l oi'almost inestimable 
benefit t.> t!ie town and coiintv. Without the in- 
troductioii (.1* tliis brancli of m mufajturini^, the 
farmers would not ha\e been warranted in en- 
j^a'^inij^ in extensive potato rnisinii^, and while the 
six potato factories in tliis town depend lai\uely up- 
<;n sm dl and dam i;e:l potatjjs, in other sectior.s 
of t'rj county, and farther iVom tlie railroads, the 
starch factories have to a lar<;*er extent entered in- 
t ) t!ij p:)t.ito raisinj^ industr\-. 

The one tajt tha*: through the starch factoiie:>, 
|"otatoc:i can always be sold above the cost of pro- 
duction, places the farnurii v/hjrj lijy can safely 
raiie l:il';'e cropi-, ar.il b" : o doins;- be in a i iLialica 
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to meet anv dcmiind that the market m:iy make up- 
on them. In fact, the starch industrv and raising: 
]H>tatoes for the market bv the Aroostook farmers, 
have come to be looked upon as one industry. The 
mills, whether to manufacture the timber into 
boards and shingles or the potatoes into starch, 
are the avenues through which raw material is 
converted into better conditi(;n to be ^!iipped to 
the markets of the world, and at the same time 
jj;ivc additional employment for labor in the home 
market, and bv so much increase the wealth and 
prosperity of the country. 



HISTORY OK FOUT FAlRFIIlJLD. 215 



CHAPTER XXX. 

SCHOOLS OF FORT FAIRFIFLD. 

In this far land, beneath the shadow of the north 
pole, where the soft zephyrs rustled the tiny needles 
of the stately pines and joined their rythmie strains 
with the solemn dirge of the fierce north wind, 
makinor weird music to charm the dusky savaire 
stealthily st.ilkino: tli'j an lerjd moo3e to his ever- 
gree 1 coverts, the voic2 of Minerva had not pen- 
etrated to open the minds of the dwellers to the 
beauties of their surroundings. 

Here, mid the primeval forests whose deep shade 
afforded shelter to the wilev iox and timid deer; 
where the beams of the rising sun kissed the flut- 
terins: leaves, the first settlers hewed their loof cab- 
ins and reared their families. No books srraced 
the rough walls, and none they knew, save the 
great book nature spread out before them, with 
leaves of varieg«ated hue in summer, and in winter 
bound with snowv cover and sealed with ribs of 
ice. 

No schools knew they except the schools of 
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trout and salmon whicli in ;;br.nclai:cc swarmed 
the slrcams wliosc sparklino* waters were eloseU' 
studied, as witliin their limpid depths and rushinu: 
easeades la\' th.eir ehoiciest lood; and thus, for 
years, these hardy pioneers lived, lo\ed, I'elled the 
lorest, tilled the soil a:.d edueated their ehildren in 
the traditior.s oi' the past as the\- ehislered arornd 
ih.e op.en fire on the lon<^' wiriter c*\enir.^s. 

'•F« r Icnniing ninl lor Ixiok^,'* lliry s.ii.l, 

*•'! Ih'V Ticvcr lia<l :i wi>li : 
Xn school to tluin was woilli :i l!*;, 

Kxccpt a s(.lio( 1 of lisli." 

l"or m.iin- \ears the jrjirseh' settled territory 
aloni>' the har.ks (S th.e Arcx.stc ( k ri\ er. r.(,w th.e 
''(iarden (J* Maine," had r.either schools nor sehool- 
h.oiises: hut as new settlers eame to assist in de\ el- 
( pini;: the rv*s.)::ives of the forest, making* homes 
lor tliemsehes, a desire to edu.eate their ehildren 
beeaiv.e the leadini** ore with n:ar.\- of them; arid 
efforts wer.* made to establisli a Sv^hool wliere the 
voi'.ths of t!:e settlement eo;:kl uain a rudimentary 
edueation. 

Until 1S4S, desr.ltory ;;ttempts were made to 
teach the ehildren: ikav a school woidd be held 
in some seven b\" nine shantw and then in more 
commodious (piarters. The lirst traditional effort 
to have a school occurred sometime in the earl\' 
forties, wh.en Mrs. r.o\ ejoy, who had accompanied 
her husband to this locality, tauii'ht the children ol' 
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a few settlers in one oi' these rixle enbins which at 
tlie time happened to be unoccupied. 

When the posse was quartered in the barracks, 
one oi' the numbers opened a school; and, while 
he practiced the manual of arms, taught the more 
ennoblinii: arts oF peace. 

In '4S or '49, a sniall schoolhoi.se was erected 
near the residence of Wini^ate Haircs, beinu: the 
lirst in the limits of the present town; and, soon, 
there followed the red schoolhor.se of local fame, 
the black schoolhouse at the Corner, one in the 
Bishop neiij^hborhood and or.e at the village, near 
tile present residence of Mr.. Webber, built by a 
stock company consisting' of C R. Paul, J. Sterl- 
ing;, (jcn. Trafton, S. \i. I^attee, Elbridsi,e W. 
AVaite. A. S. Richards, Wm. Johnston and 1. I^. 
Wino*. 

Here in this rude strujtin'o thj childrc:i rjj:ei\'cd 
t'l'jir instnictio.i i.i the ele:iientar\' w.)rk of educa- 
cation, un.lcr t'l? care of faitliFiil teachers: and 
from its walls wjnt fortli man\* students whose 
career enn(;bled the little, old structure as well as 
those who <>a\e of their substance that it mii^ht be 
a benetit to the risini>* i^feneration. 

But like man\- thinsfs that have outi^rown their 
usefulness, t!ie room that echoed to the merry 
N'oices of the children of lonir a<.>*o, and within 
which the earnest teacher strove to impress upon 
the minds of his scholars wise and serious truths. 
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the duty of obedience and a desire for knowledge, 
lonif since became the repository of vulj^ar handi- 
work, and now stands ajr()ss the raih'oad track 
converted into a tenement: •'Sic transit olorja 
mundi." 

At the orij^ani/ation oC the tv)wnsliip into the 
plantation called Letter I), the citi/ens chose Chas. 
K. Paul supervisor orsch()r)ls: and t!iis honoralile 
position he filled well and f.iitlifully ior three years, 
and as money was scarce and t!ie pople poor, he 
took for his valuable ser\ ices, one of the teachers. 
Miss Aijfnes (■. lohnston, who was one of the sue- 
cessful teachers in those da\s when schools were 
rare and wai>es low. 

About '5S the villaj^c* w.is divided into two dis- 
tricts: and the citizens of the upper district, in 
conjunction with Is.iaj Il.icker, erected a two 
story buildino*, the upper flat beiniu: owned and used 
by Mr. II:ickcr as a p.iblic ii.ilK wliile the lower 
room was litted up lor school purposes. 

l^'or several \ears the \ illa<»v schools were tauiifht 
in these two buildinii:s, the scholars, meanwhile, 
becomino- more numerous as new additions to the 
place were made by people iVom the western part 
of the state, who became settlers of the tow.i. 

Soon after the close oi'the war, the two districts 
in the \illaii:e were united: the upper district con- 
veyed their sjh():)l propjriN' t> tlic t:)W.i, and the 
lower district sold the old school house to Mr. 
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Is:i:ij Iliukcr, wlu liiiJ it m n c} to t'u fojt of 
Fort Hill. While movinj^ the buildinj^, the plaster- 
ing was shaken Irom the eeiling, and other daniaj^e 
done that demanded speedy repair, and Mr. Ilaeker 
en2:a<j:ed the services of C. R. Paul, a nursfcr juason^ 
to repair the broken ceiling; Mr. Hacker going up 
through the scuttle hole to arrrange some things 
in the attic. 

Charles labored industriously to cover the frac- 
turc with laths and mortar: and with wearv limbs 
and perspiring brow, sat down to rest after com- 
pleting the job. But soon the n oice oi'Mr. Hacker 
was heard in the attic callinii:, "Paul, Paul, wh\- 
persecutesl thou mj? Ljt mj out, let mj down!" 

Sure enough, Charles had plastered up the scut- 
tle hole in the ceilin<»- wliere Mr. Hacker had t^one 
uptlirough; and to his disni.iy, all the hard work 
had to be done (;ver again, in order to let tlie pris- 
or.er escape. 

Amonii^the earh t^Mchers whose names will be 
rjmjmb'jred bv thj older residents, are found: 
Stacy Fowler, Wm. Traftou, Mr. Thompson, Chas. 
Herrin, Mr. Carr, M!si Lizdj Bean, Miss Hav- 
wood. Miss Stiickpole, Miss M. L. Libby and Miss 
A C. Johnston. 

The unity oftlie districts in one, ga\ e the people 
ample means to have more commodious quarters 
than heretofore; and the district purchased a lot 
pear the residence of Wm. Small; and in eon- 
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junction with Ivistcrn r^-:)nticr Lod^v, Xo. IIJ, I". 
cS: A. M., crcctL'J a lari'c hiiildi.iii' lor thattinu*; 
the Masons occiipN ini^ the third lloor for lod^i^c pnr- 
poscs, and th-j otlier t\\\) hjin^' usjd lor sj!k)o1s. 

Ilcrc was held for sc\eral Nc.irs a t.iition hiirh 
school; the people Feelinn- t!i;it a hii^Iier jj^rade 
would enable them to achie\e fir better i\'>:ilts 
than the orchnarx common scliools, as b\ the law-; 
of the Slate, cert.iin studie > conld n:)t bj tr.ii^ht, 
which were of importance t ) th:);j wlio desired to 
become teachers. The tuition IiIjm schools were 
taught by J'\ \\\ Smitli, Miss V, 11. llinckly. Miss 
K. F. Ilincklv, Miss A. K. Sm:dl, Miss M. C. Call 
and Miss II. C Rini»'. 

WHiile tile \ illaue and tWx) or three ontlvinLi' dis- 
tricts were TairK' well supplied with school houses, 
a laroe number oftlie districts h.i.l n.):\c at all, or 
ifar^', s() yocA' i:n r.pcdooy i'c.r a Ik. use th.:,it s:hools 
C(yuld be kept in them only in the sumnvjr. In 
1S70, e\en, althoui^Ii tlie t:)wn cont lined eiL^ht hun- 
dred and eiii'lit scholars, and n;]m!)ere.l t\vjnt\- dis- 
tricts, it is not s.irprisin;^*, i:nder t!ic old district 
SNstem, to read the following- in the school report: 

"In the niiitter ol' school houses, it seems to i:s 
t!iat the time has come for the town t > t ikc a:tio 1 
accordinu' tj tlie l.iw passed b\ the leuislature 
of 185;, t:) raise money and assess taxes on se\er- 
al of the distrijti in town, for tlie i)urpx>e of build- 
ing schoolhov.ses. There arc n )w t.vc it/ dist:i:l:j 
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in town, and onlN* scn on houses in which a winter 
school can be hiclcl; and .some of these are mere 
shells, and verN* uncomfortable." 

The report of 1S72 reads: "'Some districts are 
un ible to b.iild sjhjjlh:)usj'>: and the town, know- 
in:^' tlieir imibility, will not compel them to do so, 
while others, m )vc able, are doublv unwillinij, and 
voters shrink from an' cjm'")'.ilsjrv' ajt which 

ft 4 * 

sjjms like partial s'.iffra;^e. How can wj rem- 
eJ\- tile e\ il r S jmj are c^ntident that wod school- 
houses would bj sejureJ b\' ab jlishini^ the 'dis- 
trict SNstem,' but wlio will abolish it? The no- 
ters in eucli towa hive thj pjwer, but in our 
rural towns ha\ e not the inclination. I do not 
think that ii\ e intelligent men, alter a careful ex- 
amination, could be ibund who would abolish 
the district s\stem.'' 

Shailc of ik'parleil grcalii05i.>>. 
Now liath llic iniujiitv fallen I 

During the se\ eral previous years, the schools 
o.r the town were under the instruction ol* Misses 
S.J. W'aite, Mary Cummings, M. A. Ketohum, L. 
E. Sterling", A. S. vSmall, O. A. Currier, M. E. 
Il\de, L; A. Putnam, I. I), llairtes and several 
others of whom the super\ isors were pleased to say 
tliat they labored earnestl}' and well for the pupils 
under their care, handicapixnl a*^ they were by a 
lack ol'proper apparatus. 

The :>e\eral terms of tui.tion high school had 
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uixcii the pc:>j)lc a chaiuc to I'jini of tlicir xaliic; 
and the State ha\ inj^ passed a law, appropriatinii^ 
funds t.) towns that would raise nior.ey lor the sup- 
port ol I'rej hiiih sjhools, tliis town was not far 
behind in a\ailinii- itsjii' of thj a.lwml i'»*e wliich 
this fund afforded, and in the sjhool report (.1' 
1S73, the superx isor appeals to the xoters ol' the 
town to awiil theniiohes oft'nis benitijjU boon in 
the f()llowin<>f: 

"For several \'ears oi:r hiu'h sehool has been de- 
pendent on tv.ition for svpport; but, through the 
liberality of the legislature, we n\.xv now make its 
blessings free to all our Nouith. liv raisir.i^; this 
fund we rejeix e as inncli fr»)m the St.itj tv) defrav 
the expense of ir.straetion, and make it a //vc i.s 
well as a ///i,'7/ sehool. Let us b\' ou.r \c)les open 
tlie a\e:u:e.. to seienee so tluit o::r xoutli ma\eon:e 
without money and without priee tj sliare its bleo' 
sinus/' 

At t!ij annual tnwn meeting of 1873, tlie tjwn 
\ (ited t ) raise $250 for tlie suppurl of a free high 
sj'nool. The tuition sehool beeame a thing of the 
past, \et its ^ood work lived and shone forth in the 
Cinergy of tliose teaehers wlio had tliere re^eix ed 
their instruction; and the memor\' of these faith- 
Tul instruetors wh.) labored for their pupils will 
remain a golden halo in the breasts of their sehol- 
ars till tin:e draws their mantle about them and 
thev lie CiAvn to pleasant dreams, 
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The first term of frcj hi<j:li school was under tlic 
instr:ictio:i of Miss Ilattic C Riiiii: of Lubcc, with 
Nicholas FcssjndcMi, now st^crctarv (^f State, :;s :is- 
sistant, who was also supervisor, and in his report 
says oT the school: ''The principal was earnest in 
her efforts, and sustained her iiiuh rep'j.tati:)n a; 
an ellicient and thorouij^h instructor/' 

'I'he fall term was under the mana<j:cment of 
Nicholas l^\'ssenden, principal, and Miss Mary IC. 
Ilvde assistant, and Mr. I'^essenden modestlv adds, 
"X'erv much of the s::ccess and merit oi the 
school, il* it had an\', was due to the faithiul and 
competent labors of Miss Ilvde, who brouiifht to 
her work aj.^aratj and adwrivX^d knowledi^fc, com- 
bincd witli read\' tact to teach and lo\e i'cv the 
labor/' 

Miss Hyde was also principal of a branch of 
the hiiifh school, t lai^ht at Maple (jrove, which ful- 
ly sustaine:! tlie reputation of the teacher lor skill 
a!id accr.racw 

A new corps of teachers now wielded the "j^ad," 
amonii: which were, — Misses Lizzie K. "frailon, M. 
E. Kniii^ht, Carrie Richards, Marv Ilalev, L. |. Cr.r- 
rier, Alice J. Small, Mr. \\ 1>. Wilson and II. C 
Towiisend. 

The niii^htmire of educational proijress huno; 
heavily upon the minds of the people, and yet val- 
iant efforts were made bv the faithful friends to 
dispel the darlc clo::d tl^.at for years had him*:: black 
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and lo\vcrin<^ above tlic educational hori/:)n in the 
liatefid Ljuise of the ''district swstein/' As late as 
iSj:;, the baleful effects of this octopus is por- 
trayed in the report ol 'the super\isor: and all the 
Iriends of the old district sxstem sliould read the 
same. 

"Fourteen hundred dollars due Ironi the town to 
schools unexpended: and onl\' six decent school- 
houses in town. 

''No maps, no globes, dictionaries, charts or 
blackboards ol' aiiv importance in an\' district in 
the town.'" 

And in the matter of teachers and agents the 
report reads: "It seems to me the superxisor 

should ha\ e the whole control of hirini>- teachers, 

I* 

instead of dividing that responsibility with twenty- 
two aliments who stand upon middle ground between 
the superxisor and the teachers. In man\- cases 
the actions of the ai^vnt sa\' to the super\ isor, "You 
would not certificate the teacher I hired and I will 
not hire the teacher vou certificate." 

In the matter ol* schoolhouses the report truth- 
fullv says: "The other sixteen buildings are cold, 
cheerless />e//s, unfit for a human beini>- to tenant. 
Poor seats, and often none, unless a plank, poor 
floors, in fact, p:)or in e\ ery respect, and the only 
cause oi wonderment is, that teachers can teach, 
and scholars can study as well as the\ do,. in them. 
WluM'c doc^s the responsibility lie? Let the town 
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abolisli tlic district s\ :>tcni, take possession of tlie 
school property, liave at its disposal, in addition to 
tirj sum now raised, prejisely the anr);int the dis- 
tricts expend for new schoolhouses and repairs, 
and in a coniparativeh' short time all the school- 
houses can be made <>ood, or new ones built wher- 
ever needed: and, uradiialK-, maps, ulobes. black- 
boards, dictionaries and such necessary appliances 
will make their appearance.' 

After readinif the aboxe it is relreshin»>- to the 
i'aithful, earnest friends of education to look over 
the town in this vear, iSc)_|,and behold what havoc 
the hand of time has made with the district svstem 
and what beai.tiful results ha\e followed its aboli- 
tion. 

The schools of the \illai>e are reall\- examples 
of the progress made throuuhout the town; and 
hence these schools will lorm the nucleus ol' the 
present historw 

The fall term of free hii»'h school was under the 
manaii^ement ol' Charles I'\ Ilawes, a graduate of 
Bowdoin, assisted by Frank P. Orcutt: the spring- 
term bv E. 1. Pratt with R. B. Burns as assistant. 
A mono- the teachers of the town ma\- be found 
Misses Carrie Richards, Nellie E. Thurlouf^h, Em- 
ma Slocomb, Mattie j. Findlen, Lillie Hopkins, 
Rose Thurl()Ui»:h, Sadie T. Iloyt, Rose Ilalev, Kate 
Ilalev, Tressa Findlen, Frankie Farrel and Flor- 
ence E. Rollins. 
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The report of 1877 shows that the earnest work 
of the eiliieators h:id pr.).liice:l l^oocI results, and 
an entering; wedi^e had been phieed, wliieli, if prop- 
erly propelled, would he ol Listing benelit to the 
schools. The report states: *'B\' \(>te ol' the town 
the hirini^ of teachers was transferred to the su- 
pervisor." .\nd in rei>ard to scho;)lli()uses, — '*\Ve 
have onl\- fi\e schoolhouses s.iilU^lc for wi;Ujr 
schools. In eiLi'ht there ha\ e been no winter 
scho )ls o;i acjounl of t'uir unli'-.u^^: I'ais slate of 
thin^ii^s ouii^ht not to be but who is able t ) point out 
a reniedvr' 

The abo\e statement sounds stranue to the stu- 
dent of t()-da\' when he recalls that, in 187;;, the 
\aluation olthe town was one half a million dollars, 
a population of about two thor.san<l 1i\e hundred, 
some one thousand scholars, and a school fund oi' 
$4,125, and as late as the annual meetini»- in March, 
1877, Si-45*^ ol ^'h* school l\md remained unex- 
pended, ior lack of proper school facilities. 

In 1876, the free hi<>"h school was taui^ht by K. 

1. Pratt, Miss L. A. Putnam assistinir; and in the 

spriuLC by Miss M. C. Hunter, assisted by 1". P. 

Orcutt. These schools were well attended, and 
Ufood results followed. The teachers were com- 
petent, experienced and ambitious. 

In 1877, one new sehoolhouse was built in the 
Powers district, and the super\ isor hails with joy 
this awakeninir of the people to their wants in his 
report. 
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''Witli (MIC hr.iclablc exception, tlic sclioolhouscs 
:uv in tlic sanu condition a; at the close of last 
>ear. District No. (), has witiiin tlie \ear. com- 
I'leted an clei^^ant sclioolliouse, whicli stands as a 
nionnnientt ) tne Iiberalit\- and educational standin**- 
of the district, which has so hea\ ih* taxed itself for 
this much needed institution, and as a reproach to 
other districts. e(iuall\* able to do in proportion to 
their valuation, what this district has so nobh* 
done. It may well be hoped that the erection of 
this new schoolhousc, now the best in town, mav 
excite an honorable spirit (jf emulation in other 
districts, for without comfortable houses, ifood and 
proritable schools are an impossibility." 

The citi/cns of this district were, indeed, |)roud 
oT their efforts: and when tlu' buildinix was com- 
|)leted, arran«ied to h:\\c it ap])roj)riat jly dedicated 
to the cai:se of education: ar.d the committee of 
arranucments invited X. II. Martin, jirincipal of 
the hi^i^h scluxJ, to deliver the dedication speech, 
which he did from the text, ''And it was in the 
heart of David to build an hov.se to the Most lliirh 
Ciod." 
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CIIAP'I'KR XXXI. 

s;ii()()i.s o:' FoiM" i aikfij:ij) — ^oni'im md. 

'I he Vice Ilii^li School in the I'.ill oT 1S77 was 
inulcr the iiisti'iictio:! of X. II. >^iilin, !>. S., as 
principal, assisted hv R. 1). r)i!rns, 15. C L., both 
.'graduates (1 llic Maine Slate L'olleue of Aijrici]!- 
tnre aiul Mech.ar.ic Ai'ts. 

Of this scliool tile siij)er\ isor, X. I'\*ssenden, sa\ s 
in his rep(;rt: ''One ol the h.est, if not the best, free 
hii»"h school which we ha\ e e\ er had, in all re- 
s'pects JLislif\ inij: the reputation of the teachers and 
the wisdom ol' t!ie expenditure of tlie t')wn nionex* 
for iree h.i^di scb.ocds." 

The Ie:'islat/re ol iSSo, osten.sihh" t_) curtail 
State exiK-nse <, s/.spended the a.'l donating lunds 
lor t!ic Ire J hi^h s/Iiools: and the sapjr\isor, Mr. 
Martin, ha > this t(^ sa\' of the action: 

"In suspendinu' the act relatinii: to iVee hi^h 
schools, th.e k\i4islature has dor.e a <;ro^s injustice 
t ) onr country teachers, wh(yse limited mea.r.s will 
not enable t'v/nn l; p) away from home to prepare 
themsehes to teach." 
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Tliis year the supers isor ad(;ptcd the swstein of 
piiblie examination of teaehers: anino\.Uion in the 
time honored eustom of teaehers eniiairinL*" schools 
and then i^etlinij^ pri\ate ex.iminations; and one ot" 
the teachers who failed to pass satisfactorily, ex- 
pressed thj sjntinunL. of thj te.icliers as well as 
of the friends ol'the district s\steni. "Win*." said 
she, ''we ne\er hue thouiifht abjat Lrettini*: a cer- 
tiricate; all we eared was to <ret hired lor a school 
and thj siipjrx isrr)r did n')t dire re^'usj ns a certiti- 
eate." Red nice idc.i, wis it not? and one tend- 
in'j^ to increase the interest and intellii^ence ol' the 
teachinLT force. 

This svsteni oF i").d)!ic ex.iminitions had conu 
to stay, howe\er; and, although the super\'isor 
who inauiifarated the sanu" was condemned on 
all sides. 1)\' frie i Is a-; well as enemies, vet the 
good results thai folhnved its adoption is ample 
satisfaction to him, as it has been the means of 
having better teachers, and consequently, better 
schools. 

The teajhinii: force of these vears was Misses 
l^^stellcG Ketchum, Eva Johnston, Frankie r'arrell, 
Sadie T. lioyt, I.illie Hopkins, Emma blocomb, 
R')se Ilalev, Kate llalev, Marv Belvea, etc. 

At t!ie annual meeting of iSSr, Rev. Hudson 
Sawyer, rector of St. PauTs Episcopal (.'hurch, was 
elected supervisor: and being in accord with the 
l^rincipal <»i' the high sjhool, Mr, "Martin, various 
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methods were adopted to aid the teachers in their 
work. Amoiiii: the different thiiws inaugurated 
were the teachers' meetings, to which all the teach- 
ers in town were invited, and given an opportunity 
to state their phuis and methods, as well as to 
listen to the experience of others. 

These meetings were a veritable normal school 
department, and nearly every one entered into the 
work with zeal, realizing that lasting benefit would 
result from a continuance of the communication of 
ideas. 

The followini^ year. Rev. Mr. ISawxer recom- 
mended in his annual report: ''First e\ery district 
should be supplied with wall maps. Second, dis- 
solve the system and adopt the town plan. Third, 
vote nivinev for your iVee hitrh sell )ol.'' 

The legislature of iS8i had renewed the act re- 
lating to the maintainance of free higli schools, 
and the town willin<i^lv and ea<>erl\' voted a s.mi of 
money for its support. The darkness that had 
hung over the educational work of the zealous 
teachers and parents for many years had became 
imbearable; and by the united efforts of these 
workers, a ray of light shone across the horizon, 
which, at the annual meeting in 18S2, burst forth 
in an effulgent flame wliose glare almost dazzled 
the eves of those honored and devoted seekers for 
better school accommodations, as tb.c town \ (;ted 
to abolish that relic of bv-ij^one da\s, the ''district 
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system," and to adopt the ''town plan/' which ev- 
ery true iriend of education felt and knew would 
carry blessintcs untold to the risinj^ generation; and 
the results predicted have been more than verified 
duriuLT tlie few years that have passed since the 
change. 

"1\)() much praise cannot be given Rev. Hudson 
Sawver for liis untirin^i: efforts for the abolition of 
the district svstem, and his business-like methods 
in conductiuiT the schools of the town. To his sa- 
gacity and zeal are di:e, in a great measure, the 
rapid de\elopment of school property; and the 
pupils ol to-day have them to thank that they are 
housed in comfortable rooms with apparatus 
worthv of the name; and when after three vcars 
of patient toil. Rev. Mr. Sawyer severed his con- 
nection with the schools, the town lost a warm 
advocate of progressive education, as well as a 
worthv citizen. 

During? the manauement of affairs under the su- 
pervision of Rev. Mr. Sawyer and the following 
school officials, — 1". P. Grant, II. O. Perrv, II. C 
Townsend and A. D. Sawyer, — the school proper- 
ty had assumed such gigantic proportions that the 
report of 1889 reads like a chapter from Arabian 
Ni<i:hts, and trulv the wand of the maij^ician had 
waved over the town. 

''We have now twentv-six schoolhouses, six 
more than Presque Isle and five more than Cari- 
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bou." Nearly every one is supplied with wall 
maps, charts, blackboards, dictionaries, books of 
reference, improved seats and desks and commod- 
ious out-buildinii^s. The \alue of school property 
is estimated to be $1,200, number of scholars one 
thousand one hundred and se\ent\', and a school 
fund of $5,229, — a showinu^ in which any town 
may well i'eel just pride, and which places this 
town amono* the foremost in the State. 

From 1H77 to 18S7, the free hi^h school was un- 
der the instruction ofX. II. Martin, I>. S., with R. 
]5. liurns, 15. L\ E., Miss K. (i. Ketchum, IMiss 
Alice Knowland, Miss Isa 1']. IIarve\' and Miss 
Mvrtle I^. Ketchum as assistants. 

These schools were well attended, and man\' 
teachers liere received th.eir education; aiul the 
hi<i;h standini{(,f the sch(U)l and qualilx* of iiistruc- 
tion is too well kiiown to m.ike but a passing- com- 
ment from the report of 1SS7. *'()!* the c|uality of 
instruction, it is needless to speak. Mr. Martin's 
superior abilit\' in classitication, enables him to ac- 
complish commendable results." And the assist- 
ants were no less worthv (A praise, not onh* ior 

their untiriiii** efforts lor the welfare of the school, 
but also for their erudition and methods of im- 
parting" the principles of knowledj^e to those under 
their care. 

In r\'bruarv, iSSn, the schoolhouse was burned, 
and b\' the courtse\' of Mr. Hacker, the school was 
held in Memorial Hall. 
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L'.itcr ill th'j sj.i-;:):! tli:* town hall was fitted up, 
and in conjunction with the hall above, was used 
for school purposes, where the scholars alternate- 
Iv froze and thawed durinu- the lonijf wearv win- 
ters. 

At the annual nieetinLC in iSSj, the town voted 
to establish a \\vA\ school with a course of stud\', 
and also voted to build a new house to a.^^oniuio- 
date the needs of the increasing: number of scholars. 

The sjhoolhousc was completed in season to 
have the fall term tauirht tiierein, and the same 
was conducted b\' Chas. A. \Vaslibarn, with Miss 
Mvrtle L. Ketehum assistant. 

The school buildini»\ both in desiiiii of architec- 
ture and workmanshij^ reilect very litMe credit to 
either the town or parties interested in its erection, 
and shows plainl\- that it is the dut\- of the town, 
when larii^e sums of mone\' are to be expended, to 
see that men are chosen to superintend the ex- 
penditures that ha\e some knowledi^e of the busi- 
ness. 

I'he teachers at this period comprised Misses 
Alice Whitney, Isa K. Ilarxe}*, M\rtle L. Ketehum, 
Alice Haley, jane Haley, Annie |. Bishop, Flora 
Rackliff, Mr.^H. W. Trafton, C. C. Harvev, M. 
X. Drew, etc. 

After the expirati(;n of the sprini>' term of iSSS, 
Mr. Wm. L. Powers was enLraued as principal of 
the high school, with Miss Kate Winslow as assist- 
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ant; and in 1891 the first class o-radiiatcd, consist- 
\n}X ^>i tiic ibllowini:^: Misses Lulu M. Cojidon, 
Mattie E. Hopkins, Cordie M. Kin<^, Mr. I). Mc- 
Pherson llarve\', Terre II. I^ibhv and Sterliniif Fes- 
senden. Of the undergraduates there were eii>htv- 
nine in attendance, willi ten pupils in the first class. 

Dr. A. 1). Sa\v\er had charge of the schools of 
the town as supervisor, ami marked progress was 
made in all departments olschool work throuii^hout 
the town. 'IMie hii^h school, under the mana<j:e- 
ment of Mr. Powers, a teacher of exceptional qual- 
ification, with a corps of able assistants, made even 
better prooress than the most sanguine had ex- 
pected, and placed the school amonsi: the foremost 
of its kind in the State. 

The town xoted in iSc)i to purchase text books 
for the use of scholars, which added lariielv to the 
i>rand results achie\'ed In* the teachers and supcr- 
\'isors. 

At the i')resent writing*, II. V. Kallock has chari^e 
of the hi<>*h school, with Misses M. E. Merrill and 
Flora Rackliff as assistants; and under his able 
manai>'ement the school is still held up to the stan- 
dard of excellence that it has maintained for the 
past vears, and the teachers full\' sustain the envi- 
able record of their predecessors, under the care 
of II. W. Trallon, the present supervisor. 

To sum up: from a i'eeble beginning, with few 
scholars, scant means and more iirnorance, the 
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schools of the town have riscMi from the loij^ cabin 
to the pretentions edilice whicli adorns the pai^e ol' 
tliis book. 

All praise to those who were zealous in the work 
and instrumental in brins^inj^ about the j^rand and 
lasting results rcjorded in this history of the 
schools oiFort Fairfield. 
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I'OR r FAIRl'IICiJ) C()N(;RK(i.\'ll()\.\L Clll RCII. 

OwiniH- to tlic paiK*it\- of tho iwiords, it is not 
n()ssil)lc to i'ix c a lull aiul i.*oiiiH'ctj 1 histor\- of this 
chinvli. 

CoNcrini;- as ii cloi's a pt'i'io:! of half a ccntur\', 
and thii.s re i;*hi:iLi- far ba^-k lo the \ l'1'\- beuiniiiniifs of 
ori»'a!ii'/AHl L'iii'isiian work in Xorthern Aroostook, 
its fonnclers and prom )tv-i*s slriiLi^lin^' amidst the 
ad\ei\so cireum ^lanees which :v:c the certain con- 
comitants ol'i^ioneer liie. chd not I'uIU' estimate the 
\alue to sncceedinL>- i»enerati(;ns of a full and con- 
nected re/ord. The J*ollo\vini>\ while b\' no means 
a full, is belie\ed t > be a correct hislor\, thouj^'h 
certain dates are ratliei" indetlnite. 

Tiiis chnrc'n was oru'anized in what was then 
Letter D, now Fort Fairfield, in the loi>- house of 
Edward vS. I'\jwler, on the 8t!i day of ()jt:;ber, 
1 84.1. 

The oriii'inal membeis were the, \"i/: Edward wS. 
l^'owler. Ml'-/ l'\nvler, lliram Ste\ens, Caleb II. 
Ellis anil Susan Ellis. 
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It is somewhat remarkable that after the lapse 
of half a centurv, two of these five original mem- 
bers, — Deaeon Hiram Stevens of this tcnvn and 
Caleb II. Ellis, the author ol* this book, — are still 
living, although the latter, many years ago, severed 
his connection with this church, and united with 
the Methodists. 

The organizing council was composed of Rev. 
Wm. T. Savage and Mr. Nathanael G. Treat of 
Houlton, Rev. Francis P. Smith of Monticello and 
Rev. Josiah G. Merrill, missionary on the field, also 
Rev. John Eaton, agent of the American 'I'ract So- 
ciety. Rev. J. Cj. Merrill was chosen moderator, 
and Rev. Wm. T. Savage scribe of the council. 
The following is the order of services as trans- 
cribed from the records: 

''Reading of hymn, prayer and reading of Scrip- 
tures b\' Rev. F. P. Smith; callini!* the names, and 
baptism of Susan Ellis, reading of the Articles of 
Faith and Covenant, and receiving the assent of 
the proposed members, by Rev. Wm. T. Savage; 
prayer consecrating the church and setting apart 
lulward S. Fowler to the office of deacon, accord- 
ing to previous election, by Rev. J. G. Merrill; fel- 
lowship of the church by Rev. John Eaton; com- 
numion service by Rev. Messrs. Sa\aii:e and Mer- 
rill; benediction by Rev. J. G. Merrill," 

It is exceedingly interesting to read the doings 
of that little company of disciples, as there, in the 
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kitchen of that rnde domiclc, in the midst of the 
^*forest primeval," they reverently an.l s:)lem:ily 
laid the foundation of this church and consecrated 
it to Almight}* God. I cannot forbear insertinji^ 
here the following extract from the sermon of Rev. 
Stacy Fowler, preached at the dedication of the 
first house of worship at Fort Fairfield village in 
1874. Rev. Stacy Fowler was the son of Deacon 
Edward S. Fowler, in whose house thirtv vears 
before the church had been orranized, and was at 
the time a young lad. 

After referring to the ''change and progress of 
thirty years,'' as also to the fact that ''otlier hands 
hold the plough and other brains throb with the 
living issues of the times,'' — the preaclier said: 

^'But there are other and more cherished mem- 
ories. The organization of this church in the cab- 
in of my early home at Maple (jrove, thirty years 
ago the 8th of next October, is one of tlie sweetest 
and most inspiring memories of my life. 

^'As if in benediction, the magnificant birch- 
es and maples of that primitive ibrest stretched 
their autumn crowned arms over the cabin and 
over the council. As if acting the part of a church 
spire, an evergreen spruce lifted its emerald tip a 
hundred and twenty feet into the skv. 

^'In the night the council beheld the stars shin- 
ing through the roof of the rude domicle. May 
we not believe that those stars symbolized the eves 
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of God who looked down approvingly upon their 
doinufs? Ay, were they not prophetic, too, of that 
bcnii::n Providence wh^ .las been the guiding star — 
the pillar oi' cloud and of fire — to this handful ol 
disciples in all their vears of feebleness and toil? 
Only five believers gathered through the assiduity 
of Father Merrill, whom Dr. Gillett, then secreta- 
rv oi' the Maine Missionary Societv, sent hither to 
find any scattered sl:eep of our Israel in this wil- 
derness — onlv five, three males and two females, 
then were the germinated life of this church. Fa- 
ther Merrill has just gone in a ripe old age to his 
reward. But the church which he was instrumen- 
tal in planting still lives, and will continue to live 
to bless the communitv. 

''Verily (9od has blessed you. His banner over 
you has been, and is, love. He who began to plant 
vou has made vou i'ull of OTowin^:." 

It is impossible for us to realize the difficulties 
and hardships which those early missionaries had 
to encounter, as following the courses of the 
streams or the '\spotted lines'' through the unbrok- 
en forests, they went from place to place in their 
eagerness to break the ^*bread oi life'' to the fam- 
ishing people. Truly they '"rest from their labors, 
and their works do follow them.'' 

Founded in weakness, holding their meetings 
from house to house, without regular or stated 
preaching, depending upon an occasional visit fr:;'i 
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Father Merrill or some other missionary laboring in 
this wild, uncultivated field, — it is little wonder that 
their growth should have been slow^, and that at 
the close of the first quarter of a century of its ex- 
istence the little church numbered scarcely a score 
of members. 

But bri<rhter davs and better thin^ifs were in store 
for them. With the clearint2r awav of the forest 
and the settlement of the neiu^hborhood, came other 
Christians, both oi' their own and other denomina- 
tions, among whom there seems to have been the 
most friendly spirit. 

After worshipping in schoolhouscs for some 
years, feeling that other and better accommodations 
were needed, and that the time had come for 
buildino' a ^'meetin^jf house,'' in about i8s6, in con- 
nection with the Methodists, the Free Baptists and 
the Baptists, the first house of worship, known as 
the "'Union House," was built. 

Here they continued to worship, occupying the 
house their proportional part of the time, for a 
period of ten or twelve years, at the end of which 

time the place of worship was transferred to the 
village. 

In the year 1852, the Maine Missionary Society 
sent Rev. E. Knight, who continued to be their 
^'acting pastor' for about fifteen years, after which 
the church was supplied with preaching by Rev. 
Mr. Austin, acting pastor of the church at Presque 
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Isle, and others, until the coming of Rev. W. T. 
Sleeper, in 1872, who remained about three years. 

It was during his pastorate that the first house 
of worship at the village was built, having been 
dedicated on the 24th day of May, 1874. 

This building was erected at the cost of about 
$3000, including the lot and furniture. The dedi- 
cation sermon was preached by Rev. Stacy Fowler, 
(reference to which has already been made) and 
the dedicatory prayer was made by the pastor. Rev. 
W. T. Sleeper. At this time the number of com- 
municants had increased to about fortv. 

The next acting pastor was Rev. Mr. Wheel- 
wright, who remained about two years, and was 
succeeded In* Rev. Ebenezcr Bean, who was acting 
pastor from January, 1876 to January, 1877. He 
was followed by Rev. Charles Sinnett, who re- 
mained for about three years, and in turn was sue- 
ceeded by Rev. E. P. Eastman in 1882. In 1886, 
Rev. D. Osgood became acting pastor, remaining 
until September, 1888. In November, 1888, the 
church engaged Mr. G. B. Hescock of Monson, 
Maine, to supply their pulpit for an indefinite time, 
with the view'of his becoming their pastor, should 
the relations thus formed prove to be mutually 
satisfactory. Such being the case, he was ordained 
to the gospel ministry, and installed pastor of the 
church on the 28th day of March, 1889, and is the 
present pastor. 
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The membership had then increased to a little 
more than fifty. The whole number of names en- 
rolled sinee the or<i:ani/ati()n of the church is one 
hundred and sixty-eiii^ht, and the present member- 
ship is one hundred and twelve. 

In 1891, the church becomintx aware that they 
must either enlarge their h(juse of worship or build 
a new one, for manv trood reasons decided to do 
the latter. .Vccordini^Iv, the old buildiuLr and lot 
was sold, a new site chosen, and the present house 
of worship erected and dedicated on the 6th day of 
October, 1892. 

The dedication sermon was preached In* Rev. C. 
G. McCullv of Calais, Maine, and the dedicatory 
prayer was made by the pastor. 

The building was erected at a cost of about 
$7,000. 

The lot, furnaces, electric lighting, organ, pulpit 
suite, carpets, pew cushions, vestry settees, ctc.^ 
cost about $2,000 making the entire cost not far 
trom $9,000. The building is modern in its ap- 
pointments, very convenient in use, and is regard- 
ed b}' all as among the neatest and tastiest of coun- 
try churches. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

CHURCHES. 
THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

The soldiers had barely taken possession of the 
disputed territory, before the itinerant minister was 
upon the ij^roiind. The Rew John G. Pingrce of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, came by the way 
of the upper Aroostook road, in the summer of 
1839, and his mission or circuit, extended from 
Mis.u\lis t'j t\\2 br.i:i.liry line. Upj:i his arrival 
at the Fort he was kindly received by the officers, 
and liberally paid. A home was provided lor him 
at Mr. Nathan Johnston's. Mrs. Johnston was a 
devout Methodist, holding her membership in 
Frederickton, N. B. He continued to visit the 
Fort and preach to the people through the year. 

The Ibllowini:: letter received bv Dr. Barker, 
the present pastor of the church, will give an idea 
of the lifelong interest ofa faithful ""circuit preach- 
er'' in the field he has occupied; containing as it 
does, incidents of interest from life in those early 
davs: 
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"Dundee, III, July 24, 1893. 
''Dear Brother: — 

It is true that I am not acquainted with you per- 
sonally, but I ahnost chiim acquaintance from the 
fact that I am a Methodist preacher, though a su- 
perannuate of the Wisconsin conference, and that 
you now occupy the same tield that ] broke up in 
1839-40. For some incidents and illustrations of 
my work see ''Miiine Methodism, "(East Maine) pp. 
68-99. I ^^'^'' ^*\V some things additional, and hope 
to receive a letter from 30U giving a description 
of how things are now. I suppose that I am the 
only living minister that occupied that mission 
ground in those earl}' times. 

''I presume that few are now living at the Fort 
who knew wvz over fifty years a<2:o. Should 
there be any, I would be glad to have a letter from 
them. 

''In August, 1839, I made my way by water from 
No. 10 (Masardis) to the Fort, called on the cap- 
tain, introduced myself as a Methodist mis- 
sionary, and was kindly received and invited to 
preach in the Fort the following Sabbath; and 
knowing the condition of the settlement, he wisely 
selected mc a boarding place during my short stay 
in the place. I preached to the soldiers, and at the 
•:lose of the meeting, the captain invited me to stop 
and preach another Sabbath, which I did, and early 
Monday morning the quarter marster came to my 
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l()cl<i^ii\u:s and presented nie with sioas a present 
from the offieers and soldiers. 

I was \ er\- i^lad of this board arranuenient, as 
there were few families where it would be eon- 
\enient for nie to lodije. and then it Lfave nie a 
ilfi)od opportunitN to \isit all the families in the 
place, and to asjerlain the true condition of the 
people. I stayed at Mr. and Mrs. Natlian John- 
ston's, residiniif about half a mile down tlie river 
iVom the l^'orl. M\' hosies-i was a hiL»!il\' cultured 
lad\' ol'Scotcli desjL'nt, a li'ood Methodist, holdini»- 
her membership in T^rederickton, N. I>. I thirik 
tliey had no children, if so the family has probab- 
I\' become extinct, but if an\' of the familv are Ii\- 

• tt ft 

inij: and remember mj, hopj the\' will write nu. 

•'I i'elt that under the circumstances 1 could not 
do much for the place, t]ioui;:h I preached there 
occasionalK and did what I could. Aside iVom 
the soldiers tliere were no Americans in the place, 
but all from the Pro\ince, the most ol' whom I 
could not reach. 

"'Now I would like to know what became of 
these old settlers? Did the\' become American- 
ized, or did the\ move awav? Is the chief settle- 
ment around the old fort? Where is our church 
and parsonajj^e located? I can hardly think olthe 
place onl\- as I saw it more than liftv vears airo. 
O, how glad I would be to visit the old Aroostook 
mi-ision j^^round bi^fore I die, aud sec with my own 
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eves what God has wrouirhtl But this can never 
be, fur I am more than ei<^hl\' \ cars c^Icl. partially 
blind, very feeble, and patiently waiting" lor the 
Master, but all is well. 

"May I not expect a letter iVoni you in answer 
to this? Sometimes I almost I'ancN nnsclF work- 
in<^ with mitrht and main la\ in«_r the I'oimd.ition of 
Methodism in that interesting- llcld. (iocd bve. 

% 

"S'orrs trulw 

f. (j. Pincjrff/' 

We are dependent upon such iiilorin ition as Dr. 
Barker has been able to obt i:;i ir-ni t'u' oldest 
members of the church, as I'u- c'.i ::\ !i rcords are 
verv meam'e, and of little uscin rui!:inii- u'p hislorw 

The Rev. Mr. Hatch yuX in :in ap;K'ar.i;iv\\ pos- 
sibh' on horseback, i")robal'l\' (^n !'-;>'. It was the 
custom in those da\s for nii:i;-:i rr. t(; make lor.iif 
journeys, visitinii; rri)m ho-.isc t.; Id'.^j. 'I'!ie !k.js- 
pitality was open handed; in ni.my a 1>^^ h ) isj 
there was a prophet's chamber — jMi.^siMy \,p under 
the roof a little nearer t!ic sLu* v.- ^rM t!ian down 
below. 

Like Lorenzo Dow, tlie\' cani/ fV ):ii n )whero, 
left word around that tlierc wo il 1 be ^'iculii/! . , — it 
Mr. Nathan Johnston's tint . vc i i;" il v/ ..^ n )isc.l 
about, and a houseful (;I carr.c. t ii>tc::crs i rected 
the preacher. Rev. Mr. ILtLlTs circ.iit cx.cndjd 
as far as Ashland, with a]"»i')v>intniL':U ; at C'lribo i 
and Salmon Brook, and we th.iu^; .ir < ihcr ]I.:ces. 
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In 1842 and ^7,, Ephraiin II. Whitney, -whose fa- 
ther had located in this township, made his home 
at his iiither's, but labored prineipally in Presqne 
Isle. Re\'. Alphoiiso Rogers was that year ap- 
pointed to the Aroostook mission, and the follow- 
in<i: Near nio\cd his familx- to Letter D, and he be- 
eame the lirst settled minister, and received a ji^rant 
of a lot of land iVom tlie State, hv reason ol'that 
I'aet. Brother Koj^ers remained upon his farm for 
several years, ;ind thouiih appointments were made 
to the mission, he alwa\s found work, and was in 
demand ior weddini^s, fcuierals, and to supply when 
the appointed minister failed to put in an appear- 
ance. 

In 1845, Re\. True Paj^e Adams was appointed 
to the circuit. He was a devoted, faithful minis- 
ter, and b-eiuLi" a xounj'- man was able to exert a 
strouii' inlluence, alwa\s for ijfood, over the voun^ 
people, while he was i^reatly beloved by the older 
member^< of the church. He did a jj^ood work for 
the church and societ\', and his name was lowj; 
held in remembrance. 

Brother Adams w.is followed b\' Rev. Benjamin 
Lufkin, who was noted for his devout piety, devo- 
tion to itinerant work, and for his oddities and ex- 
treme awkwardness. Stoppinjj^ o\er nitjjht with an 
inlluential Methodist famih', in the mornin<( the 
i^ood man of the house showed Bro. Lufkin his 
stock, and then made his way to the log house 
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whcMC lie had some very fine porkers. After tak- 
ini{ a look at them, he turned to his host and said: 
''Hro. L — , do voii think \'ou are iifrow- 
in^r in i^^raee as fast as that hoijf is in si/er" With 
a lono- drawn siich, Bro. L — replied, '*1 i'ear I am 
not,"' to whieh Hro. Lufkin leplied, ''Bro. L — . I 
should be asliamed to be oiitd:>ne b\' a hoi>'I ' 

It was with sueh home thrusts that the i^ood man 
moved a: 'oni:; the people, with words of truth 
arousiuii^ the indifferent, stirrlni>: up the lukewarm, 
and briniTMii^ V^v and <i:ladness to the bclievinir 
heart. 

His personal appearanee was decidedly aj^ainst 
him. lie was six leet four inches in his stockinjj^s: 
his speech was very abrupt, and first impressions 
were alwavs against him, but he made earnest and 
de\'oted iVieids of old and xounu*. He was the 
ji^reatest re\i\alist that \isited t!ie .Xroostook in 
those da\s. He spent two usel'ul years upon the 
Aroostook mission. 

Alter Ieavini>* the Aro(.stook, he went to the 
western part of the State, where he married a wife, 
much like himseli* in personal apiK\'irance and de- 
votion to the Master's work. He was a faithful 
and respected member oT the Maine conference of 
the Methodist ICpiscopal Church. He finished his 
work, and was called up higher several years ago. 

Kendrick A. Meser\ y spent one or two years 
upon the circuit. He came in the first \ears of his 
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ministry, and had but little experience, but he 
proved a faithful, devoted pastor, and did ifood 
work for the Master. 

At the breakinji^ out of the war, he offered his 
services as chaplain of the loth Maine Re^j^iment, 
and was elected. He proved a faithl'ul, devoted 
chaplain, and by precept and example did all he 
could to lead the soldiers to prepare for their duty 
to their countrv and iheir God. When death came 
it found him with his comrades at the Soldiers' 
Home, near Auj^usta, Maine. 

Rev. Bro. Stanchtield and Rev. Bro. Hartford 
faithfullv served the char<2:e. Of those times the 
present pastor. Rev. Dr. Barker, says: **When the 
presidinjf elder, who lived at Banj^or, wished for 
plenty of air and hilarious exercise, he started for 
Aroostook. He came up in ji^ood style, and for 
three days and nij^hts he poured forth red hot ser- 
mons, the people cominii: from all parts of the cir- 
cuit, and in all sorts of convevances, and made a 
bi<j time amonii^ the Methodists upon these quarter- 
Iv meetin^i: occasions. We dare to ask, whv, O 
whv, do thev not do so now? • 

ft ft 

'*Now, he comes when the steeple bell rings out 
its last chime, occupies the pastor's spare bed one 
night, drinks up his breakfast coffee the next 
morning, and is gone, — alas, alas!'' 

In 1853 and '54, the Rev. Thomas Cookson was 
appointed to the charge, and did faithful and sue- 
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cessful work, lie was an rarnc.st and successful 
minister, and was the tirst minister to occupy the 
new parsonaire. which was biiiU larueh' throuii^h 
the IIoN't influence, wliich was \er\ slrono* in tlie 
church at that daw It was built on what was then 
known as the \\hitne\- I'arm. vaiw cw r;e.I h\ Mr. 
Stephen Averill, near L'le home of Air. Le\ i Iloyt. 

The mission was succe^sfullx a'l 1 faitaCilh' 
served b\' Bros. So.ile. I lanio-.tl, 1 1 ;.M.; ^. and in 
the absence of a re.;ular Met-li!»disi sap-ply, Kcv, 
Jiro. Pitcher, a Chrisiian minister, prcaclied to tliem 
with ureat acceptabilily. IJros. W'm. \\ Ray, Tree- 
win and \\'hitne\ Wv*rc app )intc.l to the caar^e. 

In iSSo, the j")residinLi- elder in his rej^ort to con- 
j'erence, said, *Mt I^'ort I^^iirlield a church enterj)rise 
has been inauirurated. Tiie baildin^ is be:^un, but 
not far adxanced. It is a promisinii' field and at an 
important poir-t, and we earnestly hope the church 
will be built." 'i'he next \ear in his rep:>rt he 
said, '"the church at I^\)rt I^^iirlield is beint:' jnished 
toward completion. It will be an attracti\ e charch 
when done: it is wiseh" located and will be a stronjjf 
point For Methodism in the Aroostook \alley. ' 

In conclusion we aiNc the followini* historical 
reflections from the present pastor. 

•AVelll it was completed, and its white tower 
and its spire is a landmark, as the weary traveler 
crowns the side hills and descends into the \ allev, 
or tJ^Iancinii: Irom the car wiiulow, takini>- advaiUaije 
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of a curve.', as one a]")pr():iclics by train. Its bell 
rii\u:s out Lro.)^ cliCL'r loi* all wlio conic to its ser- 
vices; like e\cr\- clr.n'ch, de.iths and removals 
ha\e clo:u; tlieir wor'; of dccim.ition. But we are 
satisfied t!i:U if she is iri!e to her past antecedents, 
she will not in an\ wise comj^romise with sin. If 
up ).i t!K^ bells of t!K' a\ .v'.u\' Aro )sto )k farmer's 
hors.'s, \oii cai in fatire d.us spA\ oat the old pro- 
plietic uUerance — 'il.)liies> t) tlu* L.)rd," we are 
sure ihat the ?vK'r'^.)di>! Iv^iseopal L'hurch will 
st.md firm — :'r.nv;i::i.:* up.)-.! all slrnn^'. and making 
herseir i'e-l j< a p:»\\er ;:rii:'>' I'-ini a'ul narcotics: 
tr.:e t) v i' ;L ;i:.':l (S'"P-»-^i;i'r ■iH tinie ser\ in^" i^olicw 
Sh.e \\i:l !v ;';:i (.•re:-.;:vT i;atewa\' U-v the future 
<2"e.ij:M.*-i- \A > '. I )r^ bj ii'if .d. lle.ivenlv hf)nie." 
^^ )! I. )\^■ ;•!.:■ ;>:•>. .\'rbTs.);i came !?ro. vSkinner, 
who rv'miin;".! 0:1 t'l.- ch.ii'i^'c tliree \'e irs Brother 
Pi'iv'c f »!1 j\\ . ;:. I le il Vv•a^ tliat c('ncei\ed the idea 
of luixiivj^' tile Di'csenl ivirsonairc rooms tinished be- 
iieath ihe av.dien.'e room of the church, so that, as 
(r.n* iJrcse:U <.:\-p.i:d presidinu' elder savs, — "The pas- 
tor anJ famib li-ATalh* 'dwell in the house of the 

Lord f. never/ '' 

HonoiMb/lc mciUion must be made of the late 
pastors who hd'xu'cd faithfully in tliis iield, — Bros. 
W'itiice, I^uceand !>ass, and in clo>inii: this chap- 
ter oTour his'.i)r\, we hail with kindiv i^rcctinj^s all 

who are lal)orin^ lo e.Uablish truth and righteous- 
ness; in our midst, and with the old apostle at Apii 
b^^ruTii. 'M-nnk (lotl and t;ike couraire." 
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CIIAPTKR XXX1\^ 



C IllUCIIKS COXTINIRI). 



TMK icpiscoPAi. cnrucn. 

In tlic \c:ir 1867 the Reverend Dr. llenrv A. 
Neely, of New York eity, was e(.l'.^;eer«1te(l bishop 
of Maine to succeed the Riii^ht Reverend Gcors»e 
Buri::ess, who had (bed durinji; the year previous. 
The new bishop established his residence at Port- 
land, and entered at once zealously upon his work, 
l^pon a hasty surve\' of his diocese, he was struck 
witii the evidences of rapid *^rowth and future 
prosperity of Aroostook county, and he deter- 
mined to ni.ike an effort to plant the church there 
wlien opportunity sliould present itself. Mr. Wm. 
II. W^ishburn, a retired sea captain, — havinj:^ been 
attached to the church, first bv her beautiful lit- 
uri^y — at this juncture, applied to Hishop Neely, 
and annoup.ced his desire to enter the ministrv cf 
the Episcopal Church. As so(;n as Mr. Wash- 
'burn had complied with the canons j^overninj]^ 
such cases, he was admitted a candidate for holv 
(U'ders, and sent to Aroostook. 
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Leaving- BanLTor he drove north, and visited sev- 
eral Aroostook towns, and returned, reportini^ the 
result of his trip to his dioeesan. .V second trip 
was made, the bishop acconipanyintr him, and ser- 
^ ices were held at Aslihmd ar.d some other points. 
At one of these services the bishop made the 
acquaintance ol Mr. Isaac Hacker, by whom he 
was urt^ed to \ isit Vovi Fairfield, and hold service. 
It was aj^reed that on his way back he uoiild stop 
at the l'\)rl as desired. In tlie meantime ^Ir. 
Hacker returned, and m ide all ne.:essarN' arrange- 
ments Ibi- t!ie ser\ ice, and the bishop uj")on his 
arrival paid :i visit to the sin<;in<i: school, which 
was taught hv Deacon Small, and there enlisted a 
choir for the (jccasioru There was some hesitation 
in •'lindinu' places," but all consit'ered, that was a 
\er\' hearts' scr\iv:c. Retpaests werir made at all 
points for re^^ular ministrations, but the ri.sources 
of the bishop were so limited that he was unable 
to maintain more than one missionar\" in the re- 
j^ion. Mr. \Vashburn was therefore stationed here, 
and churches at Presque Isle, Ashland and Fort 
I'airtield, and the commodious rectorv at the last 
named place, are the material e\ idence of his zeal. 

Mr. Washburn entered upon his labors at once, 

and missions were orii^anizetj at Ashland tirst, then 

at Fort Fairfield. Tiie date of the latter was 

April 2ist, and the ofticers lirst appointed were 

J. 13. 'fn^f ton, warden; J. F. Hacker, treasurer; C. 
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C Pattcc, parish clerk. Mr. Wris'iilvM'n labored 
assicliionsh', niinisterinLC to the needs oTliis scattered 
people, niaintaip.ini:: ser\ ices at re:n(»te stations, 
travelliiiir hundreds of miles in searcli oF funds to 
press forward the church property, and at the 
same time piu'suini;* his theoh)i^ical studies. Mr. 
Washburn labored here until the sprin-i^ of i<S77, 
during which time he records three hiuulred and 
twentv-lour baptisms, one hundred and twenty-two 
contirmations, twenty-four marriai>c^s ;uk1 sixtv-five 
burials. The ajrii'i'c^ate value of the church prop- 
erty which he left be.iind him was si^,( 00. Such 
a record speaks volumes for his zeal and i'nithful- 
ness. Mr. Washburn left scores of frierds, but 
no enemies. Of course there were tliose who dis- 
a<i[reed with him in belief and methods, and the}' 
sometimes took pains to ha\e it known. Many of 
our readers will remember the counomen ap.'plied 
to St. Paul's Church during* its ju-oeess of cuection. 
Its variation from the st\ le of .'irchitecture r.sual 
for schoolhouse and meetiu!:' ho::ses, earned for it 
the title of ''Washburn's smokeh.ov.se." l;il tlier-e 
thinijs were not serior.s, and as lu^fore re:i:;irked, 
the Rev. Mr. Washburn is remember.-. I witli re- 
spect and affection by his friends. 

The vears of his ministry were t'u s in:iiest i.i tiie 
history of St. Paul's mis:si(r.i. >.ie:v! eis ( r\ari<>r.s 
relitj:ioi:s bodies who had bc:\ili! . ;:■-;); eriitcc* wit'i 
tlie people of St. Pard's, which, i :.;i..:.-.i.xd l'. • c rJy 
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rcii^LiLir services in the vilhiiro, had of course with- 
drawn when movements to establish their own 
communions were made. Tlio members thus re- 
duced became disheartened by frequent changes in 
their pastoral oversight, with often long intervals 
during which the church was closed, and no ser- 
vices held. 

The successors of Mr. Washburn have been as 
follows: 

Rev. R. M. Edwards, who came to Fort Fairfield 
in March, 1877: Rev. Hudson Sawyer came in 
1879: Rev. F. II. Rowse came in the summer of 
I1S85: Rev. W. A. vSwan in the autumn of 1889; 
Rev. L. M. \Vilkins in 1890. and Rev. Geo. Bruce 
Nicholson, 1S92. 

Occasional services have been held durincr in- 
tervals of vacanc\" by other clergymen and lay 
readers, but those named above are the onlv ones 
whose ministrations are recorded on the parish 
recrister. Or.e after another thev have succeeded 
to the otlice left \ acant b\- Mr. Washburn's remov- 
al, but none ha\ e ever yet filled his place. Next 
to him, Mr. Sawver has done as much lor the wel- 
fare of the mission as anv missionarv who has had 
charge. lie was not onl\' a devoted parish priest, 
but he was respected as a citizen, and entrusted 
with town business of importance. As supervisor 
of schools, he is said to have done more to increase 
the efiiciencv of the schools of Fort Fnirficld than 
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any man who had ever held that post before 
him. Diirini; his incumbenov here he built ehureh- 
es at Limestone and \'an Buren, and be^an one at 
Caribou. Goin<i^ from liere to Iloulton, he ereeted 
a beautiful ehureh and reetorv. He is still main- 
tainin^j his reputation as a builder, a reeent report 
statin<; that six new ehurehes were either in various 
staj^es of completion or else just consecrated, and 
all due to his energy. 

The Episcopal Church in I*\>rt Fairlield, as else- 
where in Maine, holds its own with difficidtv. The 
deep inherited prejudice which has long since died 
out in other sections ol'the countr\', is as strong- in 
Maine to-day as e\'er. In the lace of that preju- 
dice, with irregularity in services owing to the 
need that ministers should have the care of from 
two to six stations, growth is not to be expected. 
A faithful attempt to provide the services and sa- 
craments to those who are entitled to them, is the 
most that may be accomplished. This Bishop 

Neely has faithfully tried to do ior upwards of 
twentv-live ^ears, at a c^reat personal effort and 
expense. The present otlicers of St. PauTs Church 
are, — Rev. (Jeorii^e Bruce Nicholson, missionarv 
priest; Mr. II. W. Trafton, warden; ^Irs. J. C. 
Rackliff, treasurer: Mr. C. L. Richards, parish 
clerk. 




HISTORY OF FORT FAIRFIELD. 267 



CHAPTER XXXV. 

CHURCHES CONTINLKO. 

THE FREE BAPTIST CHURCH. 

Amono[ the early settlers who made their homes 
in this township, there were quite a number who 
were members of the Free Baptist Church, but it 
was not until some time in the fifties that thev 
were organized into a church. From the first, this 
church has been earnest in its devotion to the 
Master, and has had within its Told a faithful and 
pious membership. The faithful and devoted pas- 
tors, who have ministered to the spiritual wants of 
the people, so far as we have been able to learn 
their names, are the Rev. Alessrs. Purin<>;ton, C.arr, 
Park, Kinney, Parsons, Winslow, and the present 
pastor. Rev. Geor<i^e E. Kneeland. About 1875, 
Mr. Frederick Ellis, who was a member ol this 
communion, was chosen deacon, and faithfully 
served the church, until his death in 1890. Mr. 
LaForest Towle, who has been church clerk al- 
most from the first, was chosen deacon soon after 
Deacon Ellis' death, and at the present time fills 
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both of these important otl'ices in tlic church. 

This churcli has constant! \- made its power felt 
in the community: it lias attracted true believers 
to its membership, and the Noun^ and thoui^htlcss 
to its meetini'S. Death and remo\als ha\e been at 
work to reduce its membership, but by prolession 
of faith and b\' letter, others have come to iill their 
places, and the work of th.e Master has been ad- 
vanced b\' their devotion .tuI railhf'i:! Ii\ ini;'. Its 
position in reiLiard to all moral and social (ji;estior.s 
will bear the Scrii)tural test. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

cniKriiKs — «v ()XTi\ri:i). 

In liSoo, ihc Rcu'ul.ir B:ipli.sts, wlio had conic to 
number ;il)()iit twcntN-lu c\ decided to ort^ani/.c 
.1 . liurcli in l^'ort r\'iirricld. The church was or- 
<ranized at the I'nion nieelini'' 1h;-:Sc, and Dca. 
Daniel Foster and Mi'. Jonathan Ilopkinson were 
chosen deacoiis, and W'm. V, Ilopkinson was elec- 
ted clerk. 'I'he Rev. (icoriiv Ri^ln' was then tirst 
pastor ol' the church. In tlie Tall ol* 1863, Mr. 
W. F. llopkii-son died, and Mr. \\\ II. Kstabrook 
was cliosen clerk. The second pastor was a \"ounj^ 
man whose name we are imah^le to learn. Tlien 
the Re\'. Mr. Cf ]:elar.d sei\ed th.e church very 
acceptably. Tlien came th.e Re\ . Mr. Neu<j.ent. 
Th.e last ;;ettled p.'istor was the Re\'. J. E. Bills. 

Soon alter th.e death of De:i. b\)ster, in 1880, In- 
reason of death and removals, and the fact that 
other relit;:ca s .^(rcielics were Mpplxiri;" tl:e pco 
ple with tile iM'each.ed word, it was decided that 
fcr a time, at !ea^:t, it wr.s advisable not to employ 
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aiK/thcr p;ist(;r, nor to l:ccp up separate rclijiior.s 
nicctin^is. And up to the present time, althoujj:h 
l!iere are several in the town of that faith, there has 
been no eff^ rt to keep up the organization, and 
sinee the death of Deacons Foster and Ilopkinson, 
no deacons have been chosen. 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 

CHL'RCIIKS C'ONTINL KI). 

TIIF SOCIETY OF FIMEND.S. 

Anionir the carlv settlers of Fort I^'aii^fielcl, tlie 
society of Friends were represented. Mary and 
Joseph Winijate Haines, and their eldest dau<i;hter 
were members of that society. Althoiiji^h far re- 
moved from other members, the\' were not ibr- 
li^otten, and from time to time were \isited, and 
meetings were held in their peii^hborhood. In 
1S58 or '59 a movement was started that resulted 
in bringinjr se\ eral Tamilies of that faith into the 
t(Avn. AVMlliam A. Sampson bouii^ht the mills con- 
sistii\<^ of a saw mill, where the Bryant mill 
now stands, and a shin^^le mill on a dam a short 
distance below. The shinsrlc mill was immediate- 
1\- transformed into a grist mill, a carding machine 
put in and steam power introduced. 

With him, or soon to follow, were Thomas 

Partridge and wife, Cvrus Estes and wife, V^alen- 

tine Pastes and wife, Jonathan Estes and wife, 

Joseph Nichols and w^ifc, William Pcnn Varne;^* 
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and wife, and William F. Sampson and wife, and 
with Mr. and Mrs. Haines, made a stronjj^and in- 
fluential soeietN*. For the tirst vear meetin<xs were 
regularly held at the house of William A. Samp- 
son, and then for another Near at X'^alentine Estes, 
in the neiiifhborhood where Rev. William Penn 
Varney now lives. About that time the meeting 
house was built in the Maj^le GroNe settlement, 
where tiiey have uninterruptedly worshiped until 
the present time. The society was fortunate in 
having among their number Mrs. Sarah Partridge 
(the wife of Thomas Partridge) who was a most 
devout, earnest and eloquent preacher. 

The silent worship which at an early day held a 
prominent place in their meetings, was made inter- 
estin<x, and broui^ht the Nouni^ within their influ- 
ence, by the devout prayer and earnest exhorta- 
tions of this truJN' irood woman. The vears in 
which the countrv had been sufferiuLT Irom the 
turmoil of war and other communities and socie- 
ties had been e\]')eriencing its e\ il effects, were 
years of almost unbroken prosperity to this people. 
While William A. Sampson had been active in 
worldlv affairs he did not lose his interest in the 
upbuilding of the society. He was active and in- 
lluential in the building of the meetinghouse. He 
was an easy and fluent speaker, and with his esti- 
mable wife, loved and respected by the community. 
With tlie close of the war a new field of labor was 
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opened up and the call was so urgent that he was 
not long in becoming interested and at work to ini- 
provethe condition of the Freedmen; this took him 
first to Washington, D. C, and then to North 
Carolina, subsequently he removed to the West, 
then to California, where he died some two years 
ago. In Sarah Partridge, the society had an in- 
fluential and successful worker. In the death ol 
her husband, with the responsibility and care of 
a iamilv on her hands she continued her labors. A 
second marria«re and removal to Kennebec, for a 
time severed her relations with the societv. But 
death came again to her home, and a second hus- 
band was removed; then she returned and spent 
the remainder of her davs with her children in this 
town. Other changes came to the society by 
death and removals. Rev. Wm. Penn Varney be- 
came the head of the society, and the recognized 
preacher. Additions have been made from time 
to time, and at the present time, it is a moral and 
social power in the community-, exerting alike a 
happy influence upon 30ung and old. 

At present there are some thirty-live members. 
The congregation of w'orshipcrs at the Maple 
Grove Church who have been in syr.-.pathy with the 
purity and devotion of their worship, and have de- 
pended ver}' largcl}' upon them for religious in- 
struction and influence, have largely out numbered 
the members of the society. Of the orij^in- 
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al members, Re\'. William Venn ynvncv and 
wife, Joseph Nichols and wife, Jonathan Estes 
and wife, and Lo\ ina I^sles are \el identified with 
the soeietN'. The moral inlluenee oi this society 
has been a power in the Maple (iro\ e settlement. 
In cver\' j^atherinii* of tlie people, and in all their 
social relations it has been at work for i>'ood. 
Respect for its menduM's has exerted a j^owerful 
inlluence upon tlie yonnL'; people ol' tliat part of 
our town; to what extent it his acted upon their 
]i\es will n )t bj known until the tinal judgment. 
As the ajknowleJ:^e.l le.ider, the (juiec, unob- 
trusive exenr^larv life of William Penn X'arncN' 
has commanded respect, ins|>ired contidence, and 
been a moral force felt b\' all who ha\e been 

favored with his acquaintance. 

The cominif of that devoted band of Friends to 

Maple (iroxe in i<Sf)o marked an important era in 

the hist )r»' of the tow.i, thoni^h n )t lari>*elN' pos- 

sessed of earthlv nuans, the\' were in comfortable 

circumstances; the\' were industrious and reliable; 

the\' li\ed the reliuion tlie\- j^rofessed. The\' 

added considerable to the material wealth of the 

new settlement, and their lives and works have an 

imp^irtant place in t!:c histor\* of T^ort I'lnrtield. 
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e II APTEK^ XXXVIII. 
c'iiruc'iii:s — concia nici). 

THE ROMAN CATIIOLK' C'lirRC'H. 

Anionic the few settlers who liad made their 
homes alono* the banks of tlie Aroostook, now 
within the h'mits oF Fort Fairfield, prior to the 
Aroostook war, were a few Catholie families, who, 
as did nearlv all the settlers of those days, eame 
fi'om the proN inee of New Brunswiek. 

The eomini* of the troops, and other movements 
eonsequent upon the oeeupation of the territory 
by the State, and creation of employment for la- 
bor, attracted several French families, all of whom 
were of this iaith, irom the upper iSt. John river; 
and undoubtedU* there were some of the Ignited 
vStates rcii^ulars, who were quartered here in the 
earh' forties, who were members of this commun- 
ion. 

From what can be learned, it appears that in 

1S42 a subscription was started to build a church, 

which resulted, in ICS43, in the erection of a small 

buildinu: on the farm of Mr.Boulicr. about one mile 
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above the present village of Fort Fairfield, near 
the river. 

The building was boarded and shingled, but ad- 
vanced no farther lor several vears. About 18:50, 
possibly a little later, a new effort was made. A 
suitable lot was secured about five miles above 
the village, and the building was taken down and 
remoN ed to the new location, where it was put up 
and finished \nU) a neat chapel, where services 
were held for manv Acars. 

The large increase of population outgrew the 
modest little chapel, and about 1S75, work was 
commenced on the present large church in the vil- 
lai^e, where a larire conirreu^ation is slathered at ev- 
erv service. 

We have no means of ifivini»: the names of the 
priests who have from time ministered to the spir- 
itual wants of the people. 

Although manv of these people have been in 
ver\' humble circumstances, and could do but little 
to support religious ser\'ices. they have not been 
nei^lected. Clergvmen from the Madawaska set- 
tiement, from lloulton and from New Brunswick, 
have visited them, and administered the sacra- 
ments of the church from time to time, and of late 
vears rei^ular services have been maintained. 

The RcNcrend Father DeMerchand, who re- 
sides at TVesque Isle, is the present parish priest 
and is very acceptable to his people. The present 
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wealth, standing and influence of the church, indi- 
cate that erelong the societ}* will enjo}' the pres- 
ence of a priest located in their midst. 
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ClIAPTKR XXXIX. 

lUSIMCSS MRN. 

'rhrouL!:h all its historv Fort Fairtiolcl has been 
fortunate in tlie elass of men who ha\e been asso- 
eiated with its business alTairs. At the present 
time tlie mercantile and mechanical business ear- 
rieJ 0:1, is \'ci*\' exljnsi\e, an.l well conducted. 
Mr. A. C C:\vv stands amon^ the oldest merchants 
in this part of the county. He is the present {Post- 
master and senior member of the Fort r^iirHeld 
Clothinii* L'ompanv: associated with him is Mr. 
Iuh»ar Thurlow, and his son Mr. (icoruv C'ar\-, 
one of the popular tra\ellin^* salesmen. Mr. J. \\ 
I lacker has i^rown u|^ in the mercantile business, 
and his business has Lirown with him. Mr. Hacker 
has been town treasurer lor se\eral \ears, and is 
now president of the Fort Fairtield National Bank, 
and in addition to his extensive mercantile busi- 
ness. (Avns and manaues Memorial Hall. Mr. 
Hacker is one ol' the solid men of Aroostook 
county. 

William Small cS: Co. The senior member of 
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tliis lirni has been in business for a ]on^^ time. lie 
is now quite ad\ aneed in years. ^Several years a<r() 
he assoeiated with liimsell, under the present iirni 
name, his son-in-hiw, Mr. Charles \\\ Johnston. 
The\- eair\' a hir<;e stoek oi' general merehandise, 
and a rine h)t offurniture. Their business is abl\' 
and successfullx- mana<>ed. 

In addition { > t:ie I^\)rt I'^iirfijld Clotliing Co., 
Mr. W. W. Slocoinb & Co., and J. H. Wil- 
liams lS: C ). earrv line assortments of re:idv-m:ide 
eh>thini»- and <j:entlemen\s furnisliiniif Lj:o:)ds. 

Mr. (ijo. K. IJ.irtlett & Co., and I'^'eneli Bros, 
e irrN- an ext:.isi\e s'ojk oFdrv ii:())d'i, and in eon- 
nection with their stores, Mrs. M. C. Perrv & Co., 
a vj Miss M. A. Roulston & Co. are ensxawd in 
the millinery business. These two lines of busi- 
ness wlii ;!i h:i\ e sueh intimate relations, are in the 
best (if hands. Vor eareful and tast\' selection 
of <4() :)ds, for fair a:ul honorable de:din;jjs in this, 
as in all other lines o1' trade, Fort Fairfield takes 
no back seat. 

The Hardware business is in the hands of Messrs. 
L. K. Cary & Co., C. D. Cutts, J. S. Hall and S. E. 
]ewett. L. K. Carv & Co. carrv an extensive stock 
<)f h.irdw.iro. d:):')rs, s.ish. blinds, tinw:ire and aii- 
ricultural implements, and has quite an assortment 
of other goods. Mr. Ci:tts lias a line stock of gen- 
eral hardware, such as is found in a well stocked 
store. Mr. J. S. IfaU carries a per.crrd stock cf 
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hardware, doors, windows, blinds, wajjon makers 
material, and iron and steel lor the loeal blaek- 
smiths. Mr. Jewett is a practical plumber and tin 
worker, carr\in<j; a line of stoves, pumps and tubc- 
in<r, and is at the head of the lire department. 

The grocery trade has assumed a prominent po- 
t^ition in our villau^e. Mr. II. N. Goodhue has one 
of the finest and best arranii:ed <j:rocer\' stores north 
of Banji^or. He has built up a larii^c trade, in fact 
has grown up with his trade. He was a Fort Fair- 
lield bov, and is now one of her successful brsi- 
ness ni?n. IIj believes in printer's ink, aiid is a 
liberal patron of the local press, as are nearly all 
or.r business men. 

Messrs. II. Knisifht and Co. carrv a line class of 
groceries, and are having a good trade, and the 
coniidence of the community Mr. Kriuht h.as 
liad a long experience, lirst as manager for aiioth.er 
r.i:\n. and since for himsell'. He has his son asso- 
ciated witli him. 

Thurlough Rich.ards c^: Company have for sev- 
eral vears been eniniij-ed in t!iis line of trade, and 
in addition, have done a larire oi.t-side trade. 

Mr. X. H. Martin, in connection wit'.i his restau- 
rant, carries a line line of light ^rjceries. 

Mr. F. O. Wellington and Alexander McDoug- 
ald are supplying groceries to t-ie people at the 
lower village. 

llopkinii Brothers, a c':t of \\' (-e ^torj appears 
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in this history, in addition to the extensive meat 
market, earries a general line ofgroccries. In ad- 
dition to their village trade thev have a large farm 
two miles from town. 

Joseph Pearce, whose eut also appears in this 
historv, in addition to a reijular meat market, has a 
bakery, and earries a line of groceries. 

Mr. A. F. Goodhue has the finest jewelry store 
in the county, and carries a large and valuable 
stock. He is another of Fort FairfieUVs bovs who 
his develope:! into a first-jkiss business mm and 
has a large and paying trade. 

Jeffs Brothers are also in the jewelry business, 
and carrv a verv line and selected stock of watches 
and silverware. 

Mrs. A. C. Paul carries a good line oi books and 
stationery, together with room paper and millinery 
goods. 

Messrs. Ilovev & Partrid<i:e carrv aline line of 
boots and shoes, and both are new men, who have 
been engaged in business here about a year, with 
a good prospect of successful trade. 

Messrs. Cutts & Scates have done an extensive 
business in the furniture, carpets, wall paper and 
undertakers business. 

Messrs. E. E. wScates & Co. have a large line of 
goods, such as are usually found in a first-class 
dru2: store, and are doinjr an extensive business. 
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PalniLM- & II()lm;.vs arc also in the same business, 
with a ij^ond store and a line stock of jioods. 

Tlic harness trade is represented h\ lour cstab- 
lislimcnts, vi/ : |. IF. Watt, S. V. Lord, R. K. 
Burton and (i- B. Churcliill. All of these ex- 
perienced workmen turn out j^ood work, and a 
larice amount of it, and deser\e mention for their 
jjfood work and honorable dealings. 

The blacks: 'ith trade is well rej>rescnted and 
well patronized in l^'ort r'airticld. The following- 
seven shops are always found with the lire sp.irk- 
lin<j: from the for^^es, and the sturdw hardv smiths 
hard at work. Messrs. J. Peterson, Caleb Bait- 
lett. II. ]. Palmer. C. Rollins. ('. L. Smith and B. S. 
Smith, with J. B. (irax', a practical machinist, 
can turn out almost an\thinLif that iron and steel 
can m:ike, and are i^iviuLT s:cad\' em]')lo\'me:it t;) tif- 
toj:"- men. 

\\^. A. 1 laincs. at the lower \illaiie, and A. A. 
I I y;kenhull, on the Lo\el\ brot)k, combine the 
1 av/inir of lumber and irrindinij: of urain in their 
r.r!l ;. The Howe's mill on the north side of the 
ri\ er, the e.\tensi\e Ste\ens' Lumber Co., Ma<j^ill 
Br.Uhcrs carding- a'.id planem*^: mill and J. li. Rob- 
bins' headinii: mill, combines all the \illai^e mills, 
and all are doini^a <xood business. 

J. X. Sukeforth does a lar^c business in m:inu- 
f.ijturinj: sLirch and p )t:ito b.irrcls, and F. A. 
llewett and l. B. Robbins both are enirii^-Tcd in that 
br.siness. 
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The market for custom made clothinsf is well 
supplied with the ver\' best of L^oods in the latest 
st\les, bv Messrs. Thomas Winter, II. B. Kirk- 
patrick and Thomas (lamble, who are all lirst-elass 
merchant tailors. 

The ladies interests are well looked after bv Mrs. 
R. E. Ketchum, Miss Jessie Bartlett, Mrs. Kmilv 
(juild, Mrs. Campbell, Mrs. Crummett, Miss Clara 
lloulston. Miss Annie Callahan, and the Misses. 
Mar\- and Belle Graham. 

Mr. B. Gathercole and the Aroostook Vallev 
Starch Co. make a <rood market for all the small 
potatoes within reach. 

In addition to X. 11. Martin's restaurant, Samuel 
Cra\-, Ilenrx' ])a\is, and the Clifton, i'urnish meals 
at all hours. 

The Collins House, Mrs. M. K, Collins proprie- 
t )r, th'j Windsor Ilune, E. II. Thompson pro- 
prietor, and the Ervin House, Mr. Ervin proprietor, 
are three as uood and commodious hotels as are to 
be found in the Aroostook vallex'. 

There are four larsj^e and well equipped livery 
stables, keptbv F. W. Burns, J. B. Williams, E.J. 
Djrsey and William Maines. 

Messrs. Fred Osborne, A. P. Welch, Georsie A. 
Upton, Geo. Delano, and Elmer Martenus, fin*nish 
excellent accommodations, and display great skill 
in the tonsorial art. 

(t. W. Richardson decs iioa] wrrk at ci:stom 
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made boots and shoes, and finds Fort Fairtield a 
{j^ood town lor this business. 

II. W. \^irnjvhi> stcim p:)\vjrt)nin wood 
workini^ machinerv. 

J. G.Rackliff, F.C. Bolster, 11. W. p:bbett,John 
II. Price have shops lor carpenter and carria<i;c 
ni:;kin<r and repairing-. 

K. K. Holt has a line steam laundry, and is 
well patronized and is doinj; a prosperous business. 

Messrs. W. T. Sullivan, J. G. Cheney, J. C. 
Rackliff, II. B. Bearisto, S.^ D. Beckwi'th, W. 
Beckwith and J. C. Beckwith, represent the pres- 
ent list of carpenters and builders. 

G. W. Hilton, Van Knowles, B. Durgin, George 
Delaite, II. E. Rogers, arc the painters and paper 
hangers. 

II. O Perry, trial justice and insurance agent, 

II. W. Perry, town clerk, and insurance agent. 

J. Wallace is a popular and experienced photog- 
raphist. 

W. E. Burpee is the popular dominion express 
agent. 

E. L. II(>u<diton and W. L. Bartlett are en- 
gaged in the real estate business. 

L. N. Richards and A. P. Libbv buv neat stock, 
sheep and horses, and are doing a large and 
growing business. (Jeo. E. Childs is also cn- 
ga<i:ed in buvin<r stock, sellinjj: carriaires and doing 
a good business. 
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Edward W. Pond is a mtMiibcr of the V\n 
Boom Co., and agent and general manager on the 
Aroostook waters. 

W. II. Estabrook, eoroner and eollector of taxes. 

Capt. A. W. Fr.trr.m, ccjuity sheriff. 

Sixteen potato housjs are eontrolled by the fol- 
lowing I'oree of potato buyers, \iz: (). I". Tyler, 
ISIeh in Ca3'ting, James Dorsey, II. Knight & Co., 
Thurlough Riehards & Co. Fisher & Osborne, Chas. 
Kimball, Geo. L. Foss, Ransford Faulkner, F. A. 
Wiley, Riehard Phillips, Philo Reed, Reuben Thur- 
louijh, F^. L. Houghton. In addition to their own 
time, they give employment to a regular foree of 
thirty-rtve men, and at times require eonsiderable 
more extra help. The season lor buying and hancV 
ling potatoes extends from September first, until 
June first, and some years until the middle orTi:ne. 
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UIIAPTKR XXXX. 

PRO/FSSIONAT. MKX. :)R. H. (;. DIX'KKR. 

PHhritliCc G. Dcckc!* was born in Jefferson, 
Lincoln County, Maine, in iSjy. Tlie common 
sch(>ol, l^nit\' hiii^h school and Hampden Acadenu' 
supplied the means ofa ^ood education. Immedi- 
atelv after arri\ins>* at his majorit\' he commenced 
the stiid\' of medicine with Dr. I. ('. Bradlex', of 
Oldtown, attended lectures at the Maine medical 
School, and <^raduated in i<S5r. 'I'he (ollowinj;- 
lune he started out for the new settlement of N(\ 
II (Ashland) and remained there se\en Ncars. 
lie then decided to secure a new location, and in 
lune i(Sc;S he mo\ ed to the then diminuti\e villa<»e 
of F(;rt Fairlield, and became the first settled 
physician and sur^von in the town and was the 

onl\' one to remain an^' lenLCth of time until Dr. 
A. D. Sawyer came. His practice extended over 
a vast territory, including what is now Presque 
Isle, Caribou, Limestone, Easton and Blaine, and 
into the settlement adjoining, in the Province of 
Xcw Brunswick, Bv dav or bv ni2:ht, throusrh 




■n\ > 



"viRFlliLD. -^^.-^ 



\ 
> 






iJjtf-" 




^ (&«■. 



HISTORY OK FORT FAlRl'IELl). 



-^93 



heat or cold, ofton with roads so bad that his horse 
could onlv walk, in answer to calls, too often from 
those whom he knew were t(^() poor to pa\;he faith- 
fully discharj^ed thj duties of the country physi- 
cian, and brouicht oladness and iov to many an 
anxious and stricken household, where sorrow and 
death would ha\e come without his timelv and 
efficient aid. In iS;2 he boiiii'ht the buildinir 
upv)n Fort Hill, ercjted b\ the United States 
troops whf) relieved the State militia in the celebrated 
Aroostook war, and since that time has made it 
his home. 

At that timj, the fort had bcLMi dem:)lished, 
tlie buildins^', built of lar^e, square timber, had been 
taken down and sawed into boards at Pattee's mill, 
the stockade entireU' removed ; but the parapets 
were in a u;ood state of ]">reservati(;n. The roads 
were so poor that he was obliged to ride on horse- 
back, and the most of the wa^• at a Ncrv slow pace. 
Into the Narious settlements there was onlv a 
bridlepath, whjre the underbrush was removed 
and the wav marked out bv spotted trees. At 
times tlie roads to Presque Isle, Caribou and the 

St. Jolin river were almost impassable. The 
Clearest m irket was Hani^jr, on.^ hundre.l and sixtN - 
seven mile; awa\', to which shingles were hauled 
and ''supplies" for home and lumber operations 
brought b.ick. A trip to Iloulton took three (ull 
da\s, if time was taken while there to attend to 
anv busini'ss. 
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News iVom the outside world, three days old, 
and that received but once a week, was the best 
and latest to be obtained. The destitution and 
actual poverty that too often came to his know- 
ledge while engaged in the duties of his profession, 
were sometimes greater burdens than the fatigue 
of his long and tiresome rides. His diversified and 
constantly varying experience was his only re- 
creation, and in a large degree actual practice 
had to supply the place of books. Professional 
privileges were almost entirely confined to the 
study of medical works, and lonii^ and tiresome 
rides. Not until the close of the war of the Re- 
bellion was a semi-weeklv mail established from 
Iloulton. 

It was several years after he came before any fra- 
ternal societies were organized. There was not a 
church in the Aroostook valley except the snxall 
Catholic chapel some five miles above here on the 
river. The early settlers were good hearted, and 
some of them generous to a fault, br.t buckwheat 
and shingles took the place of currency, aiul even 
that was required to purchase food lor a dependeiU 
family. The worthy physician never lacked f(;r 
good will and good wishes, but at the best tl.ere 
was but liitle pay. 

In some of thes'j years, \\'i\ a .^r.ijlii.-e that 
made severe demands vpo i is ! mj aw ' •• . * ., 
money was so scarce that it was uiffuult t > c.llcct 
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enough to pay for the medicine used in his prac- 
tice. If enough was obtained of such as the farm- 
ers raised to support himself and wife, his time 
was given to regular practice, and little attention 
was paid to collecting bills. The doctor's home 
is the most prominent landmark of the Aroostook 
war. With the exception of the removal of the 
broad piazza that ran along the front of the entire 
building, there is little change since I saw it in 
1843, then occupied by Capt. VanNess^ Lieuten- 
ant Rickets and Dr. Coolidge, of the United States 
Infantr)'. Here the doctor may still be found, 
largely relieved of his extensive practice by 
younger and more active men, joining his pro- 
fesssional brethren in consultation and in answer- 
ing calls near at home from those who never for- 
get the old and tried ph3'sician or want to exchange; 
for the new. 

The exposure and hardships of a large practice 
have told severely upon the doctor, and ph3'sically 
he has aged beyond his years, but his brain is clear, 
and if necessitv demanded, his hand would be as 
strong to perform as in years gone by. 

When the doctor settled here, the business 01 
the place was largel}- carried on at the lower part 
of the village, or ''down to Pattee\s," as it was then 
called. Pattee and Hyde were engaged in the 
mill and lumber trade. Haines and Knight and 
John Sterling were keeping public houses on a 
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small scale, but lully up to the demands of the 
traN'cllino: public, and while he thought this a good 
place to commence the work oi' his profession, he 
never expected the briu^ht and prosperous future 
that has come to our villaij^e, or tlie \ indication of 
his <i[0()d jud^^m.Mit in choosins^ this for a liome. 

While larji^elv those here with him in pioneer 
life have gone on before him, those who still re- 
main join in hoping a long and s.mshinv ending to 
a de\()tecL faithful and useful life. 

DR. A. n. SAWVKR. 

A. D. Saw\er, M. I)., was born in Cumberland 
county, Maine, in itS^^. He attended the public 
schools and Litchfield academw lie attended the 
Maine medical school, and graduated iVom the Uni- 
versity of the city of New York with the title of 
M. D., in iKSo. 

Immediateh' after <;raduatini>*, he commenced 
the practice of medicine at Lisbon, and the same 
year was married to Miss Mabel C Spear. After 
live vears' practice in this, his native town, he re- 
moved to Fort Fairrield. Since comini*- to this 
town the doctor has been in constant practice of 
his profession, and has proved an able and success- 
ful practitioner. In addition to his professional 
duties, he has taken a livelv interest in education- 
al matters, and from 1889 to 1892 he was super- 
visor of schools. At the March meeting of 1894 
he was chosen chairman of the board of school 
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committee, and b\' the other members of tlie 
board elected a<^ain to the office ol' supervisor of 
s jhools. For four \ears he has with ij^reat accept- 
abihty served on the United States pension board, 
aul at t!K^ present timj is SLVM'ct.irv of the board. 

His home is clieered b\' the presence of three 
acti\e, li\elv bo vs. The doctor is an active and 
influential Mason, and as a professional man and 
citizen is held in liioji esteem bv all who know 
him. 

DR. 1). j. ni'AA., 

D. 1. Hell, M. 1)., is of F^ovalistic descent, and 
was born at I^ristol, Carleton count\', New Rruns- 
wi:k, in 1^6:5, and receixed an education in the 
com;''on schools of that place. His medical de- 
cree was conferred h\ the Maine medical school 
of Howdoin University, in i88tS. He opened a 
general practitioner's office in the \ illage of Fort 
I'airfield the same year, and commenced pract'ce, 
and by close attention to his professional duties, 
has achieved a fair amount of success. Ilis wife, 
whom he married in 18SS, was a ^Nliss Miller of 
(jlassville, Carleton countw New Brunswick. 

The doctor has established his residence and 
office at the Parapet, Fort Hill, where he is snugly 
entrenched within the earthworks of the old fort, 
from which the town takes its name. 

I)i:. JAS. IIAIIVKV MIRPMY. 

Jas. Harxey Murphy, M. I)., was born in An- 
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dovcr. New Brunswick, Dominion of Canada, May 
4th, 1866. The foundation Tor a practical educa- 
tion was laid in the Ando\er hiii^h school. July 4, 
1882, when but little over seventeen vears old, he 
entered a druj]^ store as an apprentice, at Calais. 
Me. 

After three years' experience and careful study, 
and havinjj: removed to Madison, Wisconsin, in 
1886 he received a diploma as a pharmaceutist. Af- 
ter three years more of experience and study, in 
1889 he entered the medical school at Brunswick, 
Me., and June 24th, 1891, he ji^raduated with hon- 
or, and received the title of M. D., and on July 12 
ol' the same year he opened an office and com- 
menced the practice of his profession in this vil- 
laii^e. 

Dr. ^furphy, by careful attention to business, has 
built up a <i:ood practice, and secured a <j^ood social 
and professional standing in the community. The 
doctor is unmarried, makes his home at the Ervin 
House, and is devoted to his profession, with ev- 
er\- indication of a successful future before him. 



t 
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CHAPTER XXXXI. 

PROFESSIONAL MEN. 
IIOX. JOHN B. TRAFTOX. 

John B. Trafton was the eldest son ol' Gen. 
Mark Trafton. He was born in Bangor, Maine, 
where he spent his boyhood, and had the advan- 
tages of schools. He remained in school one year 
after his father came to this county, and then in 
1844 became a resident of this town, (Letter D 
plantation), and opened a law office on Fort Hill, 
in one of the offices vacated by the officers of the 
United States troops. This was the introduction 
of a new svstem into the new settlement, and was 
looked upon at first with some degree of suspicion. 
While the settlers were not above disputes and 
disagreements, the}* were too poor to engage in 
law suits, and what could not be settled bv a knock- 
down argument, had been allowed to go by de- 
fault. 

Mr Trafton, with wisdom and di^rnitv far beyond 
his years, soon established a reputation that gave 
him influence among the settlers for good, and 
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canu' 1') be looked up to as a IVii-iul. wiio \vo;iI;l 
ui\L- ad\iv*L* that would hv wise to follow, withor.t 
a ihou^lil on thf )iart ol'llu' reccixcrs that it was 
\aliiabie counsel that ounht to he ]\'iid for, and in 
most instances on aeeount of the po\erty of re- 
eei\ ers, was i^i\ en in the .same spirit. While for 
man\- \ears he was the onI\ lawxer north of IIoul- 
ton, his |^a\ iiiLi' ]^raetiee was \ ei'v small, and he 
found it neeessar\- to eni:ai;e in other business to 
make a Ii\inLi'. He thus bec.ime aeti\el\' euLraixcd 
in lumberini:', millinu- and faiinini:', doini,^ an im- 
portant work in the de\elopmenl of the ^'infant in- 
dustries" ol' t'ne new setlK:ment. 

lie was ]^ostmasier iVom iN.j[ to iS.fg, and from 
i<S:^:> to iS-vo. and for twehe \ears lilled the im- 
j^ortant and resp()n^ible i^osiiion of eount\- attor- 
ney In this time it fell to his lot to manatre foi' 
the State many im]')()rtant criminal matters, nota- 
bl\' the trial and eonx ietion (»f lames Matthews for 
murder in i^\^l. This ease he manaj^ed withor.t 
assistance auainsl eminent counsel en^iaiicd for the 
defence. This we t'link is the onl\- trial lor mur- 
der in an Aroostook court. Maltlicws was se:> 
tcnced to be han^vd, but ilied in pri-; )n before the 
execution of his sentence. Mr. Tralon had an 
import. int \y,\v\ in the lirsi atlcmpl to execute the 
then new prohibitor\' law, in the courts. Tlie lirst 
prosecutions aroused great intcrcsi: on tli^' part of 
the public, a larijfe m:ijorit\ of the peoj^lc of tin* 
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county at that time bcini»; apparently \ crv much 
a*2[ainst tlic law, and openly opposed to its enforce- 
ment. 

lie took an active and inlluential part in the or- 
ganization of the i^tli Maine Re<riment, and was 
offered tlie position of one of its tield officers, but 
decided that both his country and his own inter- 
i^sts demanded that it shoiild j^o to another. He 
has eyer remained a iViend oT the soldiers, and th.e 
cause for which the\' louuht. 

Mr. 'i'rait(yn's boyliood was spent amidst the 

UKJst popuhir da\s of Democratic sui^remacy, and 
he came to his maioritx' when it had obtained a 
]X)wer and inlhience pc.ssessed by no other part\' 
in the history of our country. How much this may 
hi\ehr.l to d > wit'i his dj:isio:i wj m ly njyer 
know, but this we do know, he cast his h)t with tliat 
nartx , and has alwaws been aconsistent, active work- 
er and leader amon^- its hosts. 

'J'hose famib'ar with the political history of oi:r 
country and State since i860 will see that this has 
been ^reatly to his disadvantage so far as political 
preferment was concerned. He has devoted him- 
self to his profession, maintaining a hijj^h reputation 
as a counselor, citizen and friend. In 1868 he was 

the candidate (^f his part\ for presidential elector. 
In 1S80 he was a deleoate to the Democratic r.a- 
tional con\ ention at Cincinatti. I'^or man\' ^•ears 
he hcus been president ol'the county brj" ahSc.ciallrLi, 



304 HISTORY OF FORT FAIRFIFLI). 



and held in hij^h esteem b\* liis professional 
associates. Of late \ ears he has been somewhat 
less active in politics, but is earnestlx* and success- 
i'ully enji^asi^ed in his professional duties. 

In 1^47 he embarked upon the matrimonial sea. 
lie married Miss Sarah Staple of Sani^^erville, Me., 
and laid the Ibundation for a ([uiet, peacef"! :-nd 
happy lile. To them have been born ciiildren, 
of whom two onlv ha\e lixed to \ears of maturitv: 
a devoted, lovely daughter, the wife ol'C B. Rob- 
erts, Esq., of Caribou, and Herbert W. Trailon, 
P2s(]., for two years the able and etHeient school 
director, under whose supervision town and vil- 
Ia<j:e schools have maintained their hiirh standin?^-. 
He has also served one term as deputy collector at 
this place, and is a member of the law firm of 
Tr.ifton and Trafton olthis xillauv. 

HON. NKHOLAS FKSSKNDKN. 

Nicholas Fessenden, son of llewett C and Marv 
T. I'essenden, and a *^randson of (jcneral Samuel 
I*\'ssenden of Portland, was born at Saco iri York 
countv, Noxember 2k1, 1S.17. In iSq^ his father 
remoxed to Eastnoit, in W^ishinjiton countw and 
there the subject of this sketch resided until man- 
hood, obtainini^ his education in the sjliools of 
Ivistport, then as now, amoni^* the best i:i tlie S^ite, 
at the Lewiston Vii\s academ .-, since kiunvn as 
the Edward Little Insti-ute, and at Howc'oin C)re''e. 
w'lich h: ealjrj:! ii iS)|. l\: i- '.id law wli'i lie 
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late John II. French of Enstport, and al<iO in the 
office of Gen. S. D. Leavitt, and was admitted to 
^^racticc at Machias in April, 1868. 

After practicing a year in Calais, and somethinj^f 
less than a year in Pembroke, Mr. Fessenden came 
to Fort Fairfield in October, 1871, where he has 
ever since resided, havin<2^ m.irried Laura E., daugh- 
ter of the late John Sterling, who was one of the 
pioneers of Fort Fairtield, or, as it was formcrlv 
called. Letter D, Range i. 

The village of Fort Fairtield in 187 1 was but a 
*'co:intry corner/' compared with the town of today; 

■ 

and law practice yielding but a trifling income, Mr. 
F'essenden devoted himsell'to teaching and waiting 
lor the business which he confidently believed 
would come with the <:rrowth of the town and sur- 
rounding country. 

At one time and another Mr. Fessenden has held 
various municipal offices. lie was the second 
town clerk ever elected, succeeding the late Hen- 
ry W. Hyde, ( who had held the office from the 
incorporation of the town in 1858, imtil his death 
in 187;^.) lie served one or more years as super- 
visor of schools and as a member ol' the board of 
school committee, and for eight successive years, 
from 1875 to 1883, was an active member of the 
board of municipal officers, interesting himself in 
ever\' measure wliich tended to advance the devel- 
opment and progress of the town, and losing no 
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opportunity to advocate wliatcVor seemed to prom- 
ise the Tiiture adxaneement of its prosperity. 

For lour years, from 1S77 to i<SSc), Mr. Kessen- 
den serxed the eountv as register ol* probate. In 
liSS^-.]. he wi.s a member of the executive council, 
duriniif (io\ ernor Robie's ilrst term, — was clerk of 
the Maine house ol* representatives in i^S5-7-(), ar.d 

in lanuarx', i<Sc}i, was elected secretarv oT State, 
the duties of which office he is dischariiinii: at 
the time ol'th.is writing-. 

For manv vears Mr. r\*ssenden has been closelx' 
identified with the i^reat order of Oddlellowship, 
and has been honored b\- the me:- bership with the 
office of grand master, and also orand represcPita- 
tive. 

The years from 187 1 until the present ha\e wit- 
nessed the most pronounced period ofii^rowth with 
which Fort Fairfield has been fa\()red. The vil- 
la":e in this time has i^rown from a hamlet of eiiiht 
business places and a scattered and strasi:i>lini^ row 
of dwellinjijs, into one (,f th.e piislvni;, thriving 
towns ol* the State, eniovini^ most oi' the modern 
privilej^es, such as waterworks, electric lii»htini«f 
and other conveniences which make towns pleas- 
ant and enjoyable, and it is fair to the subject ol' 
this sketch to sav that his inlluence has been con- 
stanth' and continuallv exercised in favor of anv- 
thini; conducin<^ to sound m'owth. 
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HON. M. N. nilKW. 

Morrill N. Drew, son of Hon. Icssc and Clara 
H. Wcllinoton Drew, was bcrn in Fort Fairticld 
Ma)' 17th, i<S6>. He was edueated in the public 
sjho )ls, IVitos collcLre and the IJoston university. 
He <»raduated from the law department of the lat- 
ter institution in i<SS5, and received the decree of 
L. L. B. 

He was admitted to tlie bar in Mav, iHiS:;, in 
Androscoo<rin countx', and durinir the summer of 
18S5 pursued the study of law in tlie office of 
Powers and Powers in Houlton. 

In October, iSH^, he commenced the practice of 
law at Fort Fairfield, and continued the practice 
of his profession until October, 1H93, when he re- 
moved to l^:)rtland to iorm a partnership with 
Rdjvi T. Whiteh ):isj, s:)n of Judi«:e William 
Penn Whitehouse. 

In i<SS6 he was unanimouslv nominated bv the 
Republican countv convention for the office oT 
countv attornex', and was elected, recei\in$i: the 
full party vote, and filling the office so acceptably 
that he received a unanimous nomination again, 
and was elected. In i<S8(S he was chairman ol'the 
Republican countv convention. •lie recei\ed a 
unanimous nomination lor the legislature in 1890, 
and elected by the largest majority ever given in 
the district, and again in 1892 receixeda unanimous 
nomination, and was ai^ain elected. In the Icijis- 
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latiuv he served on three eonimittees vi/: the ju- 
dieiarw the lei»al affairs aiul taxation. In 1SS7 he 
WMs appointt'il b\- (i()\crn()r lUirleiich one of the 
eoniniissioners t(; investiirate tlie eoiulition of al- 
fairs in Madawaska territorx". In iSSt) he was ap- 
pointed b\' (ioxcrnor I^nrlciLrh imi.' of tlie eonimis- 
sioncrs to eontraet lor. and purehasi' hind for the 
settlers in Madawaska territorx. In the periorni- 
anee of ali these ollieial duties Mr. Drew has dis- 
l^hixed marked abilitw and ui\ en the lu'st of satis- 
faeti(^n to tlie puhlie whom lie has ser\ ed. 

In iSc)j he was aetixe in forminu' the Fort T^iir- 
lield national bank, and was its ]>resident until ho 
remoxed to Portland. ^^)r four \ears and up to 
the time of his remoxal to l\)rtland, he was a di- 
reetor in Prescjue Isle national bank. 

In Deeember, iS()j, Mr. Drexv xvas married to 
Miss Surah Louisa, daughter of I Ion. Jesse Davis, 
of Lisbon, Maine. 

Hon. Morrill X. Ihexv has alxxaxs been a Re- 
publiean in ]>olities, and oeeuj^ied a u'(>od position 
amontx his |)artx assoeiates, and as aetive in poli- 
ties as has been eonsistent with eareful attention 
to his professional duties. Vntpiestionably. there 
is a briu'ht future before him, and an open t'leld, 
either in the line of his proi'ession or in the politi- 
eal xvorld. 

XXII. LiAM r. mm:.\i:. 

William T. Spear, the oldest son of Reuben T. 
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and Martha S. Spear, was born in Xcw X'incyard, 
Franklin coiint\', Maine, h'cbriiarx' i<), iN:;^; lived 
in New Portland until AujLC^.st, i(S62, when his par- 
ents eniii^rated to T^renu^nt plantation, now the 
town of Kaston, in this eonntw and settled on a 
new lot, 0:1 which the\' lived until 1^69, when 
they s:)ld and purchased the farm at E:istoa centre 
where his father resided until March, 1S94. ]Mr. 
Spear's father beins^, like many of the early settlers 
of Aroostook, ]".o()r, William was brouji^ht up to 
work on the rami, which he did either for his father 
or others, until twent\' \ears of a*j:e. 

Ilavino-, like man\' another farmer's bo\' in a 
new settlement, been deprixed of the privilege of 
attendini*' school durini»' the first twentv vears of 
his life, except for a few weeks in winter, his edu- 
cation i:)ractically bej^an in the fall of 1^7:5, when 
he attended a term ol' hiijh school in this town, 
taught bv lion. Nicholas Fessenden. T'rom that 
time until i<>'J'J Mr. Sj^.ear spent his time in attend-. 
ini>" our hi<^h school, with or.e term at Iloulton 
acadenr>', and teachinii". In the spring' of if>77 he 
entered the ollice of C T. Daniels, Ksq., then of 
Presciue Isle, to stud\- law. In the fall ofthatxear 

I. *■ ft. 

he entered the oHice of the late ludire H. K. 
D )w.u\s ofl^rjs pkM>L\ with whom h _' w .s as/():i- 
ated as a str.dent ar.d hnv partner, until No\ ember, 
iSSo. he ha\'in »• bjjn admitted t:) tlie Ar.rjstook bar 
in Februarx, 1S7S, wlien he rjiuoxed to Fort Fair- 
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field, \v!i.*:*o Ik* iv/ajticj:! his pi\)fc:ssi )n until 
April, 1SS2, when i.o rcmoNcd to Iloiillon and 
formed a co-partnership with lion. \'inal I>. Wil- 
son, with whom he was associated until lana ir\ i, 

Politieally, Mr. Spear has alwa\s been a Demo- 
crat, and as such, during the past eighteen years 
has taken an acti\ e interest in politics, discussin*;' 
in nearly e^ ery cani]\aii;*n j"5olitical ipiLStions in the 
press and from the st/.mp. 1''<j' j e\ eral \ears he 
has ser\ ed on the town and c(>unt\" committees ol* 
his part\- and been a delcf^ate to several State con- 
ventions. 

In iSy(') he was thj Democratic candidate lor 
rejifister of probate, but was defeated by Hon. X. 
I*\\ssenden. In iSSohe was unanimoush* re-nomi- 
nated for that otlice and elected, serving four years. 
In April, 1S85, he was ai)pointed deputy collector 
of customs at Iloulton, and served in that ca]xi .it\' 
until lune, i^>^S, when he resiuncd to return to 
Vovl Fairtield to resume the j^ractice of law, where 
he has since resided. In iS()J, Mr. Spear w;is 
unanimouslv ncMiiinatcd as the Democratic candi- 
date for jud<^e of j'Jrobate, but the Rej^ublicans 
carrvini^the countv, he was defeated, lie is now 
servinii: as a depulv colle»:tor c^fcustoms, to which 
ollice he w.is a]')p(:inlcd in June, iS'),v Durini>" his 
residence in Prescjue Isle he served on the school 
committee, or as superxisor, and irom i«S8i to '8 J, 
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occiii')iccl the ()\]\cc oi'towii clerk of Fort Fairfiekl. 

October i4tli, liSS:;, he was married to Annie L., 
danohter of Rev. janies Hennct, 1). I)., of St. 
John, X. H., b\- wh(;ni lie has one child, a son, 
Janies Hennet Spear, born Xoveniber i6th, 1S91. 

He has alwaxs taken a li\el\- interest in ediica- 
tional and other matters that tend to build up his 
town, and .ad\ance th.e prosperit\- of Aroostook 
cour.tx'. 

* 

loiiN N. r.i:ii)(;Ks. 

John X. Hrid<;es was born in Medd\ bemps, Me., 
Xov. 1 6th, 1S66, and was educated in the public 
schools of ]iis.r.ati\e town and of th.e cit\- of Cal- 
ais. lie con:menced tlie stiidv (;f law in the ollice 
and with A. MacXicl:(;l of Calais, and was admit- 
ted to the Washiniiton count\- bar, ludire Kmerv 
presiding-, in October, icSt)^. 

After a i')ractice of one \ear in Cahiis, b.e m;;r- 
ried and immediatel\- came to Fort b'airfield and 
opened an olHjc, and is receivini>' a ^ood share of 
bi:siness in his profe^^sion. 

IIEKIIICKT I'. rowiiKs. 

IIeibert'J\ Powers was b(;rn in bittstield, Me., 
XoNcmber i,^th, 1870; was edr.cated in tb.e piblic 
and hio'h schocjls. lie was admitted to tl.e 1 ar in 
Somerset coi.nty in September. 1^92, and ^( en a-l- 
ter CQ»nmcncctl the practice c f h.w in Blair.e, in 
tjiih count\'. (ji|^e year later he Ibur.d a Lccd of en- 
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inirin the vilhujfc of Ft. FairHcld, and took the office 
made vaeant by the removal of Hon. M. N. Drew 
to Porthind. lie has secured a i«:ood practice, and 
is making; manv friends. He is unmarried and is 
counted amonj^ the most promisinj^ young men of 
the daw 

WILUKKT I.. IJARTLETT. 

Mr. Wilbert L. Bartlett, aitcr seven years of law 
practice, in the fall of 1893 decided to open an of- 
llcc in the village of Fort Fairfield. Mr. Bartlett 
is an easy public speaker, a Republican in politics, 
and is building up a good practice. 

UliRHERT W. TRAFTOy. 

Herbert W. Tral'ton, only son of Hon. John B. 
Traftcn ard Sarah Trifle n < T Fcit Fail field, was 
born thirty years ago. He graduated from Colby 
university in the class of '86. He hticicd K.w 
with C. B. Roberts of Caribou and with J. B. Traf- 
ton ol Fort Fairfield, and was admitted to the 
Aroostook count\* bar at the February term of the 
supreme judicial court in 1891. In August of the 
same >ear he was united in marriaire to Miss Kate 
P. Winslow. 

Mr. Trafton has served one term as deputy col- 
lector at Fort Fairfield, and two years as schccl 
supervisor, and is actively engaged in the law bus- 
iness under the firm name of Trafton and Trafton, 
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CHAPTER XLII. 

PROFESSIOXAL MKX COXTINIKD. 

REV. GEO. R. IIESCOCK. 

George B. Hcscock was born in Abbot, Piscat- 
aquis county, Maine, in 1842. Before his majority 
he was actively enoraofecl in the war of the Rebellion, 
faithfully perforniins: the duties of a soldier until 
the battle of the Wilderness in May, 1864. In that 
memorable battle he was wounded; this was fol- 
lowed b}' weary months in the hospital, a furlough 
to return home, and final discharge for disability. 

With health impaired, he set himself about se- 
curing a practical education, selecting teaching as 
a profession. This he followed until the fall of 
1888, when he entered into an arrangement with 
the Congregational society of this village to supply 
their pulpit for an indefinite time with the view 
of becoming their pastor, should the relations 
thus formed prove to be mutually satisfactory. 

On the 28th of March, 1889, he was ordained to 
the gospel ministry and installed pastor of the Fort 
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Fairliold Coni^rcualional Cluirch. Since that time 
liic Rev. Mr. Ilescoek has with p'cat acceptability 
clischari,a*cl the important and responsible duties 
incr.mber.t r.j'on that (jffiee, ar.d is held in hi.^h 
esteem b\' all the ju'ople who know him. 

i:i:\'. 1. II. IJARKICR, M. I). 

Dr. Harker, the present pastor ol' the Methodist 
Kpiscojial Church, was born in Shettield. Snnbury 
coiintw Xew Hrunswick. lie uradiiated from 
Harvard medical school ir. i>>=,i). He practiced 
medicine in New Brunswick for thirtx' vears. 
J)urinii' his medic.il ]iractice he was a Christian 
worker, aidiuij^ the local pastors in their work. 
Vov a loni»- time h.e had been stronulv inclir.ed 
towards tlie work of the regular ministry In the 
si'jrinLi* of iSS() he made application ar.d was ad- 
mitted into I*]ast Maine conference ar«U joined th.e 
itinerant ranks. 

The immediate cause of the doctc.r's ^ixiniif him- 
sj!C to this woi'k was th.e immediate and miracu- 
lous healinL;' of his present wife in A]^ril of 1SS5. 
She had b.ecn a spiPial ir.valid for romteen \ears; 
she had heen treated b\" mar.\' iicod plnsicians, 
who had lailed to help h.er. In the sprinji^ of that 
\ear, in answer to the pra\er olTaith, she received 
the healin«i touch oj'the (ireat Phvsician, and from 
a state of extreme emaciation ar.d almost total pa- 
ralvsis. she rose immediatel\- and walked. 

Or.e \ear after h.er healimj: she was u.nited to Dr. 



HISTORY OF FORT FAIRFIELD. 315 

Barker in marria^fc, and for nine vcars thcv have 
been eng:ao*ecl in earnest and faithlul work in build- 
ing up the kins^dom of Christ. A little one two 
vcars and eijj^ht months old now cheers the parson- 
ai>e home in Fort Fairticld. 

The doctor's first wife was a Miss Tax lor of 
Sheffield, and a niece of ex-Ciovernor Tilley 
of New Brunswick. She left five children, three 
sons and two dauiJ:hters. Two of his sons are in 
business in Oakland, California, and the third is 
pastor of a Methodist church at Red Deer, Alber- 
ta countv. Northwest Territorx*, Dominion of Can- 
ada. His dauii^hter Stella is now cashier of the 
international steamship companv, T^astport, ^le. 
The other daughter is at home with her parents at 
the Foit I'airtield parsonaji^e. 

The pastor's present relations with his society 
and the people of this town have been eminentlx' 
pleasant and profitable, and the prospect is t'nat the 
annual" conference soon to meet at Iloulton will 
not break the bonds that now unite pastor and peo- 
ple. 

Ri:v. (;k(). TUirc'K nkholson. 

Georji^e Bruce Nicholson was born in Boston,* 
Massachusetts, in 1862. After spending the usual 
time in the public schools, in 1S80 he ji^raduated 
from the Greenville, N. Y., militarv academv in 
view of enterinii: the West Point militarv academv. 

That plan was abandoned, and he cmraired in busi- 
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ncss. In i^SSi he was ni.irricd to Miss Adchitdc 
Smith of Boston. Subscqucntlv, haviniJ: a call to 
the ministry, he cn<:af::cd in a thoroiij^h preparation 
for that work, and in tS<)i was ordained deacon in 
the cathedral of St. Luke, Portland, Maine. He 
then went to Massachusetts and was in charge, 
temporarily, of St. James Church, Somerville. 

In the fall of 1S92 he was stationed at Fort Fair- 
lield, Maine, hv Ritrht Reverend Dr. Neeh, bishop 
of Maine, and also placed in cliarue (»f Caribou, 
and later of Limestone, in the fall of iS()3 he 
was advanced to the priesthood by the Riji:ht Rev- 
erend Bishop Xeel\- in St. PauTs Episcopal Church, 
Fort Fairfield. At the organization of the convo- 
cation of Aroostook, he was elected dean of the 
convocation, and instituted into the office bv the 
bishop. 

KFA'. (;i:or(;k k. KM:KL.\\r>. 

Mr. Kneeland isa V('Un^ man who is now, after 
nearh' two \ ears with the Fort I^'airtield Free Bap- 
tist Church, servinji: them with ij^reat acceptability. 

He is provini( to be a faithful and industrious 
pastor, devoted to his work, and in connection 
with his estimable wife, is doinu: j»ood work for 
the Master. 

WILLIAM PKNN VAKNKV. 

William Penn Varnev was born in Albion, Me., 
May 20th, 1832. His parents were members of 
the societv of Friends, and through all his vears 
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up to earl\ manhood the influence of that society 
entered lamelv into his social surroundings. 

In [8;^ he married Lvdia Cook of China, Maine, 
and in i860 removed to Fort Fairfield and h:)cated 
in the south part of t!ie town, in a new neif^libor- 
hood made of members of that so. iet\*. lie com- 
menced to make a home in the unbroken wilder- 
ness, and upon this location he has remained until 
the present time. To them have been born six 
children, two of whom have passed over to the bet- 
ter land, two are r'arried and Inne pleasant and 
happy honiL^s, within an hour's ride of the home of 
iheir childhood, while the youngest two are not 
vet ol'a^e. 

In the organization of the Maple Grove Friends 
sj:ijLV, Mr. Varnjv tj:)k an a:tivj and influential 
part, and from the first was an active and worthy 
member, and in 1882, he became a recognized 
minister bv the societv oi* which he had lon<j been 
a member; a position he has uninterruptedly filled 
until the present time. While his ministerial labors 
have been principally with this society, Mr. Var- 
nev is held in hicrh esteem in the communitv, and 
is active and outspoken on all questions of reform. 

REV. ELimiOGE KNIGHT. 

Elbridge Knight was born in Newport, New^ 
York, July 19th, 181 2. lie was educated in the 
public schools and Phillips academy, Andover, 
Mass., where he spent four vears in the studv ol 
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t'l; hi ^'kt \i \j:]\>^ 1) mi;'k'^. cl H'ii j -; a i 1 c\v\\ c \ • 
ii^livjjri 1 r. 11<^' w.i ; pr.)['c>^ >:* o'/ in i:lij;n iti j > a i 1 
tli'j >!.) :'y in 1 1 ku : ; th/ )I.)4i.: i' i:i 'i'jrutj,Pi\ mi ) .it'i. 
New I iMiv^s'iiro. W'iiilc jv.-iiuipil of L':* it'c-;') r.' v' 
aj:i:UMii\-, (".allsbiirv, \'c:;ii ):il, Vaj \'criii)i!. iiii- 
\crsil\' coiilVriL'.l uj):):i him taj tU'^iw of A. AT. 
He was mirricd Dj^cni!^;."/ lolh, iS|i, in Monr- 
pL'licr, \'t., to Miss Annj W'hitton of Boston, Mass. 
She was horn in Roehester, \'t., April hlh, iSif). 
To tlieni ha\e been bora nine ehildren: Ilerniin 
Knight, born in Dew^eniber, ;S|2, and now re- 
sidinii' in Fort Fairfu'Id. llonur \V., now residinif 
in Boston, Mass., Mar\' Anna, deceased, Klhi Maw 
now residing' in Presqae Isle, IlerJK'rt I)., — in bus- 
iness at Prescjue Isle, died in I'\'bruar\-, 1^94, — Kf- 
lk\ now in Boston, Mass., llenr\' ElbridiiV, now in 
Colorado. Dora Ivaniec, djjeasjd, and Adelbert II., 
who now resides on the old homestead in Fort 
Fairlield. 

In i<S52 he bejomj th;* a^tini;- i").isLor ol* the Con- 
trrcuational Chureh, whieh relation he sustained 
for nearly tilteen years. He was social and ap- 
proachable, ar.d gained the eontidence of old and 
v()uni>-. His conii'rei^ations were lifood, and while 
much ofhi^ time was taken with his ollicial duties, 
he made him a comfortable home and liood farm 
out of tlic wilderness. An idea of the ministerial 
work mav be obtained when we realize the bad 
rendition of the roads, and that his labors extend- 
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cd to IJttlcton, A\'ashbr.rn, Linicslor.c ap.cl nciirh- 
borinu* nlaiitalici'.s. In i\ sinulc iva r.tli he tra\ c!ccl 
()\cr three hiindrccl miles in LCoinLT to a'.id reti:rr.in«4 
from rmierals. His earlv training' as a civil en^in- 
cer was of i><)od r.se in tlie new eoimtrw 15v his 
careful woik and uood ad\ice man\ disputes abort 
boundary lir.es were settled. lie was for a time 
in th»e employ of the State in lotting' oi:t tlie land 
iA' tlie settlers under t!ie Webster-Ashburton 
treatv, arid lotted the t(>wn of Waslibr.rn lor set- 
tlemer.t. 

As a public speaker he was logical, earnest and 
cfTective, alwa\s carr\ini>* the con\.iciion to his 
hearers that he belie\ed wh.at h.e pre:ich.ed. Mr. 
Knii»ht w;is ;in earnest anti-sla\erv iVian, and wlien 
the struiiiLile for supremacy came he w:ii; an earr.- 
est l^epublica.n. 

With sla\ er\- destro\ed, he looked r.pon inten> 

perance as its L^reat twin evil, and believini*: th.e 

orii^ani/ation of a distinct political paity, th.e best 

means to secure its o.erthiow, he 1k;s bec(:n:e an 

earnest and cor.scientious Prohibitior.ist. 

Comini;- to a \:c\v countrv with its hardships.ard 
pri\ati(;i"is, h.e cheerfnlK- accejUed the situation, 
and has been a raithi'ul ;:r.d srccessful wciker in 
adxancini;" its interests ar.d uer.er;il pr(.^ jxrity. 
and b\- reading and sti;d\- luis kept well abreast ef 
its stead\- advarcemer.t, and at th.e r.i^e cl eighty- 
two is well posted in public affaiis, ar.d an intere^-t- 
iui^^ Ond insti-i:cti\e e(»^vcri'Ati.onaMst» 
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CHAPTER XLIII. 

sociktiks. 
(;rand army of the rffiijlic. 

It was not until 1882 that the ex-soldiers of Fort 
Fairfield decided to orji^anize a Grand Army post. 
This organization, perfected by the mustering in 
and election of the proper officers, brought togeth- 
er from time to time the "old soldiers" and revived 
old associations, and kep!: the fires of patriotism 
burning. Since its first organization in October, 
18S2, there have been mustered into- the post one 
hundred and twenty members. The source from 
which numbers can be drawn point forward to the 
time when this organization must become extinct. 
None but men who have served in the Union ar- 
my in defence of the Union and have an honora- 
ble discharge are eligible to membership, and 
when death invades their ranks it leaves them 
without the means of re-filling them. In a few 
short years the last meeting will be called to or- 
der, the last campfire enjoyed and the last recital 
of reminiscences been midv, 
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Already thirtj- of the veteran comrades have 
been honorably discharged; fourteen have an- 
swered to the last roll call, and others have removed 
to other states, while holding their membership 
here, leaving many vacant seats. 

The strong hold and kind remembrance in which 
this organization now stands will best be understood 
by future generations, from the consideration that 
a da\* has been set apart by the nation, in w^hich 
all the loyal people of the country join the Grand 
Army posts in decorating soldiers' graves, and 
assemble for memorial addresses; and inthis3ear, 

A. D. 1894, nearly Ibrt}' years alter the close of 
the war, the people assembled at their annual 
town meeting voted to appropriate fifty dollars for 
the use of Kilpatrick Post, G. A. R., to aid in ap- 
propriately observing Memorial Day. 

MASONS. 

Eastern Frontier Lodge No. 112, F. and A. M., 
was organized May 8th, 1862, and has been regu- 
larly at labor until the present time. The follow- 
ing are the charter members: F. W. Smith, D. W. 
Orcutt, E. P. Whitney, J. B. Robbins, II. L. Fos- 
ter, J. B. Trafton, James Doyle, A. P. Wellington, 

B. T. Durgin, Isaac Hacker and E. G. Decker. 
Up to the present time it has conferred the de- 
gree of master mason upon two hundred persons, 
counting amongr its members manv of the most re- 
liable citizens of this and adjoining toMms; thirty- 
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three lia\ c died, others h;i\ e deir.itted to j(;in sis- 
ter lodges, and (/thers to renvAe to otlier loealities, 
until the ] reseiU nienilxMsb.ip is reduced to (.nc 
hundred. I'^)rt\'-t\vo ol its members were in the 
I'^nion armv in the war ol' the Rebellion. Al'teF 
m in\' e!im>;es. it is 1 ).Mte.l in a bvM.itirul h.ill up- 
on the second floor of a fine buildinir owned bv 
tlie fraternitw The Tollowinu- are the (Jiicers: W. 
\\\ Sloco. b, W. M.: 10. L. Ilouf'hton, S. \\\; (1. 
S. Stevens, ). W.: ). S. Ilall, treasurer; N. II. 
Martin, secretarx : II. W. Tralton, S. I).: V, L'. 
lelTs, I. I).; C). S. CJinn, S. S.: \V. S. Davidson, 1. 
S., and S. F. Lord, T. 

ODD riCM.ows. 

Pioneer Lod^e Xo. 77, I. 1. (). V,. b^)rt b'airfield, 
Maine, was instituted b\*l')ruar\' 2jd, iSSi. 

There was ;it that time but li\e Odd l'\'llows to 
be four.d in tb.e C( i:p.t\', \:/: Rc\. (r. M. Park, ). 
A. I?ridji,es, V, lores, 1^. \\\ I.<;wih*\' «u:d 1. A.I5i/- 
/eil. 

'I'hese, together with seven others upon wh(/m 
tie desirees were coiiferred at that tin'.e, coi^.stitUited 
the charter members of the lod^e. 

The first ollicers were as follows: Re\'. (j. M. 
Park, X. (i. : I. A. Bridges, V. (i. : X. 1 1. Martin, sec- 
rclaiy: ). L". I.iint, tn-asuror: II. \. (loodluic, \V.; 
C. I). Cutis. C; 11. I). -Mills. ). I).: S. M. (irant, 
R. S. S.; b\ A. Hu/zell, L. S. S.; V. A. (irant, R. 
S. X. (j.: C VI, I\)wers, I.. S. X. (1.: \\\ R. (irant. 
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cliaplain; A. (). French, R. S. V. (j., and N. G. 
(iilhcrt, N. S. y. (j. 

With the lirst \car h)cli>vs at Hoiilton, Caribou 
a v.l Pi-c>:iij Isle w^L'c instit;jtj:l, the charter mem- 
bers withdrawinor from t!ie l^'ort I'airtield lod<i:e. 
'J'heN' now have a larw and Hoiirishin<j: ladji^e of one 
hundred and forty members, and own the post oflice 
buildimy, with a hiri^fc and well furnished hall on 
t!ie second floor. 

THE KNC'AMI'MKNT. 

On February 24th, 18S4, Northern Light En- 
campment No. 142 was instituted, with thirteen 
charter members and the followinij officers: E. E. 
Scates, C. P.; J. S. Stevens, II. P.; D. S. Jones, S. 
AV.; C. D. Cutts, J. W.; E. C Betts, secretary, and 
l'\ S. Burpee, treasurer. 

The charter members of the encampment at 
Presque Isle have withdrawn, and vet thev have 
a Hourishinji^ membership of eightv-seven. 

CANTON WA15ASSO. 

June 26th, iS<SS, Canton Wabasso, No. 22 was 

instituted, with twent\-iivc charter members, and 

the following officers: C. I). Cutts, captain; (jco. 
E. Bartlett, lieutenarit: II. N. Goodhue, ensign; 
E. E. vScates, clerk, and B. T. Durgin, treasurer. 

Alter the withdrawal of charter members for 
Canton Columbia, Presque Isle, and Canton IIoul- 
ton, lloulton. Me., this canton has tiftv active (uni- 
formed) members, with C. D. Cutts, captain, and 
E. E. Scates, clerk. 
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OTHER SOCIETIES. 

There is also a lodf^e of the Kni<»:hts of Pythias, 
with Dr. J. II. Murphy C C. and II. T. Powers K. 
of R. and S.; a lodjije of the Independent Order of 
Foresters, — G. W. Richardson (\ R., and C. I^. 
Richards F. secretary; the Kniijhts of the Golden 
Rule, and the usual societies of younj^ people con- 
nected with the several churches. 

Both the W. (■. T. U. and the non-paitisan W. 
(\ T. IT. have flourishin<; societies. The Chatauqua 
('ircle has its regular meetings, and has an active, 
intellij^ent membership. 

FORT FAUiFIEIJ) M \\ I, I «S94. 

In addition to all the other advantages. Fort 
Fairfield in 1S94 has one (f the finest water sys- 
tems in the country. The quality of the water 
cannot be surpassed, and with a pressure of sixty 
pounds to the square inch, it gives the best possi- 
ble protection against lire. Lying along the Aroos- 
took ri\ er, a perfect svstem of sewerage can easily 
be secured, and within easy reach is a waterpower 
by which electric lights, and power for street rail- 
ways and manufacturing, are at her command. 

While broad farms dot her hillsides and valleys, 
there are beautiful forests to make a varying land- 
scape, and without marring its beauty, many more 
broad acres mav be subdued. 

Her wealthy farmers, her active, enterprising 
business men, her able and reliable professional 
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men, have alreadv laid the rouiulation, and the na- 
tiiral development and prosperity of a few more 
years will see a live, flourishing and prosperous 
eit\. It is fitting and proper, in elosing this his- 
tory', to give brief biographieal sketehes, not only 
of those who laid the foundation, and those who 
are manor born, but of those who are the aetive 
and «uc.;cssful workers of the present da}-. 



.^^'> 



iiisi\)i<v (>:•' i\)iir rAiin-'iici.!). 



CHAPTKR XLI\'. 

DJCAt'oN IMK.WI ^^ i'i:\ I.NS. 

Ilirani Stcxcns was hf)rii i.i tlic t(AVii ol StroiiLi", 

« 

now h^'aiikliii county, Maine, in April, iSiS. I lis 
father rcnioN ccl to North Salom. and IVoni tlicre to 
Abbott, PisvMtati jis count\', before his niajoi it\". 

In the winter of iS:»S and i^,-;^^ the disj^ute in 
reiiard to llie r.ortheast boiMular\- ha\ inij; ciihninated 
in actual hostihties. he stood ihiee siieeessi\ e drafts 
in the town of San^erx ille, where lie had been at 
work for about one year. Heini;' disai')pointed in 
Ids hojK's of beinu" Iiit In' the draft, he was fortu- 
nate in lindini»' (M'.e clthe drafted n:en of that town, 
Mr. losei'jh Parslex', wlio thd not take kindlv to tlie 
exposures and danirers ol' tlie war. who w.is .i^lad 
to<»i\e him the maLrnitieent sum of twent\' dollars, 
all in cash and atcaie pa\ ment, to take his plaee in 
the ranks, and leave him in t!ie luvieeful enjoynlent 
ol' home, secure from tiie exj'Josure and hartlshij^s, 
if not da'ij.ers, ol'a fionlier war. 

With the other drafted men he was immLdiatcK 
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takon to Ranj^or, where their number was made up 
to two hundred men. In two da\ s they were start- 
ed lor tlie Aroostook, under tlie ecunmand of Lieu- 
tenant Dunninu;, their destination beinji^ townsliip 
Letter D, l\in<2; on the boundarx' line between 
Maine ^ard New Brunswiek, which is now the 
soutli half ol'the town of Fort Fairlield. 

There were manv wearv da\s of travel throuij:li 
damp snow before tliey arri\ed at Houlton, where 
thev were alh)wed to remain one whole day, to 
reeei\'e military instruetions. One da\'s mareh 
from Iloulton broiijjjht them to the end (A' th^e road 
in Montieello. 

From Montieello they made their way to Presque 
Isle, throuiih lumber roads where they could be 
found, and euttini^ temporary roads the rest of the 
wa\'. The soldiers who were sent to Fort Fair- 
held before this detachment, went throujih Patten 
and struck the Aroostook river at Masardis, and 
came d(;wn the river on tlie ice. 

Presque Isle village at that time consisted of a 

sawmill and gristmill combined, a small loij lior.se 
and framed barn or stable. In about one month 
after leaxin^ Bangor an order reached them to dis- 
c^har^e all the drafted men, and secure as man\' as 
chose td remain as volunteers, at one dollar ) er 
da\*. A lar/j^e majority had seen quite encn^j^h (,f 
the hardships of frontier life, and gladly availed 
themselves of the opportunity to return to their 
homes. 
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Mr. Stevens east his lot amonji^ the minority, 
and became actively identified with the work of 
the volunteer force. 

Those coming under the first and second drafts 
had built a boom across the Aroostook river, near 
the head of what was then known as BurtselTs 
island, to stop the pine timber that had been cut 
that winter. 

Alter the militia was disbanded, the volunteer 
force built a large blockhouse on Fort Ilill, with a 
heavv stockade around it, and a smiill one on the 
site where Mr. x\rthur Libb\ \s dwelling; house now 
stands, where a six pound brass cannon was 
mounted with grape and cannister to protect the 
boom. This cannon has an unwritten historv. 
How it afterwards found its wav to I'ort Kent, and 
suddenlv and mvsteriouslv turned up in time for a 
4th of July celebration at Fort Fairfield since the 
late war, and as mysteriousl}' disappears, only to 
return when the bovs decide to celebrate some 
<rreat event, are anrjn<j: the mvsteries that should 
not be revealed in the lifetime of those active in 
the exciting times. 

The entire service of the boom was confined to* 
stopping timber in the spring of 1S39, and that 
timber was nearly all used in building the above 
named blockhouses. While it is possible at ex- 
tr^^Mne low water to find the bottom of one or more 
piers, it would be impossible to clctcrmine its ex- 
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act location. The nearest post office was Houlton, 
and David Bubar was hired bv the volunteers dur- 
ing the summer of 1839 to carry the mail, lie 
carried the mail on his back, and made the trip 
once in two weeks. 

The most of the summer of 1839 was consumed 
in constructinor a road from the Fort to Monticel- 
lo. A force of eighty men was divided into two 
crews, and alternate sections from three to live 
miles each were built bv them. Mr. Stevens had 
charge of one of these crews until the road was 
completed via Presque Isle to Monticello, then he 
was employed in building a bridge across the 
stream at Monticello. While thus engaged, he 
was ordered to go to Fort Kent and take charge 
ol building a blockhouse at that point, together 
with building a pier in Fish river. This was com- 
pleted in the winter of 1839-40. 

His position while employed by the State gave 
him a good chance to become acquainted with the 
countr}., and l:d to his deciding to make a farm 
near the centre of Letter D township, lie fol- 
lowed the lot line for one and one half miles from 
the State road into an unbroken wilderness, and 
took two beautiful quarter sections of land, a large 
part of which is now embraced in the vjxluable 
farms of Messrs. James R. and Reuben Thurlough, 
in the Maple Grove settlement. 

In 1842, five acres of trees were felled, and the 
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followini;* ^;prinij: the land was cleared and put 
into erop. In i«^44 larLfer inipr()\enicnts had been 
made and a house and barii had been erected ; 
and on r\bruary 2.^, ^^[^- he was married to 
Miss Dorcas !>. \\'hitne\', dauiihter of William 
\Vhitne\, who with his Tamih' had mc^ved into this 

* * 

t )wn three or four \ears before. 

Mr. StcNcns was a r-'an ol' i^reat physical lorcc, 
ol' temperate habits, and of indomitable will. 
Only a few years were recpiired to brin^ out of the 
wilderness, a beautiful, well cultivated ihrm. A 
part from the north side had been sold to his 
b,rother and passed into other hands, and in 1S64 
he sold to a Mr. Ilinkley of l>an^(jr, for $2,000, and 
with his wife and \'oun<>' famih' moved on to a 
new larm in the northwest nart of the oriirinal 
Letter D plantation. Here he went to work to 
make a larger farm and to add to this a valuable 
mill propertx". T^indinij^ on his farm and land 
adjoining- a Iaru.e amount ol cedai* timber, in 
iSoy he erected a steam shiuiile mill and at once 
commenced the maufacturin<>- of cedar shinii^les. 
'J'his proved a \ cry successful operation, and was 
carried on successful I \' for several \ears. 

While en^a^ed in this business, in Julw 1867, he 

niet with a sad atHiction in the death of his wife, 

leavinix him with a famil\- of nine children, — five 

sons and ibur dauirhters. 

. With his gnjwinii; business interests and this 
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Iar<^c famiK% an early marriage became almost a 
necessity, and in June, 1868, he was united for the 
second time in marriage to Miss Sarah A. Good- 
hue. 

Findiiii^ his milling operations so successful, and 
his sons disposed to remain with him and help car- 
rv on the business, he beij:an to look for a more 
desirable location. In 1879 he succeeded in buy- 
ing a most desirable farm on the Aroostook river, 
where he immediatel\- commenced to build up his 
present extensive and valuiible mill property. In 
1S75, death for the second time deprived him of 
his wife, and again his home is made complete in 
his marriaw to Mrs. Annabel Ilamm. 

In 1 88 1 he sold his farm and tirst mill lor $5,000, 
and since that time has been constantly and sue- 
cessfully engaged in the lumbering and milling 
business. Here the foundation was laid to carry 
on a business that has united with him his live 
sons lor its successful management. This move- 
ment called for a large increase of capital, and has 
culminated in the building up of one of the finest 
and most valuable properties on the Aroostook 
river. 

THK STEVENS LUMHEK COMPANY. 

The vStevcns lumber company was incorporated 
in 1893. The property embraced in this company 
was purchased and built up by Iliram Stevens and 
company, and has been in successful operation 
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ncarlv ci<i:htccn \cars, and consists of a beautiful 
stretch of interval on the soiitli bank of the Aroos- 
took river nearl\' one and one half miles in lensj^th, 
upon which is located their mills consistini^ of 
six shingle machines, one clapboard m:u:hine and 
clapboard ]')laner, one "'rotary" saw with i^anii^ 
edi^e, a lath machine and board planer, all com- 
plete lor iirst class work: the i')ower is a one hin^- 
dred and sixty horse j^ower engine, a dam at the 
loot oT an island and boom extendinj; np the river, 
lit up by electric lij>hts by ni<i;ht lor catchinji^ and 
sortinjx lumber, makini^it complete ibr a first class 
business. In connection with this mill there arc 
six line residences occupied by the several mem- 
bers of the firm, a larjie boarding house, and 
scNcral houses built lor and occupied by men in 
their emplow with all neccessar\- outbuildinji^ for 
storino* miuiufactured lumber, and such farm build- 
iuLcand stablinir as their br.sir.css ar.d tl:e stretch 
of land the\' own require, makinij; it one of the 
best arraui^ed, best located and most desirable pieces 
of property in the countrv. In addition to the 
home ]')ropert\' the C()mpan\ own a larue mill with 
one of the best water powers in New Hrunswick, 
on Salmon i'i\ er, where two members of the firm 
are employed the most of the time. 

The Salmon Ri\cr mills has two more shingle 
saws, but in other respects is a c(^)unterpart of tlic 
home mill. 
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The ninnin<; of these mills <xives direet em- 
ployment to nint3-foiir men, and in addition to 
these, the loading of ears, the handling of lumber 
in the boom, and all other work that neeessarily 
becomes a part of the business, gives employment 
ibr 'other help. Through the winter months the 
semiring of lumber for their mills gives employ- 
ment to at least three hundred men, besides man\ 
teams. 

That part of the property in this town embraces 
about two hundred acres, the most of which is un- 
der cultivation. 

The company consists of Messrs. Iliram Stev- 
ens, Levi W. Stevens, A. E. Stevens, II. D. Stev- 
ens and C. II. Ste^ens. The capital stock of the 
company is $100,000, of which $72,200 is paid up. 

Mr. Le\ i W. Ste\ens since his maioritv, with 
the exception oT six years, has remained with his 
father, and for the last eighteen vears has been in 
company with him in business, and now has the 
general management of the Stevensville mills. 

James S. wSteven^ the second son, has always 

been with his father, either at work or as a partner 
in business, and has the wneral manairement of 
the Salmon River mills. 

A. E. Stevens is in the store, and book-keeper 
and secretary i')r the company, at Stevensville. 

II. D. Stevens occupies a line residence in this 
village, and assists in a general oversight of their 
extensive business at Stevensville. 
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'I'hc x'oiinufcst s:)n ivjcivcd t!ic ad\ant:i'j:c s ol* a 
liberal CLiuation. lie is a Lcniduatc of liie Miinj 
State a'^rieiiUural colleirc. He is at the S.ilni):i 
]^i\er mills, assistiivj: his brother in iheir nianaire- 
nient. 

All ine of tliese Siieeessfiil business men ha\c 
\visel\- chosen tlie m irria^ce relation, and ha\ e do- 
lii^htliil, hap]'>y homes and interesting,^ Families, witli 
every assurance that in the future as at present, 
they will Hll a larii^e place in the social .and busi- 
ness relations ol'our town. 

\Vit*i schools and reliizious meetini^^s established 
lor those in their emplow Stevensville is one ol'tlie 
most orderly and happy neiii^hborhoods to be found 
in man\' a da\'s travel. 
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CI lA ITER XLV. 
c AiMwiN sti:piik\ n. PArnci:. 

Stcplicn Burbank Pattcc, son of the Rev. ^ohn 
Pattcc, was born in I loldcrncss, X. II., I'\'V.ni:ir\' 
nth, iSi::: wlicn about twelve \ ears old he was 
left larjifch" to depend upon himself. l'\)r a t'mc 
he was employed on a schooner making' reji^ular 
trips b/ctween Han<i<)r and Boston; then he was 
cmploNcd in a baker\- and coni'ectioner .' est d lish- 
ment. 

In 1S39 '^^* married Miss Philenia Ward Ciood- 
hue, and sof)n after I'cmovcd to Aroostook count w 
b^or a short time he was in business in Iloulton, in 
companv with Timoth\- b'risbce. 

March 17, i<S^9, he was a niL-mber of the l>;ir- 
Li^or rifle comj^any, and under Lieute:iant Coll(;n 
reported to the commandinu^ ollicer fc.r dut> . 
Prom the tirst his abilit\- as a h adcr \\;:s rcco'^- 
ni/ed, and ibr his entire period of scr\ ice o!' nc;.r- 
1\' a \ear, he b.ad charue of men and was entri s- 
ed with important duties. 

In command at t'.u upp^jr bl;;ckh j:iSw\ up ):i c:;- 
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plorinj^ expeditions, and as deputy sheriff, his du- 
ties were discharj^ed faithfully, prudently, and in a 
fearless manner. 

It was not until iS^^ that we be^^ime personally 
ae(|uainted with Captain Pattee; he was then en- 
iraired in business at what was then known as 
'"down to Pattee's." The sawmill was in opera- 
tion, and he and Albion I^. Ilavwood had formed 
a eo-partnership under the firm name of Pattee 
and Ilavwood. He was then lavini^ the founda- 
tion upon whieh rested the wonderful social and 
political influence he exercised from 1S45 to 1855. 

As a business man, he was not onlv accommo- 
datin<2^ but generous to the poor settlers; as a citi- 
zen he was social and affable; as a politicia'i he 

was an indomitable worker: he was a Whi*^ ev- 
er\' da\' in the \ear, and never lost sio^ht of an op- 

portunit\- to win men to his way of thinking. Nv) 

man in l^\)rt h^iirfiekl was appealed to more fre- 

(juently, and from none the poor and needy went 

away with more kind words and material ai ' 

is possible that his business might have bee. . 

a success, if business principles, and not cha i'^\ 

had been the go\ erning rule. For all the years ' • 
was in Fort 1' airfield, he was devoted t:) its ; 
perity, he was loyal to its public interests, he was 
looked up to as a leader, he Was honored a*^i.iii 
and again bv elections, and appointed to oHiccs, all 
of which he filled with honor to himself and the it- 
most satisfaction to all concerned. 
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In addition to his co-partnership with Mr. Ha}'- 
wood, after Mr. Haywood removed to Iloulton, 
the firm name became Pattec and Ilvde. 

HON. JESSE DREW. 

The Drew family of Ens^land descend from an 
early noble Norman, tracing the line through cen- 
turies. Members of the family accompanied Wil- 
liam the Conqueror to England, participated in the 
memorable battle of Hastings, 1060, and were 
granted lands in Devon, Hereford and elsewhere, 
enrolled in the Doomsday book. According to a 
preamble to the Drew pedigree, given by the king 
of Arms, '^the ancient and kniijhtly family of 
Drew of Devonshire are lineal descendants from 
Richard, Duke of Normandy, grandfather of Wil- 
liam the Conqueror. Sir Edward Drew was a de- 
scendant of this line. John Drew, the grandfather 
of Sir Edward Drew, emi^^rated to Plymouth, Mass., 
in i66o.'- Hon. Jesse Drew, the son of Stephen 
Drew, a dcscendent of John Drew, was born in 
Turner, Maine, September, 21st, 180S, where he 
resided durins; his early life. He was married in 
May, 1834, to Hannah T. Phillips of Turner, and 
there were born to them Hannah G., deceased, 
Franklin M., Delphina M., deceased, Anna P., de- 
ceased, and George E. She died at Paris, August 
27, 1852. He married again December 14th, 1857, 
Clara B., daughter of General Joel Wellington of 
Monticello, and there were born to them Gertrude, 
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(k'coascd, aiul Nforrill X. His scv^oiul wife died 
al Vini r^iirlic'lcl Oct. 2d, iSc)7. lie died in Lcw- 
islon al the residenee of his son. Col. Frank M. 
Di'ew, Aiiuiist .?ist, iS()(). 

Vov r.earl\' a hall' eeriturx* h.e was a prominent 
eiti/en. Vi)V main \ears he was a denntv shciilT 
in llielown of Turnei', and then dei')ul\" sheriff and 
jailer at Paiis. In 1^5.^ h.e ieeei\ed an appoint- 
ment in the laiul (•Ihee and moxed to Letter 11, 
now Caribou: lie soon loinied a jMrtnership with 
lion. Washington Loni»', and with him carried on 
at Letter II, and suhseciuentlx at h'ort h^iiriield, 
the lumhei' business, until the aj^pc ii.tment of Mr. 
Lonu" as eolleelor of customs at lOastport in 1S61. 
in June, iSf)^, he was appointed deputy collector 
ol customs al h'orl Fairlield, aiul continued in this 
ollice for sixteen \eais. lie represented the I'^ort 
h'airl'ield distiict in the legislature lor the \*ears 
iSS:>-(S|. This ser\ ice cor.cluded his public career, 
extending o\ ei" a period ol' more than fortv vears, 
and it can be tiuthfull\- said, '*he was a L»()od and 
faithful serxant:" he was pleasant, ellicient and 
honest, consitleiate alike of the duties he owed the 
])ublic and tlie autlu)iit\- which he ser\ed. Polit- 
ical! \, Mr. Diew was a Democi'at u.ntil the forma- 
tion of the Republican j^^ailx-, which he then joined, 
and e\er alter continued to suj^port. In the best 
sense of the word he was a born )M)litician; he 
1()\ ed the study and practice oT politics, not so 
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much for the reward in the acquisition of office, as 
the pleasure and jjratitication it afforded his cnquir- 
ini>: niind, and the opportunity it afforded him to 
promote his political views and aid his iViends. 
This led him to become a close student of men 
and measures, and few men better understood than 
he, how men are politically iniluenced, and how 
more skilfully to brinj:!: lo pass desired ends, llis 
fidelity and activity in the support of his friends 
<;ave him a large and influential acqaintance 
throughout the State. lie was particularly inter- 
ested in the welfare and promotion of young men; 
and to his kindh* susx<{esti()ns and influence not a 
few men owe their earlv political success. 

Mr. D/ew w.i ; a p ibli-: spirit^:! m rn ; lu al- 
ways identiiied himself with the place in which he 
resided, and took <i:reat interest in its irrowth and 
prosperity. He was very much attached to the 
town ol'Fort Fairfield and its inhabitants; he was, 
durinsj^ the manv vears he resided there, deeply in- 
terested in everything that promised to contribute 
to the growth, prosperity and advancement of the 
village. lie was active in inducini; the New Bruns" 
wick railway company to extend its road to Fort 
Fairfield; active in having sidewalks built, and 
trees set out to adorn the streets, and for many 
years these will testify to his public spirit and 
fbrethouii^ht. 

Mr. Drew had a lesral mind, and had he turned 
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to the law in his earlier vears, he would easily 
ha\'e taken rank with the leadiii": lawyers of the 
State. The eoiirt room had ever great attractions 
for him, and his judii^ment and wise counsel were 
constantly sou<^ht by many of his townspeople. 
For one of so j^reat knowledge and experience of 
men, Mr. Drew was o\ er modest: he underesti- 
mated his own abilities, and hence occupied a less 
prominent position in tlie State than his natural and 
acquired capabilities entitled him t ). 

Vov man\' vears he was easilv the most prominent 
citizen of tliis town, and far and wide he was known 
as ""l^ncle Jesse" — the term being, in his case, a 
title of affection and respect, fittingly applied and 
becominu'h' won. In reliirious belief he was a 
Unis eisalist, and was loval to his denomination. 
Tlie universal lo\e and fatherhood of (jod took 
hold of his heart and showed forth in his pure life 
and sympathy for luimanity, and his deep love for 
his friends and famil v. lie was an lionorable man ; 
he detested low cunnini!: and artifice; his motives 
will bear the hill hVht ol'mid-dav: he was charita- 
ble in his judgment of others" acts and tolerant of 
others' opinions; he was gentle, simple and courte- 
ous in manners; he was sociable and agreeable, 
and loved the company of the young, and until the 
last, lived in the present instead of the past. His 
last \ears abounded in irraceful contentment and 
enjovment; althouirh his sitdit was dimmed, and he 
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was deprived of the privileji^e of readinij; and cor- 
respondence, which had been a great pleasure to 
him, he did not allow the darkness to cloud his 
life. lie bra^•elv bore the infirmities of a^e, and 
accepted, uncomplainingly, the gradual wearing 
awav of his bodilv strenicth, until at l;ist, at thj 
ripe age of more than fourscore \ears, never more 
loved and respected, in the home of his son, as 
he wished it, his life work ended and all its happi- 
ness cnjoyj:!, thj ti:i\l s.imiijns canu tj him, 
and '*death smiled upon him, as smiles silent and 
peaceful night upon the exhausted laborer.'' 

TUli: HAINES FAMILY. 

Joseph Wingate Haines was born in Ilallowell, 
Maine, in 1804, and was a member of the Haines 
familv oi' Kennebec and Oxford counties, and a 
first cousin of Hon. George ?2vans. 

In 1828 he married Miss Mary Briggs of Win- 
throp. In 1847 he moved to ''the Aroostook"" with 
his familv of twelve children ; two (a pair of twins) 
were born after the\' came here. He bou<j:ht of 
Freeman Ellis, Ir., the land from which he made 
the celebrated Haines farm in Maple Grove. He 
obtained a <2jrant of land from the State and built a 
mill where the Brvant mill now stands, that was of 
great benefit to the early settlers, he having 
the means to empkn- considerable help; he 
bi\)u ''it val.iablc im Proved stojk int.) tlvj coiintv, 
and was an enterprising, progressi\ e farmer, and a 
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incnilxT of iIk' aiiriculUiral sociclN', of wliich lie 
was a siiccL'ssful and ctlkMc-nt president: he was al- 
so a siiccessfiil and popular member of tlie State 
boai'd of aLvieulture. I)\in«^ in iS-jh, at the a^v of 
se\er.t\-two \eais, l:e lel't a lar^e I'amilw which 
has oecuiMed too lai'ii,e a j^Iaee in I^\)rt b^iirlield to 
receive a jxissinn' notice. 

Lwlia 1%., thj eldest o!' tlu* fa'-uih, at t'u* :\jrj 
of twenty, m iirie.l (.'.de!) I^llis. S:ie liad mule 
the best ]'>ossible use of her opportunities to se- 
cure an education, and was a successful sch(M;[ 
teacher. She iilled the i')osition as tlie wife of an 
itinerant Methodist minister, both in the K:ist Maine, 
and Michii>an conferences. Slie lo\a]l\' lollowed 
her husband to the soutli, and cared for him in his 
sickness. She was a true wife and mother, de- 
\ oted to her famih' and frientls. She died in KIlis- 
\ille. South Dakota, jnly jth, iSSf), and was hdd 
beside two of her cliildren, who had irone before, 
in the I^ibertx' cemeter\' in MiehiLan. 

AbiiiMil, thj sejo:id chihb left h.)mj in her 
earlv womanliood, and went to Massachusetts. 
She subsecpienlly married. She has been dead for 
several \ears. 

llenrs' A. was b:)rn in llallowelK Maine, ii 
iS:}:^. In i^>54 he was united in marriage to 
Miss Mar\- b^raiHcs Kr.i^ht, and to them were b(nn 
three children, Mrs. Adda Max Richardson, in 
PennsyK ania, William A., pr«)|'»rietor of t!ie saw 
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and iiristmill in this ^ illaw, and Ida B., who makes 
her home with her motlier. 

Mr. Ilaines was Iari'el\' enua<ied in the Fiiill busi- 
ness, and in iS6>, he bouirht the sawmill at the 
h)wer \ilhii;e. In iS(S2, in eompan\- witli his son 
W'iUiam A., he bought the mill privilege and re- 
built the <4iMstmilI, where lie was aeti\ ely en^arred 
imtil the time of his death, in Mareh, iSSc). lie sii.- 
eeeded in building* r.p a Li^cod property, and lived 
and died respeeted b\- all who knew hirii. 

George \\\, soon alter his maioritN', boniiht Hftv 
aeres from the home farm, and married a wife. To 
them were born two ehildren; one died in his earlv 
manhood, the other married Mr. I. II. Kipp, ar.d is 
r.ow li\ inu' or. the old homestead, where she was 
born, Mr. llair.es making* his home with his daugh- 
ter ar.d son in law. He was for man\' years the 
Maple (jro\e postmaster, has filled se^eral town 
ortiees, and is a resneeted eitizen. 

Mar\-, the third daughter, married Auii^r.str.s 
Raekliff, and died in her earl\' womanhood. 

lohn A\\ has been a hard workint>-, indistrioi s 
and prosperous I'armei-. Death has a<::ain ai:d aiL^ain 
\isited his home; h.e is n<.w lixint;- with his third 
wile, upon his farm on the north side of th.e river. 
Mr. Haines has alwa\s retained his residence in 
this town. 

Daniel W. Ilaines soon after his maicritx' enlist- 
ed in the isl Maine cavalry. lie was a n:(.it ex- 
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ccllcnt soldier, and able to do almost uninterrupt- 
ed dut\'. lie eanie home with i.ealth impaired, and 
a few vears elosed his earthh' eareer. 

Xanew the fourth dauu'hter, married Wiirren C\ 
IMummer. He was an otlieer in the 15th Mair.o 
reifiment. Thex' went to Pennsx Ivania, wh.ere she 
died, lea\ini>- two daughters. 

Albert L. was also in the Tst Maine eavalrx*; l^.c 
was wounded, his hoise killed, aiul h.e was taken 
prisoner at Brands wir.e Station in iS'\5. After 
three weeks he was paroled, and after severa.l 
months he was exehani»ed: he tlien i )ined his re<>*- 
r.ieiit and sei'xed to the cud of th.e war. I:i i^-17 
he mTirried Miss Mar\- L., d;\UL» liter of Iler.rv C\ 
and Marv Currier. In i^y.]. he bouulu of his fa- 
tlier the eelebi'ated Haines I'arm iii Maple (Irene, 
where he has resided until the prescr.l tiiiie. His 
dauLihters are both married; the oldest to Mr. Em- 
nioiis W. I louLihton, and the oth.er to Mr. 1!. I), 
Stevens, and ha\ e line h.omes in this t(/WP. ]\'r, 
llair.es is a sueeessl'ul farmer, a resp>eeted eiti/er, 
an acti\ e Piiembei* of the aiirieult.iral soeietw ;i: d 
has been a memb>er of t!:e vSt;ite board of ;i<:rierl- 
ture, and was ai'^pointutl h\ (Jov. Hodweil to tb.e 
farmers' national eoniiress at L'hiea.i'o in iJ^^o. 

h'rank II. was boin in IIaIl(A\LlI in iS.j.|, ar.d in 
iS^)7 was mariied to ()li\e. daughter of IIei"ir\- L'. 
and Mary Cu.rrier of h^ rt h^iirlield.. To tluMii b.;i\ e 
been born three eliikh'eii, t\\(» Mip.sar.d a t':iu';htcr. 
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wSix vcars ivm death came, taking* the eldest son, at 
the aijfe of sixteen. The other son and dauii^hter, 
toij^ether with his invalid wife, ni ike up his family. 
His beautiful and attractive home is opposite the 
Granu'e hall, in the centre of this town. Mr. Haines 
is in the front rank of successful farmers, and in 
the possession of a valuable farm property and the 
enjovment ol* the fruits ol' his toil and good man- 
awment. 

About one half milj south of his twin brother 
Frank, may be found the home of T^red Haines. 
At the a<>'e of twentN', with two brothers in the 
arm\', w^hen a married brother was hit bv the draft 

« ftp' 

he iVeely took his place. 

His first business \enture was to buv the farm 
he is now on. F(;r a time he was in the millinir 
business. 

In 1872 his wife and children were removed by 
death. In 1S75 he married Miss Emma Thurlouii^h. 
He is in possession of all that makes up a happv, 
prosperous, and successful farm home. He h^s 
invented a valuable piece of farm machinerv, and 
is a reliable, independent farmer who has made 

life a success. 

Marcella Haines died when about ten \ears old. 
Theodore 1). Haines, after his maioritv went to 
^Nlichiii^an, and then to IVmiusvIn ania where he died 
several vears ai>'o. 

Isadore D. Haines is unmarried and enirai^ed in 
missionarv work in the foreii^n Helds. 
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WILIJAM JOHNSTON, KSC^. 

The parents of William Johnston rcnioxcd in 
his carh' childhood iVoin Maine on to the St. loliPi 
ri\era few miles abo\ e I' rederieton. llere he 
li\ ed with his parents, enjo\ ini^ such privileii^es as 
the new eountr\- afforded, until he became of ai»'c. 
Soon after his majority he went on to the ]\Iira- 
michi waters and eniifaijfed in liimbcrin<>^. While 
there he became acquainted with Sarah Sutherland, 
and soon after thev were married. Not bcino- 
satisfied with tlie countrv he decided to return to 
the land of his nati\ itN', of which he knew nothini>: 
sa\ e what his parents had told him. After visiting* 
his parents on the St. John river, he decided, 
accompanied bN his wile and a friend, to make the 
trip b\ water. .\ boat was bought ol'a size that 
two men could cari\' o\er tb.e portages, and around 
the falls. 1 Ia\ iuL' it hauled to the Schoodic waters, 
the\ embarked ; following' the chain of lakes, cross- 
ini>to the Hascanhe^un, down the Mattawamkea<»*, 
up the west branch ol'the Penobscot, carrvini^ it 
acrc^ss into Moosehead lake, then down the Ken- 
nebec to the mouth of the Sandv ri\er. Jlere he 
located a home, and for nearlx' iiFteen \ears en- 
^aii'ed in farmini>- and in bu\ini»- and driving" work- 
iuLj;' oxen from t!ie Kennebec to Miramichi. In 
iS;5o he exchanij^ed his Taini for propert\- in Wood- 
stock, and some ti\e years later sold and removed 
on to the Aroostook ri\ er, and selected a location 
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on the south side ol'the river near the head of the 
Reaeli. Hel'ore liS^c; he had eiit a road iVoni his 
nhiee to the mouth olthe Loveh' brook, and in that 
\"ear, upon the arrisal of the land a<jent and the 
posse, he was probabh' the ouIn- man on tlie h)\ver 
Aroostook, wlio liad auN- svmnath\' with tlie Ameri- 
ean <;o\ernment. As soon as formal p(3Ssession 
was taken and a military post was established, he 
prom|nIy exchanged his property with Jacob Weeks 
and secured the river front, from a short distance 
abo\ e the Canadian I^icific depot to the (lellerson 
corner. J I is house was located r.earlv where Thos. 
Fisher's res'dence now stands. 1 le at once opened 
a public house, and this was the onh* public house 
in this townshi|") for several Nears. 

lie was a man calculated to make warm person- 
al friends, and although he kept a public house, it 
was often turned into a charity hospital; while 
those who were able were expected to pay their 
wav, his door was never closed asifainst those who 
were without money or in distress. Mr. Johnston 
was at an early day appointed justice of the peace. 
Ilis business in this line, however, was mosth* con- 
fined to the occasional marrying of a couple; what 
few disputes that did occur were mostlv amicably 
settled, and the others bv a knockdown ari^ument, 
without justice, judge or juror. 

Ailer mauN' chruiges had come and the infirmi- 
ties of old age were taking hold upon him, he sold 
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his homo and h'Ncd with his dauuhtcr, ^^rs. M. A. 
I^astm.m. lii iSfx). hi^ oslimablc wile sickc-ncd 
and died, and in Xox cnihei". iSo (, ihc call oanic and 
he |iasscd oxer to join tlh>sr who Iku! i^oix* on be- 
fore. William and Sarah johnslon were in the 
strictest sense i')i()neer settlers, both upon the Ken- 
nebe.: and Aroostook ri\ers, exj'Jerieneini;' a full 
share of the hardships and pri\ations ki'.own and 
realized in sueh a lile. 

To them wei'e born nine children: one died in 
inCanex , Charles W. Johnston in his eailx manhood, 
and I^Iiza Burpee at her home in (irand Falls, X. 
!>., leaxini;' a husband and a Lirown i:p son and two 
dautihteis. There are now li\ inu in ^^)rt I'\'iirtleld 
the six remainiiv>' childi'cn. \i/: Warren A., Mrs. 
]\Iai*N- Waite. now li\ini»' with lu'r daui^hter, Mrs. 
Sarah J. Libb\, — Mrs. l^'rarK*.s \\, Kllis, Mrs. S. 
Caroline ICstabrook. Mrs. .\. L'. Paul and Mrs. 
Margaret A. I^astman. 

(;k.\. mauk 'rRAri'ox. 

Amono- those identilied with tiie earl\- -ettle- 
ment of Xoithern Aioostook, was (Jen. Mark Traf- 
ton, who came from I'an^or to Vovl l'\'!irrK'!d in the 
summer of i-'^l.^ (ien. Trat'lon had been a ]X'rson 
ol' lM"ominence in the State beloic that time. Tak- 
ing:- up his residence in 15anu*or \\'ren \ crN xounij:', 
lie was at once L'ni'a«»ed in acli\e ln:>ir.c^s. and Idled 
many imp()it:in^ ollicial stations. lie was cajnain 
of a C( mi^aiiN of ca\alr\ in acti\e service in the 
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war ol' iSij, .incl slioith after tlic war was inadc a 

bj*i:ia:jcr-i;ciicr.il : he rri^rcscntcil his district in 
i!k* j^c'r.L'i'al coiit in I'oston. lu'lorc tlie- scpaiMtioii 
l\'i):u Mass.is.'!ii:s.'tL>i, and alu-rwards in tlu' Slate 
Icu'islatiirc: he a^^tcd ;is hii.d aiiciU for tlu' eastern 
and northern, section (sl' the State before th.e oMiee 
was reii:i!larl\" estabh'siied at IJaniior; h.e was also 
posLinastei- at r>anu'or I'roni iNiS to iS^o. and at the 
tinie oi'his ap;v.)i:it ■iient to the l*^>rt I'^iirtield cus- 
tom hf)'.:s;-, was a inenibei* of the e\\v '»'o\ernment 
a* !)anuor. As the I'niled Slates trooj^s were re- 
in()\ed at :!u' lime ol' his ajvpoirament as custom 
ho::Sv' (;i!lcer, he was placed in chai'ire olthe ii'ox- 
ernr/.cnt |Vi-{)r.crl\' ;it th.is ]-.hice, aiid also intrusted 
wil!i otiier inrportant di;ties hv th.e laiul auent. lie 
seemed to lia\e dischari:etl th.e ^ariol:^ duties to 
the satisr.iction (;rih.e _i:o\ en^.ment. and the |K*op'e 
as well, lor he was sent as a re|^resent:iti\ e to the 
legislature from th.e l'^»rt h'airheld district, w h'ch 
then in{.li;eed all Xv?rth.ern Aroostook, after a 
chiiT'.f in th.e r.ati( I'al administration had rebeNcd 
him iV. .m hi> duties a.s collector. 

rr>.m th;e \]v.[ (Ivr., TralU.n was stron^K ini- 
pressed witli t'ic agricultural i)ossibiIities ol" Aroos- 
t)ok. :\\^'^ \\:\'A ureal faith in its fuaure. I low well 
t!::vt !;iil!; I <\y Icen ji sliced, ('i r present ilou.rishiniLi' 
comriumiu well atlests. 

lb' \\ ;i . i::^;: uir.ental in slartinu' the tirst settle- 
ine::t i ) I'.ie ''..-n wiUkriies; ti,wnship of Lettei" K. 
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now Linvjstonc, l\iriiishiiio' t!ic capital to baikl llic 
tii'st mills, and in connection with H. I). K.iStnia'.i, 
wlio was afterwards joined by (j. A. Xoiirse, car- 
ried on an e\tei\si\ e busi:iess for some n ears, and 
laid the Ibundation for the preserit l^)urishinLr \ il- 
la^eand town of Limestone. 

When the in.tirmities ol' ai;e precluded lab^or, the 
5»eneral returned to Haniior, where hediedin iS^T, 
and was buried in the I'amiK lot at Mount Hope, 
with milit.irN- and masonic hoPiors. 

lie held a warm j^lace in tlie hearts of all the 
first settlers of the town. Man\- of them remern- 
bered with I'ratitude, his words of encourairement, 
and his substantial aid in tidin^r o\ er a hard place. 

DAMICL iJinn, i:s(4^. 

.\monii[ the pioneers in Ar^x.st )ok, the name of 
Daniel Libby shoukl have a ]>ermanent place. lie 
was born in \\ inslow. Me., March 2^th, i(Vo^, and 
at the au'c ol twentx-fou.r removed to lloulton; al- 
ter rcmainini^- there ten \ears, in i<^-l.^ he can'.e 
to Foit b^airlield, and here both Mi*. Libbx* and his 
i'amih' made man\' lifelonu' friends. In 1S47 he de- 
cided to remove to Bradford. Maria, the eld- 
est dauirhler. had married M:;rk Trallon ( f 
1 limestone, and other members of the family had 
formed ass:)ciations that were in the future to identi- 
fy them with our countx. jNIr. I.Jbbv onlv re- 
mained a short time in Bradford, and then remo\ed 
to Limestone, whci'c the remainder of his da\s 




HISTORY OF FORT FAIRFIELD. 35 I 



were spent. He was a respected and influential 
citizen. Twice he was elected to serve the people 
of his district in the State legislature; time after 
time he was elected to town otfices, and for manv 
years was postmaster of Limestone. 

Mr. Libby went on throu<^ life makin<]^ friends, 
because he was friendlv. lie was a useful, worthy 
and reliable citizen, respected by all who knew him. 

He died at the residence of his son, Amos B. 
Libby in Fort Fairfield, October 3d, 1868. 

lie married twice, and was the father of twelve 
children. His daughters married well, and his 
sons proved worthy and respected citizens; one ol' 
them, Mr. Amos 13. Libby, was born while he was 
making his home in Fort Fairfield, March 4th, 1846. 
When about eighteen years of age he entered the 
store of Hon. Isaac Hacker as clerk. Here he re- 
mained for nine years, faithful and in the full con- 
fidence of his employers. Then he became a part- 
ner in the business with Mr. J. F. Hacker, under 
the firm name of Hacker and Libby. In 1873 he 
was married to Miss Sarah J. Waite; this union 
was a happy one, he proving a kind and loving 
husband and father, a good cititzen and an upright 
and honorable man. All who came in contact 
with him felt the influence of his pure and noble 
character. After eighteen months of gradually 
failing health, oil the 5th day of June, 1887, he went 

to join childCQ?.^ father, moth.Qr aad Iri^ads who had 
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i/)n^ bcfoiw uMxinua widow and ihvcc lovinii* chil- 
tlrcii, two dau;4lilcrs and a son, Jcrrc, w!i;) is prcn- 
inu* a uTL^al conii'ort and blessing- t(; lii > mother and 
sislors. lie uraduated rrv)m t'nc Vovt FairliLdd hii^h 
scliool in iSc)!, and is now piirsiiinj;* a collegiate 
c j.irsj in I?>wd.)in c )lle4\.\ wit'i e\ery p:\);pjJt of 
a happy, pror.peroi-s and inlluential f'.U'.irc bclorc 
hin. 

Tin-: l»AI<SO\S I'A.MILV. 

Levi Pars J IS, \-o.in'>*j>L chiLl oF I )h i I^.irs.):i.> 
and l\)lly l^irsons, was born in Cantoii, Me., Dee. 
2Uh, \^ix, \\: WIS t>ix(^--i the nanv.* of hi;; uncle, 
his tat!ier\s br^)lher. I.e\ i Parsons, \v!io was a prom- 
inent clei*u\nian and re\i\alist, in the state of New 
II iin-;>s!iire. One oT tiie earh' histories ol' New 
llariipshire s'poke (^I this cleruNiiian as a Ijadinir 
di/inj oT th.* s:i':.* an 1 a i^reit: i')reur!ij.*. 11? is 
inulv>ubte;!ly t!ve y^Air.c c!i\ii':e to whom ex-\'icc 
Pre.adent Morton's neither was related, as the bn'- 
o^rajiliN of Mr. Morion sa\s that h.e wiis named 
j.e\i Parsons Morion for liis mother's br<)ther, a 
former eminer.t eler^A-man {)[ New Hampshire, 
'['his bran.ch of the famih' (;f Pars(;p.s came from 
Ivii>la!vJ in tlie ciirh' da\s of the coloiiies, settled 
iii ?New Hampsliire and exter.ded ii"ito Massachus- 
etts and New "S'ork, while a p(^rtion came to the 
then piovince of MaiPiC. 

joh 1 r;;r>;)ns was born in New Hampshire, but 
J^o^nt t'l,' iMrlv p:i!-t of his lije in Ca:iibridL''e, Mass.. 
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when he eanie to Oxford eounty in lliis st.ite; h.ere 
lie married PolI\- Ilanniford. To them were born 
ten eliildren, I.exi Paisor.s, th.e subject of this 
sketeh, bLMnii- t!ic \(>unij:est. 

Levfs parer.l.s, wlien he w;is a small bow moved 
from Oxford to S::i\L,ei \ iHe, P'seataquis eour.ty, 
where he i^rew lo m.ip.h.cod. 1 !e attended the pnb- 
lie schools in SanL,cr\ iile ar.d h'oxcroft, eomplet- 
inir his education ;it Pcxcrofi: academw He was a 
classmate of the late ll(;n. A. (i. fjebioke of Vex- 
eroit, who remen-bered h.im well :is a bvilliaiU 
\()uni>' man of fine Ir.tellect, noble character, ambi- 
tious, and a leader in :\!1 his chuses. Thus p( sscs- 
sino- a liberal ech.citicai l'(;r thi( se da\s, wh.idi he 
eontinu»alh' added to in afler life, he had ;it liis 
eomn'.and a r;;re fii-.d ( f ir.i'oi n:ati(:n \ yi n r.earK' 
all subjects of impc rt.ir.ce. His interest in edr.ca- 
tional matters pro\ ed (.f great value to his fiimily 
of children wlien he settled in a new neighborliood 
remote irom sjhcxds. 

Wl.ile \ca:ni>' Le\i was iinishinLi: i,is edr.cation in 
Foxcroft, the spirit of migration was taking some 
of th.e older citizens of his neiuhborhood to the r.ew 
settlemeiit in the north.ern part of th.e State, called 
Fort Fairfield. Amon.ji; th.ese was Freeman lilllis, 
the miller at S:ir<:erville xillaiie, or Carleton's 
Mills, as it was then called. ?>!r. I^llis, rdso of Pu- 
ritai'iical st(;ek, being a descendant of C30^ ernor 
Bradford and Dr. I'ullcr of the Plvmo::t]i colony. 
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possessing something of the spirit of adventure and 
pluck of his early ancestors, started with his fam- 
ily, a pioneer, into the wilderness of northern 
Maine, making a ^'clearing ' at Maple (irove, in 
the present thriving town of Fort Fairfield. Pre- 
vious to Mr. Ellis leaving Sangerville, however, 
Levi had become acquainted with the miller's 
daughter, Lvdia, a brilliant voung ladv of line char- 
acter and personal charms. Lydia set about her 
work with zeal in the new country, laboring to 
make pioneer life more like that of the older town 
from which she had gone, and collecting the set- 
tlers' children, tiuight the first school ever held on 
what was called the ''center road'' in Fort Fairfield. 
Her pioneer work was comparatively short, as Le- 
vi followed in a lew years, and, renewing his ac- 
quaintance, they were married in Fort Fairfield, 
June 7th, 1S48. They then took their long, diffi- 
cult journey back to vSangerville. Here they re- 
sided until 1S60, when thev moved with their fam- 
ily of four boys to Fort Fairfield, to establish a per- 
manent home in the Aroostook vallev. He soon 
found a desirable location on a new farm in the ad- 
joining plantation, now Easton, on the stage route 
irom Fort Fairfield to Iloulton. 

Here the remainder of his days were spent, on 
the farm in Easton. A first-class mechanic, he 
worked in his carpenter shop when not engaged 
on the farm, thus giving his boys the advantage of 
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a trade which they used to good effect in starting 
in life. An inveterate worker, he was farmer or 
carpenter during the day, and teacher lor his chil- 
dren in the long winter evenings, until they were 
large enough to go away to school, when he would 
sacrifice cverjthing to keep them there, caring less 
for accumulating property than for giving his clril- 
dren an education and proper training for the bus- 
iness of life. Neither did he neglect their spiritu- 
al training. A devout Christian himself, he sur- 
rounded his family with relimous influence, and 
long before the new settlement could boast of a 
schoolhouse, religious services were frequently 
held at his house on the Sabbath dav. 

Always courteous and thoughtful of the welfare 
of others, he was a ijood neisrhbor, kind husband 
and devoted father. As a citizen he was alwavs 
right on all moral questions, and his influence felt 
where he resided. Not possessing a strong con- 
stitution, however, clearing the forest and making 
a new farm proved too much for him physically, 
and becoming broken down in health he died at 
his home in Easton, March ist, 1890. He died as 
he had lived, in the faith, and all felt at his death 
that a good man had passed aw<ay. Especially do 
his children remember his tireless energy in instill- 
ing into their young minds moral and religious les- 
sons, and the possibilities of the future; the long 
winter evening lessons of both father and mother 



356 



HISTORY OF FORT FAIRFIELD. 



between the lons^ intervals of schoolinjx in that pi- 
oneer eountrv are remembered with deepest grati- 
tude. Sueh men and women at the he.'uls of Ihin- 
ilies iifo far to m;ike us as a people what we are — sell- 
reliant, enerjj^etie, and in mauN* respeets the noblest 
nation upon earth. 

The ehildren of Levi and LNdia l^lrsons wore, 
Levi Lendall Parsons, born at Saniierx ille, Maine, 
January 14th, 1X50. \lc married Miss Lottie 
Parsons of Kaston, Maine, September nth, 1S70. 
S!ie died at Iloulton, Maine, X()^ember ()th, 
iSjo, and he married Laura St. Clair at I>ath, Maine, 
May 2 2d, 1S74. He has been one ol'the most sue- 
ee-isfid master builders and me^hatiies in New 
Kni^land, and has also been en^aixed in the whole- 
s. lie and retail lumber business, and is now lari^elv 
interested as an owner and ollieer in an important 
eleetric eompaiiy. lie resides in liostoh, and is a 
prominent business man in that eitv. 

Freeman Kendall Parsons, born at San^erxille, 
Me., jMay 17, 1S51. died at Kaston, September 10, 
1S64. 

Willis KIlis Parsons, born at Sanwrville, Mav 
i6th, iS;;^, was married to Miss A<i:nes (iilman, 
younji^est dauii^hter of R. 1). (Oilman, Kscj., of Fox- 
erolt. Me., Oetober 23, 1890. lie is now a prom- 
inent lawyer of the State, praetiein<i; at Foxeroft, 
where he resides. A brief sketeh of his life is ij^iv- 
en elsewhere in this book. 
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John Wilbur Pdrsons, born at Sanjifcr\ illc De- 
cember 9th, 1*^54, married Miss Annie Burleij^h at 
Cliftondale, Mass., June 15th, 1892. Thev now re- 
side at Cliftondale, where he is suceessiullv en- 
^asred in t!ie retail lumber business. He is also a 
very superior mechanic. 

Clarence Vanderlvn Parsons, born at Saniiferville 
January iS, 1S57, was educated for the ministry, 
completintjf his education at the theoloj^ical semin- 
ary at Stanlbrdville, on the Hudson. He is a sue- 
cesslul, growinnj preacher, and a youuii^ man of abil- 
ity. He married Lula E. Northrop, at Lakeville, 
N. Y., February, iS(S^. Their children are Verna 
Aiifnes and Leon L. Parsons. He is now located 
at Lubec in this state. 

Lizzie C Parsons, born at Fort Fairlield, July 7, 
1S61, married Frank DeLaite, January 2d, 1H79, at 
Fasten, Me. Thev now reside at Cliftondale, near 
Boston, Mass., and she is the happy mother of two 
briji^ht children, Willis I^llis Delaite, born at Eas- 
ton November 6th, iSHo, and Maude Angela, born 
December 9th, 18S3. 

Leslie E. Parsons, born at Easton June 16, 1866, 
the vounii^est in the limih', is now en<ifaij:ed sue- 
cessfulh' in business fv)r himself, also at Clifton- 
dale, hiC bein<»: last, bu": not least, in a lamilv which 
remains true to its early teachings and represents 
in its numbers nobility of character, temperance 
a:r.l s'.>briet\*. JJu*rc Lvdi.i Ellis Parsons, widow 
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of Lc\ i Parsons, at present makes her home, hap- 
py in beinii; surrounded by her ehildren, her fanii- 
Iv, reared in Northern Aooostook with such care, 
motlierly anxiety and prayerful tenderness, prov- 
ini;; in return a blessin<» in her declining 3ears. 

e API'. KJJ5RIOGK VV. WAITK. 

\ Mr. Elbridii^e W. Waite was born in Peru, Ox- 

i ford countN', Me., October 22d, 181^, of an nnces- 

I U'v dating back to the tilteenth centurv. Thev were 

identirted with tlie early history of our *:ountry, tak- 
ini; part in tlie Re\oIuti()nary war and the war of 
1S12 and i<Si4, and one of them was captain of one 
of the transports, and aided in tlie capture of Qiie- 
bec in 1759. 

At about twenty Nears of a<^e he went to Win- 
throp. Me., to learn a trade; while there he was 
cliosen captain of a military company. At the time 
of the call Ibr troops to defend the disputed terri- 
torN', he came to this county. 

In 1S43 he married Mary, eldest daughter of 
William Johnston, Esq., and with his brother in 
law, Almon S. Richards, built a double tenement 
house, which he occupied as a home until the time 
ol'his death. It is now occupied by Messrs. Caleb 
Bartlett and Geo. McNalley. 

1; 

ii To them were born seyen children, four of whom 

arc now liying: Al nun W. of Portland, Stephen 
P. of Andoyer, N. B., Sarah J. (Mrs. Libby) of this 
yillage, and Cassius I. Waitc orTacoma, Washing- 




HISTORY OK rORT FAIRFIELD. 359 



ton. Mr. Waitc was an industrious, reliable and 
wortln citizen. lie was earnest in all works to 
elexateand improve society, and an active and in- 
lluential temperance leader. His influence was 
I'elt in improvinji; and mouldinjif society. 

For some time his health had been failing, and 
in June, 1866, the end came. A well spent, suc- 
cessful life work was ended, and mourning Iriends 
stood around all that was mortal ofa kind husband 
and father, a worthvand devoted citizen, and a true 
friend. 

ALMON S. RICHAKDS. 

Almon S. Richards was born in Lincolnville, 
Me., October 28th, 181 7, and died at his home in 
Maple Grove (Fort Fairtield) June 30, 1884, 

Mr. Richards remained at home with his parents, 
working on the farm and improving every oppor- 
tunitN' within his reach to secure an education, un- 
til he was ol' atje. Onlv a few months after his 
majority the dispute about the northeastern boun- 
dar\ culminated in a call for soldiers to c'rive off 
the trespassers and take formal posession of the 
Aroostook countrv. Not drawing a ticket in the 
lirst drait, he did not wait for a second, but prompt- 
ly took the place of a drafted man, and was among 
the tirst to arrive upon the scene of action. 

In July, 1844, he was married to Frances E. 
Johnston, daughter of William Johnston, Esq., who 
had moved lVcv\i Ijwcnr.ebec county to the Arctstcok 
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river several years before. To them were born 
eiirht children: Mrs. Marv Hilton, Mrs. Carrie E. 
lewett. Miss A<nies I. Richards, Mr. (7Cor<.>:e W. 
Richards of Iloulton, Horace (i. Richards, of the 
firm of Thurlouj^h, Richards and Co., and Mrs. Al- 
ice French, and one died in iniUncv. He held sev- 
eral invp(,>rtant offices; was local land a^^ent and de- 
puty collector of customs. He was a successful^ 
prosperous farmer. 

For more than a year before his decease he was 
a court rnud invalid, aid at tinus a liTJit suffv.M*er. 
Partly to keep his mind from his sufferings, he de- 
voted much time to readinj^-; the liible and Josephus 
were alwavs at hand, atul at times, almost lost to his 
surroundings, he would with interest perrse them, 

Alm.on S. Richiirds politically was a Whit>-, and 
upon the breakini^* up of the Whiii^ party he be- 
came a conscientious and ardent Republican. He 
was able to ^ix e.a leason lor his political faith, and 
to defend any position he took. He was a man of 
positive and decided (^pinions, an earnest Christian, 
a reliable and trustworthv citizen, a kind neif^hbor 
and a dex'oted and lovin<f hr.sband and fatlier. 

r<KV. UKXTAMIN D. KASTMAN. 

In i<S42 Benjamin D.Eiistman, of the I'.ast Maine 
conference, lo.^ated ar,d vis'tec' tlie / roostook for 
the purpose of selectinj^* a locat'on, arc' in the fol- 
lowing- spring* mo\ed witih his i m' to Letter D 
l^lantalion, a:ul lc)c;\te-d on Jllie StaW road ab'cnit onC 
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and one half miles this side of the west line of the 
townshi]). IJesides his \'ounii: family, Jesse vS. .\v- 
erill, Stephen K. Phipps and — Chase aeeompanied 
him. 

Mr. Kastman devoted himself to elearins^ up Ji 
new farm, and in 1S4S associated himself with Gen. 
Mark Trafton in huildinu* mills at Limestone. Sub- 
sequently he disposed of his interests in this eoun- 
ty arid removed to New Hampshire, where he died 
several vears a^o. 

orrs KASI'MAN, 

A brother of IJenjamin I)., came to this town 
soon after his brother, and j')roved a successful 
farmer, raisin^- up a i-ood I'amilv of 'jhildren. 

One son, (jeori>e \W Eastman, was in the L'nion 
armv and did iiood ser\ ice for his countrw lie 
now resides in this town, a worthv and res]iected 
citizen. 

sti:imii:n k. i»jiii'i>s 

W^is for more than twentv vears an active citi- 
zen, a ^ockI mechaiiic and industrious farmer, and 
succeeded in actiuiiinii; some j>roj')ert\". He bought 
the oriLinal 'J'ucker place at the mouth of the Ma- 
ple (Jrove road, married Miss Martha Spooner, 
and to tiiem were born six children. ^Vfter sever- 
al years he sold his farm and bouj^ht what has 
since been kr.own as the Houghton farm, on the 
north i^ide of the -:\roost(U)k river, and after the 
death of his wife sold again and bought the mill 
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property at the lower village. This he subsequent- 
ly solcK and moved to Florida, where he soon died, 
Mr. Chase did not remain long: enou^^h to iden- 
tifv himself with the interests of this town. 

MR. JESSE S. AVEKII.L. 

Mr. Jesse S. Averill proved to be the represent- 
ative pioneer of the party. From the first he was 
a steadv, reliable, industrious vounsf man. lie soon 
became acquainted with, and subsequently married 
Miss Emilv Hovt, and commenced a humble but 
successful pioneer life. To them were born ten 
children, of whom eight have grown to man and 
womanhood, and have proved an honor to their 
worthy and influential parents. Three sons reside 
in this town, and one daughter — Mrs. John Cur- 
rier — has until the last vear also made her home 
here. The familv are now livin*^: in Staunton, V^i., 
and are much missed from their circle ol" friends 
in I'ort I'airlield, where thev, with the others, have 
been doing their part to add to its influence and 
prosperity. 

The hardships and privations of early life told 
on this worthy couple, and yet Mr. A\ crill lived 
to the good age of seventy-one years, and his de- 
voted wile some two years longer, and died in June, 
1892. 

Amoni»: the wortln- and industrious, hard work- 
ing pioneers of 1844, the name of Jesse S. Averill 
will always occupy an honorable and respected 
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place. Amonj? the life toilers who labored hard 
a:id lono to train up th'jir ajtivj laniilies foruseful- 
ness and respectability, and add to the wealth and 
prosperity of our town, Jesse S. Averill and Emi- 
ly II. Averill will ever be remembered and count- 
ed amoncjf the first. 

MR. ADDISON POWIIKS. 

Addison l\)wers was born in Wilton, Maine, 
September 15th, 1810. In 1^2^ his lather removed 
his family to Carthaj^c, and here his home was 
made until his majority. He married, and in 1839 
or "40 removed to the town of Favette, where he 
remained until the sprin<j of 1843, when he came 
to the Aroostook and took land in what is now the 
Maple (irove settlement. He built a house near 
the Brvant mills, havin^• bought an interest in the 
mill of Mr. Haines, lie carried on the mills for 
two \ears and then sold out and removed to 
LiniL'stone and worked in tlie mill for Eastman 
and Nurse for one vear. While there he bousrht of 
Mr. Eastman the land taken by him in 1842 on the 
Presque Isle road in this town and about one mile 
I'rom the west line. I'^or nearlv ibrtv \ears his 
home was upon this place. 

Since rScSS he has made his home with his son, 
Mr. Roderick Powers, in the town oi' Easton. 

Amon2^ the early pioneers, Mr. Powers made 
manv true and earnest friends, and was re^farded 
<as a reliable and trusty citizen. He has e.xperi- 
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cnccd a full share of the privations and hardships 
which were the lot of the early settlers, and has 
done well his part as one of the useful and in- 
fluential pioneers of this town. Exposure and 
hardships have left their marks upon him, and yet 
after passinji; the eij^hty-third milestone, he still 
seems good for years of enjoyable life. 

THE ELLIS FAMTLY. 

Freeman Ellis, senior, was born in Plymouth, 
Mass, in 1745. Sarah Bradford, daughter of Gid- 
eon Bradford, Esq., of Plymouth, and the sixth 
generation from Gov. William Bradford of the 
Plymouth Colony, was born in 174^. Freeman 
Ellis, Esq., their sixth child, was born in Plympton, 
in 1779, and died in Fort Fairfield, January T3th, 
1866. 

Lvdia Fuller, the sixth wneration from Dr. 
Samuel Fuller, who was a deacon in Rev. Mr. 
Robinson's church in Holland, and was the first 
physician and surgeon in New England, was 
born in Carver, Mass., in i7iS:{. Freeman Ellis, 
Esq., and Lydia Fuller were married in Hebron, 
Maine, by Elder Tripp, in 1800. Freeman Ellis, 
Jr., their eldest son, was married to Eunice Shedd, 
in January, 1825. In 1842 he visited Fort Fair- 
field, and in 1844 moved his family here. He 
was in the best sense a pioneer settler. 

Two of his brothers, Isaac F. Ellis and Deacon 
Frederick Ellis, with their families, soon followed 
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hini. Of Deacon Ellis' faniilv, Viola Christina 
Maud, in 1S70 was married to Hubbard C Rich- 
ardson, Liz/ic M. was married to Solon Ames, 
and both with their families are residents of Fort 
Fairfield. 

Capt Osco A. Ellis, the eldest son of Isaac F. 
and Ruth Ellis, was born in Weld, Maine, in De- 
cember, iS^r. He had prepared himself for the 
law, and had been admitted to the bar, and was in 
active practice when the war broke out. He was 
appointed lieutenant in company E, ist Maine 
cavalry. He was a j^opularand successful officer, 
alwaws reads' lor dutv, and fearless in the dischar^^e 
of duty. On the 24th of June, 1864, at St. Mary's 
Church, he surrendered his commission and his 
life. 

Like the true soldier he was. he ended his davs 
upon the battleiield, and received a soldier's burial 
one mile west of Charles City C(nnt House, near 
Wilcox Landinij^, James Run, \'a. 

Captain Ellis was a worthy descendant of a 
Puritan ancestrv. He iXiwc his Hie in defence of 
tliat ci\ili/ation they sought in Holland, but lailed 
t ) find, and subsequently established upon the bleak 
and drear\' cold New I^no^land shore — a civil- 
i/:ilion that calls no man lord and master, and de- 
grades no h'.iman being to servitude and slavery. 

His career was short, his work is done, and well 
done, and i^jjough filling an unknown soldiers 
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i^ravc, he lives in a brii^ht, brilliant and impcrisli- 
ablc historx' of iicroic dcNotion and noble deeds. 

C'AIJCn 11. KIJ.IS, 

The eldest son of I^'reenian Ellis, jr., and Eunice 
Ellis, and the author of this histor\', was born in 
Weld, Me., November i8th, 1825. His school ad- 
vanta^jjes were ti:.)od. In 1843 he left school to ac- 
company his father to the Aroostook. 

Now a new experience, and all the hardships 
and priv<itions incident to a pioneer life, opened up 
before him. l^'or ele\ en Nears his school was the 
lumber wojds, drivinij the lumber down the rivers 
and clearing- new lands. 

In 18^4 hj rejcrived his lirst appointment from 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, as preacher in 
chari^e of the Weston and 'J'opsfield char<!:e. At 
the end of two years he was aj)pointed to Wesley, 
Crawford and Northtield and in 1857 to Franklin 
and Sullivan, and in i8')o to East Machias. In 
1S61 he was elected chaplain of the nth Mahie 
re:>:iment. 

In i8')4 he was appointe.l captain of Co. E, 31st 
Maine reicinient, and on June 7th, 1SJ4, was wound- 
ed; on October 7tii of the same vear he was dis- 
charii^ed iVom tiie ser\ ice for total disabilitv on ixz- 
count of his wound. In June, 1867, he had so Tar 
recovered as to be able to \ isit Michigan, and in 
September of that year joipicd the Michigan annu- 
al conlcrcnce, Mcthodiit Episcopal Church, and 
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WIS appointed to tlic IVntwater station in that con- 
kTcncH-. For ncarl\' ten wars he was able to do 
the work of an itinerant Methodist minister, but a 
eonstant sufferer from the effects of his injury in 
the army. In 1757 he was compelled to ask for a 
supernumary relation, and seek a different climate. 
A \ear in Texas and absolute rest made some im- 
provement. 'i'hen there was a return to Michigan, 
and in i«SS2 he removed to Dakota Territorx', where 
his wife died, and a second marriaj^e, to Mrs. Fran- 
ces 1^. Richards, was contracted. While in South 
Dakota, he was acti\el\' en^aired in land and loan 
business, locatinjx settlers upon the publi.; lands, 
provinii^ them up at the United vStates land oHice and 
prosecutini;' certain land cases before that office. 
In iSSc) he removed to Wasliinji^ton, D. C, and re- 
cei\ed an appointment in the 51st congress; in 1S91 
he remo\ ed to L'lillondale, Mass., and in May, 1892, 
to I'^ort r^iirtield; and in luh' of that \ear he com- 
menced tlie publication of the Northcni Leader, 
This was looked upon as a very unpromising field 
for newspaper enterprise. It had thrice been en- 
tered, onlv to be abandoned alU*r a short and fruit- 
less struj;<j;le. It is possible because it was hard, 
he decided to j^ive it a trial, lor he has always 
found the Lifreatest satisfaction in succeedinjLif where 
others i.iil. From his tirst marriage, to Miss Lydia 
1^. Haines, which occurred in 1S49, were born seven 
children, three of whom are now living, — Arthur 
W. Ellis, a farmer in Ellisville, South Dakota, Olin 
II. Ellis, a railroad engineer, Chicago, Illinois, and 
Mrs. Mellie Kipp, Fort Fairfield. After removing 
to Dakota, he gave considerable attention to politics, 
?\nd on tht; questions which divide the two great par^ 
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tics, he is well posted. liiirly in life he was an ardent 
Whif^, and throuuh the war an earnest Republican, 
and to this nart\' still (;wes alle<;iance, and is alwa\*s 
re.idv to discr.ss the principles whic'.i have <;iven it 
the strono- hold it has upon the American people; he. 
is a ready, loi^ical and eari:est public sp.^iker, and in 
the west has done li^ood and successful canipai<:^n 
work; and at the ai^e of sixty-nine, witii partial pa- 
rahsis of the left side, and a constant sufferer iVoni 
the effects of his wound, he performs as much intel- 
lectual labor as most men in the prin:e of life. 

MR. ALUION I*. Wi Ll.IXGTOX. 

Albion P. \W^llini>ton, son ol' (General \Vellin<j- 
ton of M():\ticello, was born in Albion, Kennebec 
county. Maine, Auo;r.sJ: 26th, i(Si7,and was married 
to Miss Myra (j. I'^oster oi'Cv;<.per. Mair.e, Jure 4tb, 
1S50. Mr. Wellint^ton remcAcd to Fort Fairtield 
in i<^52, and was employed by Col. McL'li:sky in 
his store until the breakino- cut oTthe war. Since 
iSf)2 Mr. Wellington has been en^-awd in trade aid 
scalinij: lumber; he was for several vearsor.e of th.e 
selectmen ol'this town, lender the Brchar.an ad- 
miiMstration h.e w'as custom house oHlcer at this 
place. lie is an intluential and reliable citizen ; he 
lias been a lifelon*;- Democrat, and has done his par- 
iv i^c^od service. 

L.VrORKST \-. 'JOWLE 

Left his home and commenced for hin:Kell'cn 
State land, when eighteen years old, where he r.ow 
lives. In 1862 he enlisted in the army, in the 22d 
Maine. He was throu<i:h the thirtv davs .^ciue at 
Port Hudson. His enlistment was for nine mc.nths, 
ln;t In* srrv^^d v'^'ven, and then was drafted pear 
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the cL)SLM)r the w.ir. In iS66 he was married to 
Miss Mar\' I*". KUes. To t!iem were born four 
cliiklren: one decease:!, tWv) at home, and Mrs. 
Clara Pars.>ns of Easton. Mr, and Mrs. Towle 
.have lo.i:^ bejn members of the Free Baptist 
CIrarch. Vnv manv vears Mr. Towle was elerk, 
and nr)w deacon, and elerk of the (jnarterlv meet- 
inj^: has held town olllces, is a sneeessfnl farmer, 
an in'.lujntial eiti/ea and a pri)minent member of 
societv. 

lAMKS R. TIU'RI.orc;!! 

Ci IK* L ) t'lj Ar.) )ytr> )k in iS )'^. andh)cated where 
he now lives, in his beantil'ul home in Maple 
Cirove. In 1S68 he married Miss Olive Marshall. 
Thev have one dauiifhter. He is a successful, en- 
terprisin;^- farnur; some years iyj;o hard work be- 
iX<in tv) tell up)n him, and he conseiUed to accept 
t!ie !^epabliv:an nominati.)n for count\' commission- 
er, lie is now ser\ini»' on that board in a ver\- 
a;:j;>!:iblj miiicr. He holds a \erv prominent 
|')lace ainoiiL;- o :r reliable and influential citizens. 
r.ij c ) ni.i'- of the Tii.irlouirh familx' to I'ort Fair- 
field in iS()«S and '70, was a most. \aluable accession 
t<; ll e ]"( pi h.tioi , 1 (,t only in th(.je wh.o were ll:cii 
upon the sta,i;e of action, but in those who have 
since come to be amonii^ our most active and pro- 
ij-ressive business men. 

i: )I)KRK'K I'OWICIJS 

At the aue ol'four \ears came to this town with 
his parents. At his majorit\' he went to Presquc 
Isle to work, and ii* 1S62, enlisted in the i6th Me. 
re »iment for three \ ears. He was twice wounded. 
l"p )n beiuL!^ mustered out of service he returned 
to this town. In 1S67 he married Miss Elizabeth 
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Hoclgclon orXcw Hampshire, and settled in Easton, 
Maine, wliere he has since resided, and made a 
most* excellent farm. To them liave been born 
Four cliildren. He holds his deed from the State. 
He is a member ol' Kilpatricl\ Post, (i. A. R., and 
ol* Frontier I.()dii:e, I*\ and A. ^^. 

WILl.lAM HorCiMTOX 

Was born in Anson, Maine, 1S2S. In i«Sk7 he 
married Miss Dorcas Cutts, and in nSyi moved 
to this town. Their famih' consists oT a dan<^hter, 
who is nianied andli\es in California, Kdward 
L., real estate agent in this villaii^e* Rmmons W., 
a prosperous i'armer in this town, A. I). Houghton, 
in Atlanta, (la., and (Jeor^e ('., at L. K. Carv and 
Co's. Mr. Houi»ht(.n is a successiul farmer, a re- 
liable and trustwortlu citi/en, a member of the 
Congregational Church. In {politics he is a Repub- 
lican, and takes an interest in all matters ol'public 
interest, 

WILLIS K. PARSONS. 

Willis K. rVasons, third son of Levi Parsons and 
L\dia l^llis Paisons, was born in Sani>erville, Me., 
Mav 16th, 18:^7. 

When he was six years oUl his parents mo\ ed 
from Sanuerville into the new countrv of Aroos- 
took, settling in b^ort b^iiiiield. A lew years later 
his father took up a farm in the adjoining township, 
b^cmont plantation, now the prosperous town of 
I^aston. Here upon the farm Willis K. grew to 
young manhood, earh* developing a taste for work 
as well as play, and an interest in whatever he 
found to do, which has thus far characterized him 
through life. His advancement in school was rap- 
id, mastcriniJ: the common school arithmetic when 
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o:il\' cloven \cars of auw with like nroLiross in 
other hranehes. Lea\inj>- the e(>mni:>n schools, he 
attended the hinh school at ^^^^t j-'airlield, the ae- 
adenu' of I loalton, now KicUei" L'i.i^^ical l:i>Lii.Ue, 
and the 'jit\' aeadenn* at l>i]rlini;ton. W-rnioiU : also 
t.-ikinn' a Tour Nears' uni\ersil\ eoiirs'.- i:i IO:iL»lish. 

Mr. P.irsons' father bcini^" a fii*s:-ela>s earjH'nter 
as well as a larnu'r, the xoan^- man s )o:i ck'\ eloped 
into a Liood niechanie. rmd takinL>a:i i:^.tr;'e>l in that 
as in e\ ei'\lhinL>' else, w hen not teaehini:' or attend- 
ins>" sjhool was at work at his trade; fir>! in llonl- 
ton, then in IJoston and o!her Lir^e eilies: he made 
a stud\' of his lnisines>, a'oplxin^' his k::owledL!e in 
a practical wa\- to his wnik. :rnd h\' a >ir.(l\- ol' 
architcctnre s )on beca:ne m.i>ie]" <a' llie sil.;ilion, 
and at eii^hteen \ears of ai^e had char.-^e <;!' work in 
l>oston and it'^ ncii^hborin.;- low!■^. ^\ was wiicn in 
\\'ater\ iUe, Me., thai hi' won tlie re|Uit:i' ion cf be- 
inu* ''as ii'ood a nu'chanic as ^t^Jod <:n the baiik^ ol" 
the Kennebec." (ioinL^- iip.m the i^rt). :nd tlial all 
honest emploxnient is hoii<)ra!)Ie. he li^.rew his en- 
erij^N" intc^ his w.)ik, and is still p'i-o;i:l <?!' t!ie 
fact that when a bo\ he lcai'ne\l a trailv*. the 
best possible ca|')ital for a xoiini; ma:i wlio m':sl re- 
1\' upon his own resv)iirces to sl:.rl in life. 11 is s\ ii> 
pathies are alw<i\s with t'le lab. ):"!-:/ ckiv^e;;. Pos- 
sessini:: a laudable ambili):i. a ure.it re.id.ei' ;i- well 
as a close student* in hjok^ni^- foi' a hi^hei" iield he 
naturall\- turned to one of tiie profe-vsi^n^, [in'A w hile 
still in charu'c of a eix'w ol" mci hai-ics be^an read- 
in<^ niackstone and Kent. lie e;iil\ dexelop.cd or- 
atorical powers, and w hen in i»iMliiii_b>n iicademv, 
at i»raduatini'- exercises, the Ihiri i irj'lon Scjiliucl 
said: '*'Moti\es to Studw' an caaticn b\- Willis I^, 



mam 



. ^. 



,^72 HISTORY OF FOKT FAIRFIFF-n. 



Parsons, was one of the \ cmn- best efforts of the oc- 
casicjn; in fact, wc lia\c never witnessed a more 
eoniniendahle effort on the part of a student so 
}'ouni;*. That Mr. I^irsons possesses an aeti\e, 
sound reasoninj;' and rinely balanced brain, tot^eth- 
er with much more than ordinar\- eh;cutionarv 
powers, was clearl\' evident to cNcryone present. 
His oration would have retlected credit upon a col- 
lege i»raduate. lie measured and modulated his 
sentences like a \eteran orator, .-ind full\ deser\ ed 
the storm of applause bestowed upon him. ' 

IIavint>- a taste for public speakinir* while his 
companions were enL^aijed in other amusements, he 
was at the lecture room, listeninij: to a \\ endell 
l^hillips, a lieecher, or some of our own speakers 
equally capable, perhaps, of swayiniLC the multitude. 
In the summer of 1S77, hearinij,' that almost match- 
less orator, lion. .\. (j. Lebroke ()l^\)Xcrol't, since 
deceased, he became deeph* interested in his won- 
derful command of lanii^ua^e and splendid oratory, 
and leavintr W^iterville, where he was then readin*j^ 
law, entered the otKce of Mr. Lebroke as a student 
in the Tall of that vear. lie was admitted to the 
Piscataquis bar, September term, rS7S, and soon 
ailer formed a co-pai tnership with Mr. Lebroke, 
which continued as the law lirm of Lebroke and 
Parsons for manv vears, or until Mr. Parsons was 
t'lected State attoi'ne\- for the countN* (»!' Piscata- 
(]uis, when the hrm was dissolved. ^Nlr. Parsons 
then erected one of the linest law offices in tiic 
State, nearly opposite on the same street. Here he 
mav be found at at an\- time busv at work, and as 
a leading* member of the Piscataquis bar, eni2:ajied 
m a large and lucrative practice, from which he 
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has .ilrciulN' acq lircd a comfortable competence. 
lie has occuj^ied many positions ol piibh'c trust, 
and hce:i ontiniiallv in town oHice since he be^an 
the practice oJ' law, and no man works liarder for 
the development of his own town and eoimty than 
lie. He is one of the voaniif men w'no believe in 
the future of Maine. AlthouLch with his busy life 
he finds little time ibr tlie old pleasure (>r shapinjjj 
architectural lines of svmmetrx', some of t!ie finest 
residences in Piscatacpiis county have been remod- 
eled or built new under plans furnished for person- 
al Friends by Mi*. Parsons. As late as 1S92, the 
Con^reiiational Church of l'\).\eroft and Dover ex- 
pei.ded a larL>e sum of moPiCV, making* their church 
Cv^mp.ire llnorably with the finest in the State, under 
his plans and desiuns as chairman of the commitee. 
Interested in educational matters, he has been fre- 
qie.itly c;dled upon to deliver addresses upon edu- 
catior.al topics, and has found time until late years 
to ser\ e upcn the school board of his town, and is 
p.ow connected with that time honored instituti(ni, 
I'\K\jrot't aca'.leniy, as secretary and treasurer. 

Mr. Piirsoiis was unanimouslv n(;mip.ated for 
counl\- aUorne\ , and elected bv a lar^e majoritw in 
the sumnici' of i (SS4,ser\ iniL>- in i (SS^-C^-y-S-c) and '90, 
re/ei\ inii' each re-nomination b\' acclimation, and 
1 unninu alieiid of his ticket, lie showed <ireat al)il- 
iu as a criminal law\er, and ccmducted the business 
ol'l'ue Slate v/Ith a tirm and stead\" hand. Th.e laws 
were well ep.forccd, and he retired from the otlice 
after a Iouilt ser\ ice with(nit havinjj: a sin<»le paper 
t'nat he had drawn cpiashcd. Since that time h.u 
has been the energetic member frcm Piscataquis 
of the Republicaii State committee. He has been 
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on tlic stump as a caniipaiun orator in every Ciini- 
piiiin si'u\' iS^o, c;irl\ bcin:'' (luotcd bv the r^rcss 
as one of the r.iosl ehjcjuenl ir.en in -Maine. He 
is not an olhee seekei\ and is a\ erse to politiead 
t'iekerx and the niethods (f t!ie deniaiioune; l:e 
i ^ an eaiiie^i Uejvabliean, a determined ehanipion 
() " w !iat hr beliexes to be ri'»ht, and to his friends. 
1 )\al to the eore. SoeialK' and in business matters 
h:s warm liieiVvls are found in adi ])olitic:d parties, 
I 1 i^ )_», rd'.e]- tile eh'se of a sh.arp j)()litieal eontest 
i 1 tliis eo.'.rii\, Cw /\' <cj/if /a is ( )^)S:'rvcr t^[\\(\^ *'X() 
man in this S: i!e has worked harder, or deserxes 
m )ie eredii, tlrin lion. W. 10. Parsons of ^^)\erc)^t, 
m/iiib.er (d' tiie Slate eommiltee, in this eounty; he 
ha., w oil^eJ. e irl\ :i;ul kite, and has Idled the pkaees 
ol* s^\ ei.d s'.'eakeiN who ha\ e Ix'en absent, and no 
mm h:is m ide b.Hler or more eon\ ineinij^ speeehes. 
'\Mr. ! * ii>o-..; !ia-- bv'en aeti\ el\' en<>a<ied in I^iseat- 
a lai:. eo:;i:{\ p );iii,^s for the past twelse \ears, is a 
t iori)ULi'n-:;( in'4 Ivt'piddiean. and like the sineere, 
h juor.dde p.iaii t'n.'it he is, alwa\s works faithtullv 
aid u:":^e!li^^d\ for th.e irood of his partx' and the 
ad\aneeme::t ( 1 th( se ^reat prineij^les of national 
i irporl in whi.-n he earnestU' believes, an id)le ora- 
l )r and s )'.':r.d k)Liieian. On th.e stump before the 
pjop!e he :p.;dc.- slror.^ ajul conxineiniL!^ arguments 
in belialinl' Aiiieiiean indr.sti'ies, the elevation aiul 
eontin'.:e:l j);-osjH'rii\- ol' American labor, a;id in 
siip'pi r and d.efenee <d* tlie |^a\)^ressive poliey (>f 
the I<<.'pubiie:r.i ]\ir!\. In this eampaijxn he h;is 
pro\ed t ) 1 e one (;t* t'^e ira>st popidar speakers in 
the IState, as wed! as an effective organizer. Though 
a stronji partisan, Mr. Parsons never takes politics 
i Ui his b;r.int''^'=^ ^-r ■: >rinl rc]nt^o^.^^, anfl has in his 
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liri^c clicntaijc many persons opposed to him in 
politics. In all the party orj;fanizations he counts 
warm personal friends, wliose confidence he en- 
joys t ) the fullest extent/' 

His t'jnr')jranje principles are pr.;n:).injjd and 
sincere, ne\ er havin<i^ drank a glass of intoxicatinjij 
liqnor in his life; his religious preferences are Con- 
<»;regational, and he has been a meml)er of that 
churcli in Foxcroft for man}' years, joining on a 
letter from the Methodist denomination in lloulton, 
wlurj th2 ri;2:'nt hand of fellowship was ex- 
tended to him, at the aii:e of seventeen, by Rev. 
II. W. Holton. He is a prominent Odd Fellow 
and a Masjn, and has frequently been called upon 
to deli\ er addresses at the <;atherinij[s of these or- 
ders in different parts of the State. On the 23d of 
Ojtober, 1860, he was united in marriage t(i i\gnes, 
t'rj a:coniplislied daughter of R. D. Oilman, Esq., 
oF Foxcroft, t!ie union being a most happy one. 

We gi\e a cut of their elegant residence, situa- 
te.! in a delightful quarter of that beautiful town, 
\YhiMe thev socially enjoy their friends, and the 
([ liet felicity of a happy home. 

rill-: Kj'.LiNs Family. 

Iv)!iraini Rollins was born in Sharon, in 
iSoo, and in 1S20 married Lvdia FIlis of W^eld. 
To tlicm were born eight children, four of whom 
are now livini::. Mr. Rollins moved to the Aroos- 
took in 1S55 and settled in Easton. In 1S64 his 
wife died; subsequently he married Mrs. Susan 
IClii<, widow of the late Isaac F. Ellis, and resided 
in Maple Grove until his death in 1886. His old- 
est son. Axel Issachar Rollins, was born in 182 i, 
a k1 in 1842 married Lovinia Dollcy of Weld. In 
1854 he removed to Fort Fairfield and bought the 
Hunt place, t\vq miiles from this village on the 
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I^rcsc|uc' Isle roatl. OF liis Lirirc lamily, Wallace 
R<;llins is on ihc Farni where he tirst sellled with 
his Father; Cliarks A. is a blacksmith \n this \ il- 
lajfc and Mrs. Anuelia Rich, Mrs. I'lorence 1^. 
I'oss and ^!is. I^ar.ra E. (jr.ild are residents of 
t!iis town. 

A Few \ears aLi:o there came a ^reat affliction to 
Mr. Rollins in the death of the companion of his 
earh' manhood and mother of his children. He is 
still uiK)n tlie land where h.e located in 1S55, and 
out (/F which h.e has made a deliu'htriil, pleasant 
l.onK*. HradFfMcl R.ollir.s, his r.ext xomiLiesc 
brother, also came to this tcwn ajid located in 
Maple (iroxe. where he died se\ eral years a<i*(). 
OF liis Family, Mr. h^ederick Rollins, with his 
r.imilwresides, intliis \ illai>e. 

^LA^:^■l:K^■. 

'i'hom:is Flanp.er\- canK* to the Aroostook in his 
b;)yhood, bcFore the Aro(-stook w:ir; he was a 
r.ijiiber oF J. \\'. White's Familw his mother hv a 
sej(;nd maniaue ha\ ini^- taken that name. In his 
e.iil\- manh(.od he married into the L(.\el\' fa.mil\-, 
a:ul totiiem were b(;rn r.ir.e children — three ynvs 
and si.\ c^a'.iLihters. Isaac, \\'illiam, and Dar.iel 
h^.mn.ery ;ire citi/e:^.s ol" h'ort Fairlield. and three 
oF the danLihters ha\ e married Ir.isban.ds wh.o :ire 
cilizens oF tliis t )wn. 

ni:\oM r. di k(;in . 

Wa born in \'erm ;nt in 1S2:;;; hj was a cijHiin 
in tlie (del 6i!i Mass.ijhnseUs, (leneral Hutler's 
Fi\\):iL.' re ;im.' 1.. II; wi. m ir.'ij.l i.i iS;-,ai.l 
since iS^o has resided in .\ro(.sto(d< corril\. lie 
is a p:iintei- ;ind j^apci' hanuer b\- trade, he is a 
mend)er (;!' I^a*-tji-n rioi.tier m;.s.):uc lod^e, d" 
wliich he has been mastjr. He is a ([uiet, un(;b- 
trubivc man, a '»"ood cili.^en and a l<>\al FMjnd. 
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|()si:iMi NUiior.s. 
I()S'.*i^!i Ni'jh{)ls, born in South I>cM\vic*k in 1S2S, 
was ni;r riccl in iN;S, and in i(S()() removed lo Vavi 
I'^iirlicld. lie now resides in I^aston: he is a re- 
li:d)le member of the soeietv ol* I''riends. In 
l^olities he is Repul)liean, ar.d lias Tor \ ears been a 
eorresj'jondent tor llie loeal riew-sj^'ijuMs. 

lIoN. W A. IIIN(;ro\ \A)\(i 

W'A^ bor:-. in I>i:ektield, in Oxlbrd eonnt\' in this 
Stale. AiMil (\ iSii, and until he was thirt\* \ears 
ol aire r>i)ektield was his home. As a b.ow he li\ed 
with an older brother, Zadoe, the liither (J* lion, 
lohn I). Lonii:, who served Massaehuselts so ae- 
eeptabh" ;is i^ovenior. After attaininLjhis majorit\' 
he was enLj-aued in business in Hueklleld. and there- 
in rie(|iiired many IViends, and L»:ained ii;reat esteem 
as an honest ar.d eonseientious beisiness man. He 
eame to b'ort I'\'iirlield about icS^o, arid thereafter 
b'ort I'^iirtield was hi > home until his deatli, except 
the jx'riod (-f eii^ht years spent at Kastj^ort :is eol- 
leetor of euslt)ms 01' the Passamacpioddx' customs 
distiiet. Vor man\ \c\ars he was enuaued in ijen- 
eial business in this town ard vieinitx', and also in 
lumbering, ha\ in^ foi*med a co-paitnershi)-) with 
the late lion. Jesse Drew, under the lii'm name cf 
Lon^aiul Drew. lie ser\ ed in the e.\eeuti\e eoim- 
eil orCjov. Lot Moirill, with credit to himself and 
his district. Latei' Mr. Loni;- for one session rep- 
resjnled the Foi t I'^iirlield class in the State leais- 
lature. In reliirious belief a ConLcreixationalist, he 
was alwavs true to his dericminational creed, and 
a liberal supjiorler of his church. Mr. LonjJC spent 
tlie latest da\s of his life here in tb.e erection of a 
hall, which is to this da\' a memorial of his repaid 
Ibi' the town, which for so man\- \ears was pror.d 
t ) claim him as one of its foremost citizens. 
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JOHN HORSEY, 

Who located near where the Canadian Pacitic 
railway station now stands, was amon^^the vervlirst 
to settle on the Aroostook river. Of his immediate 
descendants, William and Miles Dorsev ofthis town 
are now li\ ini^:; his eldest son, Edward, was the tirst 
child born on this river; two of his sons — Miles V. 
and Edward Dorsey — are amonj^^ the active,prospcr- 
ois business men of our villas:e. All ofthe larire 
number ofthis name, identified with the business ir.- 
tcrests ofthis town, were ofthis familv. 

CrrARI.KS R. PAIL 

Came to Fort Fjiirfield in iS^^^and for man wears 
worked at the blacksmith trade. Mr. Paul is a con- 
scientious and devoted Democrat, and quite actiN e 
for a man of his vears. 

Mrs. Agnes C. Paul is a most devoted Republican. 
She has been a very active temperance worker. She 
has held many important public trusts; in 1H49 was 
appointed assistant postmaster and given S(/le charge 
olthe clficc. In 1H77 she was appointed postmaster, 
and held the (JRce for nine years. She is correspon- 
dent for the New England press association, president 
of the State r.()n-partisanW.C/r.l^,and was appoint- 
ed bvCiov. Br.rleighasoneoftheboaidof world's fair 
managers. 

lOSKPlI FINDLANI) 

AVas born in this town in i8;2. His father, Pat- 
rick b'indland, came to the Aroostook at an early 
day. Joseph was married in 1H77, and in 1881 his 
wife died, leavin<>' two children. One Near later 
there was a second marria<;c. There are seven 
children. The eldest two, a son and daughter, are 
attending the advanced school in this village. Mr. 
Findland lives upon his farm four miles west of 
the villa«re. lie is a successful farmer, a reliable 
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intliiciuial, and mucli respected citi/LMi (»[' l! c» uwn. 

SAMIKI. \V. CRAM 

Was h'.n'u in Ivist Li\ c-inv)rc. in iSih, and was 
mirric:! t) Ivirn i R. M;Lri2lilin in iS^S. anJ. 
in 1S59 oani'j t > this town, and took the land u|>- 
0.1 which he now li\es. To them were born ten 
e!iildren, nine of w'noni are now lixini:;. I*^)nr, two 
sons and two daiiuhcers, make up his ilimil\ , his 
wile ha\ini»' ched lllteen \ears aiio. With tlie as- 
sist.inee of liis daughter, he has kept the family t(^- 
i^'cther. One son is in the west, and tlie othei" one 
in Ml vvK'hiisjUs. Ml*. CiMm i -; a s:iecessfi;l and 
prosi)ero:is lai'mjr, aiul lias made a most deliLihtriil 
home. 

|()si:ni A coNAN'r 

Was born in iS^o. and came to the Arocstoc.k in 
1S45, with his lather. Col. Isaac Conant, bein.i:- then 
fifteen xearsold. At the aiie of eiuliteen he etmi- 
menced for himself, and married Miss Julia lohn- 
ston. To them were born ele\ en children. In 
September, iSf)2, he enlisted in tb.e 22d M:iine regi- 
ment, and serxed to the cp.d of his term rA' enlist- 
ment. Since then he has resided on the faini wIumc 
his father first located. In iS^S his wife died, and 
soon after, to keej) his famiK" together, he decided 
to enter into a second maniaue. Thiee sons and 
two dauu'hters n(;w reside in this town. Mr. L'on- 
ant has one of the tine farms that mri\ be foinul in 
b'ort b'airfield. lie has made a irajst deliuhtlul 
home, and in e\er\- wa\' has made a success in life. 
He is one ofour independent and prosjierous iarm- 
ers. A line likei'.ess of him mav be found in this 
volume. 
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(ii:r)i:si: w. im/io\ 

\\';is horn in I^M'trr, i:i iS.^,^. IK' was in ll:o 
w.ir <)! tlu' Kc'lu'llion, a;ul rJtcr its cK^sc came 
I ) T'ort r'airlu'ltl, and ha.s si-uc rcsicU^cl in ihc west 
ai'.l in Massa^luisct Is. I U* is now lixini^: with his 
tliird wilr. 1 Ic is now c*n^aL;('cl in carriage paint- 
iir.:", and has one of the lar-csL and best arrani^evl 
|) lintinv; cstablislinirnt > in Northern Aroost.)ok. 
AIUt nin<* xt-aisin the we>t, with t'li'ce \ cars ii 
Ma >^a hrsrlts, and a trial oT \\';ishini:t(>n, P. L'., 
and ollu'i plares. Ins lirsl choice.' i> the Aioostook 
\ all('\ . 

MK. la 1111:1; K. c•.\l:^ 

W a > \) )V\] in 'rmiuT in iS'S, and in iS:;c) was 
niiiiii'd to Miss I'lHcn I!i;u'r(>id, ib.e eijihth 
•irnri at ion rM)ni('o\. Ihadlord (d* the Pl\ni()!ith 
C'»lon\. IK- was [\ raitlilid soKlier in the I'rdon 
aim.. Thrir riniils' c()nsi>l of four children, 
Ivlw ard K. C.*ai\, Mrs. ]]. I.. llonidUon, Mrs. \V. 
S. !)i\ids)n :iiul Lcia A. C'arw 

Ml. C i;\ i ^ a s,.ccssl'>d business man and a L:.():)d 
(ili/.*n. Mi, wife is a t denied woman. a:*i 
in'lii'M'i d 1 \n !>;•.. rK\' w.-r'^.-r and a nuMiib^r of t!ie 
( 'miovsi! i:)nal (.'!r.ii\-li. 

I r \. I) \\i 1.1. io> ri:i.j 

Was biJin in ;Nb.nl\ilh\ Me., in iNoj. Al the 
;.'!:c of iw cnt \ -:i\ r h.- marrird Miss Sarah Iliissey. 
'riu"\ wrre rariu'sl and cAXoted mend:ers of tiie 
L'ah inist l^aptist L'hurch. To them were born ele\- 
cn chihb'cn, four oTwhom died in inl'ancv. With 
his raniil\- Dca. booster lock i:p his residence in b^t. 
I'airliehl in ^ba\, i<S(u). Ilr was an active br.siness 
man. interesietl in pobticid affairs, heki he\eral 
I >w'n ollieies, w :e> depr.l\ sbicriff, arid depr.tx eol- 
K\tor of customs. lie was an inline:. tial nu nd:er 
of soeiel\', a eeaisister.t 'nend'cr and (h'acon el tb.e 
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p )\v^'i* {\)V i^o:) !, ;;:Vvl his c!'Jv.X':is;.* was in tlit* Tam- 

il\ ai'J coiiKiianitN' t]L"v"pI\ re 'icUcJ. Of this Iavitc 

a 111 ialliRMtiil faiiiilN- tw > onh' arc idcntiliccl wit'i 

l'\)rt l'\iirrK'Kl iiitcrcsl.^: II. L. ^^)sU•i^ who in 

liS^i ni.uric'd Miss Zipra I'-islioj^ ami iiow rcsiilcs 

ivj.ir t!ij mill I'lat he baill in c()nij'>.iny witli his (a- 

t'lcr, in the snjthcast part of the town, .ir.cl ^•rs. J. 

H. liobbins, wlio is one of t!ic a.^ti\c L'hiislian 

w Ji'kers of t!^.e pnserit claw 

\. li. i.'oniwxs 

\\'a>b)]-nin I I')p.', M li i;\ in i>.v>- Att'iea-^'e 

o(' twentx-fiNe he rnirrie.l llariie: L. \\^ilker 

of lOiSL I'.'.i )n. T) t'ljm w.-r. lv)rn tw > e'nil- 

clren, wlio died in ehildlicod. In Sei'tendx]', i>0;, 

Ik* va )\ e.l t > tld> I uvn : i:- two and or.e h;.!!' ir.cn.tiis 

hi^ wife die J. In Marjh, iN )^, a seeoiul rnarria-^e 

was ent.n'ed ill), with Li/./ie S. busier: t) 

them were b ii:i r;)nr dauuhteis: two died in ehild- 

h ).r-I: ?Nl\rlIe(i. married !>ertram Ame>, and Aliee 

PvMrle is r,;)w eni >\in*>" the ad\a:UaL?es of oer e.\- 

,1.1 »> 

ejllentsjh )';l swsieni Mi*. Kobbins was one of tb.e 

ft 

eharler mem'ners of lOastern b'ronlier masonie hHl!;e, 
b.'in .;• s.^idor warden two \ears a.nd masier oiu' year, 
lie was ;in iiUiiested ar.d a.eti\e iv.end er i.r.lil his 
ill uii'e.l h.Mrin. »• c'emixed hdi:! (.1 tr.e a.d\rj. tai cs 
of t'le 1 )d;^L'. 

(ii'iokm: i:. c .\]/.) ,\ \:\ i.. 

Cie):-^-.^ Iv L'ddwe!! \v.i> born in Oxlord eoiirity 
ii I S |. ). 11.' WIS a m jnn').-:' o!' L' ). 10. i 2\\\ Maine 
v: ri n • r. a 1 .1 s.'r\ e 1 I'.* )ni i *^ >i t > i^^o:. 11 j wa -^ 
.'\l New ( )rle;i! s. in llu- Sb.er.at:c:oah X'alley rn.d 
1 ei'wie Prtei sbi iL-. lie wr.s b rier.ate in e^e^.pin^' 
b 'i ^J: \v ) inde.l a i .1 piis )n life, biit eanie home 
\v!,'i I']: ..,-e !^ oi' tlls.Msj t''..it: has attl'et.'.l idm and 
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